
CLOW PTA GENERAL MEETING

October 18, 2007

President Leah Keane called the general meeting of the 2007-2008 Clow PTA to order on October 18, 2007 at 7:07PM.

The Board members in attendance were:  

Kim Anderson, Dee Valiga, Barbara Kaufman, Jen Tagler, Chris Bickler, Beth Hernandez, Lori Patterson, Iwona Boyle, Joann Degnan, S. Raczyk, Charmayne Sears, Leah Keane, Dione Schick

PTA visitors/members present:

Jean Donovan, Chris Vickers, Robin Church

The PTA Salutes 

Secretary’s Report:  Dione Schick - The minutes from the September, 2007 meeting were adopted and filed.  (Motion to adopt was made by Beth Hernandez w/ a second from Dee Valiga).  All communications received by the PTA were routed to the board members present.  

Treasurer’s Report :  Kim Anderson – File for audit.

Public Comment:  None

President’s Report: Leah Keane – Thank you:

I would like to acknowledge the hard work and leadership of Beth Hernandez at the helm of the Wrapping Paper Fundraiser.  Ella Druek chaired Walk to School Day.  Stacey McGrath and Janine Premo chaired the Spirit dance.  Thanks to all of them for their hard work!

Need to replace Ways and Means Chair
Beth Hernandez is leaving Clow, and we need someone to replace her.  She will see us through most of the Wrapping Paper sale.  I’m hoping someone from one of the subcommittees will step up, before I search outside of the board.

Procedures and Guidelines

Another reminder to replace last year’s copy in your binders, along with all necessary forms.  Please review the checklist that should be in front of your binder, and replace any missing forms from our supply in the mailbox.  I’m finding that people still have questions about procedures and which forms are needed.  Also, please remember to send your monthly reports and your flyer and voucher approvals to your committee chair as well as to me, Dione, and Ms. Kaufman or Mrs. Carstens.  Check with me if you don’t know who your committee chair is, or look over the board roster.

Holiday Shop
Date change:  From Dec. 6, Thursday to Dec. 13, also Thursday.

IPPC Scholarship Celebrity Basketball Game
This is a new event that is not only a fundraiser for college scholarships for both Neuqua and Waubonsie seniors, but also a fun event that’s been designed to emphasize unity within the district.  On Friday, Nov. 16, at Waubonsie Valley High School, a middle school game and a “Celebrity” game with our own Mr. Sovern included,  will be played.  There will be student entertainment, including the high school pep bands, as well as refreshments for sale.  There was an order form for tickets and T-shirts in last month’s newsletter, and will be in next month’s as well, and are due on Nov. 5.  I will also post it to our website.  This promises to be a fun family event, so please talk it up and plan to attend.

YMCA Childcare
Our after school care providers would like to provide more services to Clow parents, like babysitting for PTA meetings or other events, at the cost of $5 per family per meeting.  They’d like the opportunity to set up an information table at a school event to advertise their services.  I will solicit parental feedback and see if there is enough interest.

Other Fundraisers

Dominick’s

We can enroll our PTA in their E-scrip program, and ask our parents to enroll their cards online under our organization.  We would then receive 1-4% of qualifying purchases, depending on the monthly amount.  I need to confirm whether we can receive a check instead of a direct deposit into our account.

Pieroni’s Pizza
Another possibility, like Traverso’s Nights.  Again, we’ll solicit input regarding parental interest.

Principal’s Report:. Barbara Kaufman-

Special thanks to the many volunteers this month. Much assistance was provided to the school during Picture Day. The fifth grade service project and Walk to School Day were wonderful experiences for students.  The Have a Heart parties were enjoyable and a fun way to celebrate being together. The staggered time schedule for parties seemed to work well. The activities planned by parent volunteers were great.

 Thanks to all who responded to our room parties/school events
survey. A total of 84 responses were returned (a 24% return
rate) with 81 (96% of responders) in support of the plan as presented and 3 (4%) opposed. The PTA Executive Board and Principal met on Thurs., Sept. 27 to review the survey results. Plans as distributed will be implemented for the upcoming year.

Yesterday’s Early Dismissal for Staff Development enabled the Clow staff to discuss report card and grading practices as well as equity issues.

On Monday, we will practice our lock-down procedures during a morning drill. The procedures would be used in the event an intruder entered the building and the building needed to be secured immediately.

Vice President’s Report: Jen Tagler - The Fall Have A Heart party was held on Friday, October 12th.  Each grade focused on the ideas of respect, responsibility, and treating others well.  Craft projects were done and team building games were played.  Thank you to all of the room parents and party helper volunteers.  You all made the party a huge success.  One item of note;  maybe for next year, on the day of the party, please try and not schedule another big volunteer event like a service project.  Many of the volunteers for the 5th grade service project were the same for the party.  

There will be nothing going on regarding school-wide parties until the Holiday party.  That will be held on Friday, December 21st.  More information will come starting later in November.

Arts in Education:  Iwona Boyle  

Art Awareness, Framing, Reflections

Art Awareness:

The location of each art piece was checked and labels are being made now where they are missing.  Art supplies were checked and purchased.  Our training breakfast was a big success.  All volunteers were given their schedules.  The new volunteers received directions and had a chance to ask questions.  Everyone benefited from the sharing of ideas.
 
Since our last supplier had closed, we have not had much luck finding a supplier of ceramic cats for the 5th grade project, since we can only pay about $1.00 or $1.50 per cat.  If anyone knows any ceramic shops that would sell a small ceramic cat figurine for that price, please call me.
Health & Safety:  Eileen Skrbec - Red Ribbon Week, Blood Drive, CPR, Helping Hand, Walk to School, Wellness Liaison

Blood Drive

The blood drive is scheduled for November 15th to coincide with parent/teacher conferences.  Lifesource will be back again for the drive.  

 

Hospitality:  JoAnn Degnan  and Dee Valiga – No report

IPPC: Sonia Hertogs – No Report

LMC:  Lori Peterson  - Acc. Reader, Birthday Books, Book Fairs, Box Tops, Pub.

Center, Morning Book Diss. 

The LMC Volunteer Schedule for October was sent out at the end of September.  I am currently finalizing the schedule for November and December.

I am happy to report that I have added several new volunteers over the past few weeks, many of them new to the LMC.  I have been able to fill the schedule, but always have room for more if anyone is interested. 

Please come out and support the LMC by participating in the Fall Bookfair next week. 

Many thanks to all who are volunteering their time in the LMC!

Book Fairs

Plans for the book fair are going well. Volunteers are being scheduled to fill all 45 positions time slots. Confirmations notes have been sent out. Posters were placed around the school to advertise the sale. 
 
The dates for the sale are:
 
Tuesday, October 23 from 3:30pm to 8:00pm
Wednesday, October 24 from 8:30am to 4:30pm
Thursday, October 25 from 8:30am to 4:30pm
Friday, October 26 from 8:30am to noon
 
Hope to see you there!
Box Tops:  Gaye Vicik .  October 2007 PTA Meeting Report for Box Tops, Campbells Labels and Tyson Labels
We will be starting our annual collection contest Monday, Oct. 29, 2007 and it will run until Friday, Feb. 1, 2008.  The theme will be 'Let's Making Collecting GREAT on '08.'  Mrs. Frett willmake an announcement during "What's Up in the LMC' for the coming months and I will be working on a flyer with the contest details to go home via backpack mail.  There will be a class prize and a family prize.  The class and family that sends in the most will get prizes.  

I will also be sending in shipments to Box Tops and Campbells by the end of the month. 
Publishing, Chris Bickler.  No Report

 

Membership:  Debbie Lendino 

Welcoming, Volunteer Coordinator

Membership

PTA membership dues have been sent in to state, and to date, we have about 86% of family members and staff participating.  I have noticed a decline due to the choice of the $6.00 family/guardian member verse a straight $12.00 per two parent family unless there was a single parent/guardian unit.  Basically, in the past, all two-parent families paid $12.00, and single parent families paid $6.00.  This year, there were many two-parent families who enrolled one of the parent/guardians to be members, resulting in a decline over past years.  The wording in the enrollment form allowed for this choice.

As for the directory, I am finishing up and should get it to Repro by mid to end next week for delivery in two weeks.

Welcoming Report- Donna Sosniak  - A Welcome bag will be made up and given to Aarya Chandhok (3M) and his family on Friday the 19th
Publicity:  Shannon Raczyk – No Report
School Spirit:  

Apparel, School Supplies, Courtyard Beautification

Apparel – Christy Rustemeyer
Updates for Apparel are as follows.....The fall sale order forms are due this Friday, October 19.  At this point, I have about 15 orders.  Flyers starting the 5th grade t-shirt design contest will be out during the first week of November.

Courtyard Beautification – Dee Valiga and Kim Rappe  No Report
Family Fun

Halloween Party, Spirit Dance, Pottery Night, Bowling, Rollerskating, Ice Cream Social, Talent Show, Science Fair, Sports Events

Mosaic Night - Stella Jimoh

The Mosaic Night event date is scheduled and ready to
go! In the past, we have used the professional
expertise of the Fired House staff. This year, we
will be working with a different organization-
Naperville Cultural Center. They will provide families
with different items (ranging in price from $7-$30) to
decorate. Some will be finished and ready to take home
same night and some will require some finishing
touches to do at home.

Flyers have been sent to repro, it will be going home
through backpack mail this week. In two weeks, I'll 
compile list of families that will be participating
and send registration confirmation home a week before
the event.

I still need 2 to 3 volunteers for the event, if
anyone is willing to help out, I'll like to fill the
4:30 - 6:00 and 7:30 -9:00pm slots (one each).
Sports Events – Leah Keane

Clow Family Night with Chicago Wolves
I’ve received the flyer for our game on January 12.  Last year we received a $112 donation from this event.  Please look over the sample flyer that will be sent home in December.

Service Committee:  Kim DuChene - Service is now in full swing and planned out for the entire school year.  The fifth graders completed their service project -  fleece tie blankets,  which were made on Friday, October 12th in the Multipurpose Room.  The blankets are being hand delivered by a local Taiwanese family who will be visiting family in Taiwan in December.  The blankets will go to areas of destruction from the September 6, 2007, earthquake.  Twenty-five blankets were made, along with a page completed by each child depicting their first name, a drawing and a word of encouragement for the people receiving the blankets.  I am now making a bibliography page about our school with a small map showing where we are located, where Naperville is at, etc to include in the front of the binder.   A special thank you to Julie Rouches, Christa Riechart, Mindi Brown, Wendy Dehnel, Inge Fasshauer, Jill Gruver, Debbie Lendino, Teresa Lynch, Wendy Michalski, Bonnie Rogers, Christy Rustemeyer, Catherine Sanicki and Gaye Vicik for helping to make the fifth grade service project a success!  

I am currently working with the third grade teachers in selecting a date in November for their service project. The third graders will be making the fleece tie pillows to be delivered to the Chicago Children’s Hospital.   A message is going to be attached stating that each time a child hugs the pillow, love is sent from the third graders at Clow Elementary.

School wide Drives have begun this month too.  

The LMC and Service are working together to aid our troops overseas.  The current drive is a collection for snack food items, small hygiene products, etc.  Stars cut from camouflage paper are available in the LMC for children interested in participating to write a message of thanks to the troops.  These cards/stars will be shipped with the collected items.  

Leftover Halloween Candy Drive will be available again this year in the LMC.  Candy will go to Hesed House for the residents to enjoy.  The candy drive will be from November 1-8th.  

Food Drive for the Needy – One of our longest running collection/drives this school year.  This drive will begin November 1st and runs through December 21st.  We are hoping to be able to provide enough food items to help several needy families in the area over the holidays.  These items will be going to P.A.D.S.

January – The entire month of January will focus on a collection called “Share Your Soles.”  This is a charity group based out of the Chicago area that collects shoes for third world countries.  The shoes can be used but need to be in decent shape.  We are also collecting socks at the same time to donate to local charity groups in the Dupage area to help keep people warm this winter.

I am in need of a few people to help with the upcoming school wide drives in picking up collection items from the LMC and delivering the items to the designated locations.  If you are interested in helping please contact me at 445-5636.

Ways & Means:  Beth Hernandez

Market Day, Wrapping Paper, Carnival, Holiday Shop, Traverso’s Night

Wrapping Paper-  Wrapping Paper Sales totaled $26, 881.47

Student Turn In:
$23,741.83 of which $100.00 was just donations.

Online Sales:
 $ 3,139.64

We will have a $500. 00 shortfall from our original projections.

Prize winners are:

Top Seller Overall: Alexis Premo winner of  a  $75.00 gift card to Brunswick Zone

Top Internet Sales: Anna Swisher winner of a $40.00 gift card to Showplace Theaters

Teacher w/ highest class participation: Mr. Fekete, who will get to choose $50 worth of merchandise from the sales catalog

Teacher and class w/highest overall sales: Mr Viera, who will also get to choose $50 worth of merchandise and his class is the winner of the classroom prize (TBD)

The winners of the other gift cards will be picked at tonight’s meeting.

This will be my last official report as Ways and Means Chairperson as well as Gift Wrap Coordinator as I am resigning do to personal circumstances beyond my control.

Market Day – Dee Valiga - Thank you to everyone that ordered Market Day during October - we won the books for the LMC.

 

We had 105 people order, for a total dollar amount of $5930.00, which was more than enough to meet our goal. Not only did we win the books, but we also earned $593.48 for our school at the sale. So far this year, with only 2 sales, we have made $1037.31 in Profits for our school! 

 

November is Desert Bonus Days - we earn extra profit for every dessert purchased. The sale is Wednesday, November 7th. Pick-up time is 5:30 - 6:30 for this month only. 

Unfinished Business:  

None

New Business: 

Motion to vote and approve Silent Aucion for Carnival Night.  (Motion to Adopt by Joann Degnan, second by Iwona Boyle )  Motion Carries.  

Announcements: 

· Nov. Newsletter submission deadline: Oct. 22 
· Red Ribbon Week: Oct. 22-26
· Book Fair: Oct. 23-26
· Halloween Party: Friday, Oct. 26 6-8:30 pm 
· Reflections Deadline: Oct.31
· Next PTA Meeting – Wednesday afternoon, Nov. 14 at 1:30 pm –Multipurpose Room
ACTION ITEMS:

None

The meeting was adjourned at 9:05 PM .
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