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Robert E. Clow Elementary School 

I believe the 'winter blues' have 
officially set in! I have already 
begun browsing through flower 
and plant catalogues looking 
forward to spring planting. I 
hope that Ground Hog Day 
brings some good news.  

 We have many wonderful 
events planned for February to 
entertain our Cougars, and allow 
them to spend some time with 
friends after school hours. As 
always, Wendy's is having a 
Clow Night for us (I hear 
Clancey might make an appear-
ance!), and Culver's is hosting a 
'Mom doesn't have to cook din-
ner' night. Our annual Roller 
Skating Night is set for Sunday, 
February 15th. Finally, a Clow 
favorite,  the Clow Carnival is 
being held on Friday, February 
27th.  Parents, step back in time 
and enjoy this event with your 
children. Please read the balance 
of this newsletter for all the spe-
cifics.  

As Carnival approaches, I would 
like to take a moment to let you  
know what a huge event this is to 
the staff. The carnival team has 
people in place to coordinate all 
the activities of the evening: 
games, prizes, decorations, food 
concessions, and a silent auction. 
What is needed, however, is 
MANY parent volunteers to help 
run things the night of the event. 
The games will need parent/older 
child volunteers to run them and 
hand out prizes. The evening is 
broken down into shifts, so you 
are not being asked to work the 
entire time. Room parents will 
soon be making phone calls to 
recruit volunteers from each 
class - please say yes to helping 
out for at least one hour.  If we 
do not have enough helpers, 
some games might have to be 
dropped from play. This is a fan-
tastic event for our children, so 
please help the Carnival Com-
mittee make it a huge success.  

Finally, our next PTA meeting 
will be held in the evening, for 
those of you unable to attend an 
afternoon one.  Come join us on 
Thursday, February 12th at 7PM 
in the MPR - yes I checked the 
day, date and time! A nominat-
ing committee will be formed to 
present the Executive Officers 
for re-election to the 2009-2010 
school year. We will also be re-
viewing our budget for the bal-
ance of this school year, as well 
as discussing new ideas/events 
for the next school year. Please 
join us and share any ideas you 
might have. 

Enjoy the month of February, 
and remember, it is one month 
closer to spring! 
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Love is in the air as 
February gets into 
full swing.  There 
are so many things 
I adore about Clow 
School. This news-
letter gives me op-
portunity to high-

light a few. 

First, of course, are the students. Their 
enthusiasm, curious minds, and zest 
for life certainly make our school a 
phenomenal place to learn, work, and 
grow. 

The staff approaches every day with 
zeal.  Teachers who are expert at their 
craft, teaching assistants who step in to 
guide students, and support staff who 
do whatever is necessary to assure 
each day is a positive experience for 
every child. 

Clow’s families are so supportive of 
our fine school.  Rallying around stu-
dents to encourage hard work, friend-
ships, and self-confidence, our com-
munity truly makes Clow School a 
special place. 

Each person associated with Clow 
School brings a unique perspective and 
special gifts.  We are all fortunate to 
belong to a community of learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a Heart is a motto to live by at 
our school.  During February, it is es-
pecially important to reflect upon the 
importance of being careful what one 
says and does, for each of us has a 
heart that can be helped or hurt by an-
other.  At any moment, each of us can 
choose to fill the bucket of others and 
make their day a bit better.  In the 
process of filling buckets, one finds 
that his/her own heart is filled as well.   
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February has the 
first graders enjoy-
ing stories in their 
anthology entitled 
Time Together.  We 

are continuing our focus on compre-
hension from the text and picture clues.  
The elements of comprehension are 
main characters, setting, prob-
lem/events, and solution/ending. Please 
continue to reinforce the Word Wall 
Words. Students should be able to read 
and spell these words! 

Language Arts has us learning about 
long vowels and the long vowel pat-

terns of CVCe and CVVC. In Writer’s 
Workshop, we are continuing our work 
on narrative writing. Narrative stories 
should have a beginning, a middle and 
an ending. Journal writing has us writ-
ing five or more sentences in an ex-
pository paragraph. 

In Math, fact families, number stories, 
< > symbols, and counting money are 
just a few of the concepts that will be 
practiced this month.  Please read the 
weekly newsletter to keep current on 
our math news. 

In Social Studies, we will be learning 
about famous Americans who have 
influenced our nation. 

Last of all, science has us well on our 
way exploring the solar system. 

Even though February is a busy month, 
we will be sure to find time to enjoy 
Valentine’s Day. 
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First Grade 

Kindergartners have been very busy 
learning to read!! It is very exciting to 
meet weekly and read 
books at each child’s 
level. The best part for 
each student is taking 
the books home to 
read to his/her family.  

 

In math, we will continue to focus on 
number concepts, correct number print-
ing, number recognition, graphing, 
sorting, and measuring. 

In science ,we are just finishing up our 
unit on water exploration.  We learned 
what sink, float, absorb, and repel 
mean through actual experiments. 

Other topics of study will be famous 
Americans.  It’s hard to believe that on 
February 9th, unless we have any snow 
days, we will have been in school for 

100 days.  Many special fun and excit-
ing learning activities are planned. The 
students are also looking forward to 
exchanging Valentine’s Day cards this 
month.  

We continue to see a lot of growth in 
our students and each day we are proud 
of how hard they work. We appreciate 
such supportive parents in reinforcing 
the skills taught at school. 

��

%���������������
����

Kindergarten 

�
BRRRR! It’s cold outside! What better 
way to stay warm than to curl up with 
a good book! That’s exactly what the 
second graders have been doing. They 
have been hard at work reading differ-
ent Chapter Book Series. They are also 
earning many Acceler-
ated Reader points and 
reading for tickets in 
our “Outer Space” 
reading contest. 

 

This month second graders will be 
learning about mysteries and reviewing 
reading strategies. 

In Social studies, we will be “zipping” 
around the U.S. as we study the geog-
raphy of the United States! We will 
learn about some famous monuments 
and special places and attractions to 
visit in our fabulous country! Addition-
ally, we will be using our outstanding 
research skills, as each child uncovers 
all the facts about the state he/she have 
been assigned.  Your student will have 
a very special presentation for you to 
view when you visit for Open House 
next month. 

Some math topics this month will in-
clude: exploring data, finding a me-
dian, weights and scales. We will also 
take a peek at fractions and comparing 
fractions. As always, please continue 
to practice math facts to increase your 
student’s “Fact Power.” We will focus 
on subtraction this month. 

Have a great Valentine’s Day, and a 
month filled with lots of love! 

 


%��&������.�����
����
 

 

Second Grade 



 

 

������+���������,,,�

February is a month of practice and 
preparation.  The Illinois State 
Achievement Test (ISAT), will be 
given in March.  Third graders will be 
tested in Reading, Expository Writing 
and Math.  Through lessons and pro-
jects, the students will be sharpening 
their skills and reviewing material in 
order to prepare themselves for the 
exam.  You can help you child at home 
by continuing to read stories with them 
and practicing math facts.  Thank you 
for all your support at home! 

Social Studies this month will be high-
lighted with biography projects of fa-
mous Americans including Abraham 

Lincoln, Cesar Chavez, 
Susan B. Anthony, So-
journer Truth, Franklin 
and Eleanor Roosevelt, 
and Chief Joseph.  Stu-
dents will create a newslet-
ter about their famous 

American that will be displayed for 
Open House. 

Our school reading incentive will be 
carried over from January as the stu-
dents “Space Out with Reading” by 
completing 600 minutes of reading at 

home and turning in the required slips 
to school by February 20th.  February 
A.K.O.R.N. will feature biographies 
which will coincide with our Social 
Studies curriculum. 

We are extremely excited and looking 
forward to our third grade musical per-
formance which will feature the stu-
dents playing their recorders.  The per-
formance will be held on the evening 
of February 19th in the Clow School 
gym.  February certainly looks to be a 
fantastic month in third grade! 
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Third Grade 
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What do the Gila 
Monster, the okapi, 
and the manatee all 
have in common?  
Besides being “cute” 
animals, they are all 

endangered.  In January, your children 
became experts on one endangered 
animal through completing research 
using a variety of resources.  Now they  

are putting their creativity to work as 

they design a multimedia presentation 
using Hyperstudio.  The students are 
sure to dazzle you with their presenta-
tions at Open House night on March 
27. 

Which fourth grade students have 
green thumbs?  We will definitely find 
out in science this month.  The students 
will be planting seeds in a terrarium to 
create the best possible environment 
for a “critter.”  After discussing food  

 

chains and different types of consum-
ers, we will dissect an owl pellet.  
Keep an eye out for those bones com-
ing home!! 
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Fourth Grade 

Now that we’ve “won the Revolution-
ary War” in social studies, it’s time to 
write a plan of government—the U.S. 
Constitution!  Ask your child what he 
is learning about how our government 
works.   

This time of year finds us focusing a 
lot of attention on weather, weather 
patterns and phenomena during third 
quarter.   

 

Fifth graders will also wrap up their 
biography unit by dressing in character 
and sharing their accomplishments and 
legacy with their classmates at “the 
Social Event of the Millennium.”   

Last, but  not least, a good 
“percentage” of math in February will 
focus on the study of fractions.   

 

 

 

 

We hope you and your child enjoy this 
month of prime learning. 
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Fifth Grade 
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Hello Fitness Fans!  How’s the New 
Year Resolutions going?  I hope suc-
cessful and rewarding.  No matter what 
each is moving towards, remember on 
the way to celebrate all the small re-
wards. 

And as an added incentive, I have en-
tered our school community (if you 
want to be a part of it) in the 5o Million 
Pound Challenge. 
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I hope if you are interested to please 
join our team (Clow Cougars) as we 
continue on in the journey to be health-
ier.  If you remember, last year our 
school participated in a wellness pro-
gram for the community and I believe it 
was well received.  I thank all who par-
ticipated from students to parents to 
staff members.  We didn’t win the big 
prize, but never the less, we are all win-
ners for trying to better our lives and 
health (sorry about the blabber, it’s my 
Oath I took to help others). 

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING? 

January saw us going outside and shov-
eling the sidewalks and parking lots 
(just kidding).  We began to work on 
jump rope skills and waited in anticipa-
tion for the Heart Adventure kit to ar-
rive.  This is a giant obstacle course 
that shows the students how the heart 
works.  The students pretend they are 
small blood cells as they travel to all 
parts of the heart and body.  It can be 
quite a workout! 

 

WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING? 

I have ordered an Indoor Golf unit to 
be delivered to our school for free.  The 
plan is to have all students participate 
in learning the FUNdamentals of play-
ing golf.  Please don’t worry about real 
clubs, as these clubs are cushioned and 
we will be using Velcro covered tennis 
balls to strike.  Skills of putting, chip-
ping, and driving will be introduced 
based on curriculum standards.  The 
carpet in the gym will not be harmed as 
they will be using protective mats.  In 
conjunction with this activity, students 
will be playing Pillo Polo or Floor 
Hockey.  Also, dance will be reviewed 
and 2nd grade and 5th grade will be 
working on their District Assessments. 
Busy, busy, busy! 

FITNESS IS FUN 

Thank you to those who came 
to the last Fun-Run/Walk-Talk 
in January.  Look for informa-
tion to come home via back-
pack about the next event. 

Please, continue to have your child pre-
pared for their P.E. day.  Having an 
extra pair of gym shoes left here at 
school may help your child from not 
participating that day. Gym shoes that 
are safe and secure, and fit just right, 
help prevent accidents.  
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Thank you for your continued support. 
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Clow kindergartners are learning about 
self-portraits. Instead of using lines to 
draw their bodies, they are drawing 
shapes. After self-portraits we will be 
in the computer lab working with the 
paint program. The kindergartners will 
be creating teddy bears from the circle 
and rectangle stencils. 

First graders have been learning about 
symmetrical and radial balance in art. 
Students learned how to cut a snow-
flake and saw how they turned out 
beautifully because of radial balance. 
This website is a fun way for your chil-
dren to cut snow flakes and post them 
on-line. http://www.popularfront.com/ 
snowdays/.  This month, first graders 
will be learning about clay. We will be 
creating pinch pots and coil pots. Pinch 
pots will be made from modeling clay 
that stays in the art room. The coil pots 
will be made from model magic. The 
students enjoy working with model 
magic and often ask where they can 
buy it so they can use it at home. It can 
be found at the craft stores in town as 
well as Target. It’s really a great 3-D 
material-not messy at all! The elemen-
tary schools in our district do not have 
kilns so students will have to wait until 
they are in middle school to create a 
pot that’s fired and glazed. 

Second graders are learning 
about landscape. We will be 
painting a landscape as well 
as going into the computer lab 
to use Story Book Weaver to 

create landscapes. 2nd graders will also 
be creating a weaving which will be 
used as a backdrop for their upcoming 
musical. Variety and repetition are the 
concepts being taught. We will be 
weaving with a variety of textures as 
well as colors. These textures and col-
ors should be repeated to unify the 
piece. 
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Physical Education Art 
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Notes �  from General Music 
As we move into the third quarter in 
music, students will be expanding their 
musical knowledge and learning more 
about musical concepts in depth. This 
past month, Kindergartners had their 
first experience playing and learning 
about percussion instruments 
(instruments that make a sound by 
striking)! Students played the drums in 
class and moved to their own drum 
beats. We LOVED this activity and 
did a great job with REST POSITION! 
This experience will prepare students 
for playing other instruments in up-
coming grade levels. In our next unit, 
students will be experiencing the con-
cepts of fast and slow through circle 
and partner activities. 

First Graders enjoyed reading the book 
Muncha, Muncha, Muncha, and apply-
ing rhythms to the words in the story. 
Students learned an accompanying 
song focusing on the pitches, so, la 
and mi, and added a repeating two-
note pattern (bourdun) which they 
played on xylophones. Students read 
the song using music notation on the 
staff, and learned how music notes can 
be represented by lines and spaces. We 
were VERY busy! Our next unit will 
focus on Camille Saint Seans’ Carni-
val of the Animals to help us learn 

how a composer tells a story through 
music. This will also give us a great 
introduction to the instruments of the 
orchestra! 

Second Graders learned hand-clapping 
songs from around the world to help 
them understand rhythm in beat 
groups of 2, 3, and 4. We will be 
showcasing several of these songs for 
the Spring program in April. For their 
next unit, students will study musical 
songs and dances to celebrate Chinese 
New Year. 

Third Graders are diligently preparing 
for their recorder concert. This year’s 
concert will take place on Thursday, 
February 19th, at 7:00pm. Students 
have received communication in their 
weekly backpack mail, so please con-
tact Mrs. McCoy if you have not re-
ceived information on the concert. 
Please save the date for this important 
event! The concert will demonstrate a 
variety of musical styles reflecting 
BAGC and D notes and songs that 
students have learned in class. 

Fourth Graders learned about Rondo 
(ABACA) form last month, which 
they played on recorders and drums. 
Students will be taking playing assess-
ments on the notes BAGCD, low D, 
low E. We will continue our recorder 
study for the remainder of the year, 
focusing on developing the lower 
notes on the staff (D, E, F). Although 
we will not study every day, students 

should still be prepared to play in class 
on a regular basis. In the upcoming 
month we will study ABC form. 

 

Fifth Graders learned about and are 
finishing their unit on Theme and 
Variations. Students studied the com-
poser, Beethoven, and his composi-
tion, Ode to Joy from the 9th Sym-
phony. Students learned how to 
change this main idea and add their 
own variations with the music notation 
program, Finale Notepad. Students 
have created songs to accompany their 
5th grade presentations in class and 
their animations in Art. Hopefully we 
will be able to display some of those 
on the web! 

� SAVE THE DATE �  
3rd Grade Recorder Concert  
Thursday, February 19th  
7:00pm 
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Third graders have finished their 
weaving. It was challenging to start 
but, I’m sure most feel the initial 
struggle was worth it! They’ve turned 
out beautifully! Next they will be 
drawing a still life showing space with 
line and value. 

 

Fourth graders will be creating a 
papier mache bowl. This 3-D art pro-
ject is always one of the student’s fa-
vorites. We will be looking at Mexican 
art and creating designs for the bowls 
that are influenced from this culture. 

Fifth graders will be creating Native 
American Dream Catchers. I have 
some feathers and beads that the stu-
dents can use for their dream catchers 

but, some students like to go to the 
craft stores and choose from a bigger 
selection. We learn about different 
cultures through the arts. 
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Music 
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Everyone should have re-
ceived their packet explain-
ing this year’s reading in-
centive program, if not, just 
give us a call (428-6067). 

Students who read for 600 minutes or 
ten hours during the 7 week program 
will earn two special rewards… a free 
ticket to Great America and a voucher 
to a Kane County Cougars baseball 
game along with a hot dog and drink. 
Clow’s game dates are Saturday, May 2 
@ 5 P.M. and Friday, May 21 @ 6 
P.M.  Those classes in each grade who 
read the most hours each week will be 
awarded with their grade level astro-
naut to proudly display in their class-
room throughout the following week. If 
anyone needs extra space travel tickets, 
they’re on the circulation desk. 
And…if you haven’t looked at our 
Spaced Out With a Good Book wall 
display, there are hundreds of astro-
nauts floating through Clow space. 

 A very special “Thank you” goes to all 
of our hour counters who have volun-
teered to help us keep track of student 
reading.  
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Be sure to take a look at the bulletin 
board display in the hallway outside the 
music room and across from the first 
grade washrooms. The Clow School 
Community is proud to present all of 
the Young Authors of Clow School. 
Each author is represented by a photo 
for all to see. Whether an author has 
published one or ten books, we are 
proud of their effort. Published authors 
have been notified to come to the LMC 
and have their picture taken but if any-
one was missed, please let Mrs. Sparks 
or Mrs. Frett know.  

Any student who has had a book pub-
lished during this school year through 
our publishing center is considered a 
Young Author and their book is auto-
matically entered in the 2009 Young 

Author Program. Those students who 
haven’t yet published a book and want 
to participate in the Young Author Pro-
gram need to get right to work! The 
deadline for submission into the Young 
Author Program is February 6, 2009. 
The Publishing Center Jobsheet can be 
found on the circulation desk in the 
LMC or on our website at 
http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_pta_pawpri
nts_publishing.html. A manuscript 
needs to be written and the jobsheet 
attached to it. The Publishing Center 
volunteers will type it up and bind the 
book. Books may be submitted for pub-
lishing throughout the entire year, but 
the Young Author Program submis-
sions have a deadline. 

The following criteria will be the basis 
for determining who will become the 
Clow School representative to the Illi-
nois Young Author Conference in 
Bloomington in May of 2009.  

Judging Criteria 

¨ Reflects the Authoring Process.  
Does it seem like the student brain-
stormed for ideas and planned, wrote 
a rough draft, revised and edited for 
their final copy? 

¨ Interest to the Reader.  Do the ideas 
written hold the reader’s interest? 

¨ Impact to the Senses.  Does the text 
leave the reader with an impression 
they can see, hear, and/or feel? 

¨ Overall Quality of Writing.  How is 
the spelling, punctuation, and overall 
impression of the text? 

¨ Follow Through to Conclusion.  
Does the story have a beginning, a 
middle and an end?  Is there a logical 
series of events leading to a conclu-
sion? 

February 6, 2009 is the deadline for 
any manuscript to be considered part 
of the Young Author Program. 
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We still have some good books that 
include science fair ideas on display in 
the LMC. Try using our patron catalog 
to find all of the books we have. Key 
words like “experiments” and “science 
projects” will give some good results.  
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We are pleased to announce that on 
February 10, thanks to the PTA, Willy 
Claflin will be performing for Clow 
Students. He is a storyteller who uses 
puppets to tell his stories. Be sure to 
ask your child/children to share some 
of the stories that they heard through-
out the day. If you would like to learn 
more about him, please visit his web-
site at http://www.willyclaflin.com.  
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 http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc.ht
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Our annual reading incentive program has 
begun and will continue through February 
20th.  Thank you to all the volunteers who 
have been helping on Friday mornings in 
the LMC.  If anyone is interested in help-
ing us count minutes during the last few 
weeks of the program, please contact me or 
call Mrs. Frett. 

The LMC volunteer schedule through 
March has been sent out via email.  If any-
one would like to be added to the schedule, 
please contact me.  Volunteering in the 
LMC is a great way to spend time with 
your children and stay connected to the 
school. 
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Box Tops, Campbell’s 
& Tyson Labels  
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Is your child’s birthday coming up 
soon?  The Birthday Book Club pro-
vides a great opportunity for you to 
honor your child’s birthday with a book 
donation to the Clow LMC.  Your con-
tribution for a personally dedicated 
book for the LMC is $10.00.   

Your child can either check out the 
LMC’s birthday book catalog, visit 
the online birthday book catalog, or 
just check out the shelf behind Mrs. 
Sparks’ desk and find a great book!  
Another option is to visit Anderson’s 
Bookshop in Naperville and pur-
chase a new hardcover book from 
the Best Books for Children book 
list that is also available in our cata-
log. 

 

Your child will be the first to check out 
the book, and they will be invited to our 
birthday book club party at the end of 
the school year. 

To get to the online catalog, go to either     
http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_pta_birthday-
book-club.html  or the Clow’s website 
(www.clow.ipsd.org), and click on the 
LMC link on the left, you’ll then scroll 
down to The Clow PTA Supports the  

Clow LMC Program, at which you’ll  
click on Birthday Book Club, then  
Select the Birthday Book Catalog link. 
 

If you have any questions, please con-
tact me at patty.schiewe@att.net. 
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Birthday Book Club 

Happy Birthday to our newest members!  Thank you for your book dona-
tion!   

 

Hallie Workman  Clarice Bean Spells Trouble 
Madeline Rush  The Top Job 
Callahan Steen  How Your Body Works 
Rachel Lentz  Library Mouse  

 
 

 
 
 
 
Box Tops, Campbells Labels, and Ty-
son Labels  Annual Contest is in  
progress.  Keep collecting labels!!!     

The top submitting classroom will earn 
board games for indoor recess.  The 
winning family will receive a $15 Nova 
Cinema Gift Card.   

The contest deadline has been ex-
tended to Friday, March 6.  So there 
is plenty of time to collect!!! 

Thanks for your support and coopera-
tion.   
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Wow! The Publishing Center has 
received over 130 great stories, po-
ems and literary adventures from 
clever Clow students this year. 
We're eager for more!! Remember, 
any stories published through the 
Publishing Center are eligible for the 
Young Authors contest each year - 
so sharpen those pencils and put 
your stories down on paper!! 

Note: you can also submit stories 
electronically in WORD. just e-mail 
them to beverly_frett@ipsd.org with 
PUBLISHING CENTER STORY in 
the subject line! You'll still need to 
complete the Time to Publish form. 
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PawPrints Publishing 
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Accelerated Reader Program 
Congratulations to the TOP TEN Point Earners! 
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GREAT 

JO
B! 

Market Day  

 

Wow!  We had a great team of helpers 
this month -- not snow, nor ice, 
nor below-freezing temps stopped this 
very patient, hardworking group (our 
delivery truck was over an hour late!):  
Nancy Schultz, Judy Voytell, Lezley 
Lach/Kuharevicz, Sydney Kuharevicz, 
Sue DalMoro, Eileen Skrbec, Colleen 
Skrbec and Caitlin Skrbec.   THANK 
YOU!    

This month is a great month for Clow 
and Market Day.  First and foremost, if 
we can sell just 10% more than we  

 

did last year at this time, we will earn 
$250 of free books for the Clow Library 
from Market Day and Barnes and No-
ble!  So if you've never tried Market 
Day, this is the time!  Even if our first 
timers ordered just one item we would 
make our goal!  For our frequent buy-
ers, you will be rewarded with a free 
insulated bag by placing two minimum 
orders of $35.00 or more between Feb-
ruary and April.    There has been a 
change in the deadline for our internet 
orders -- for the good!  We now have 
until 11:00 p.m. on Saturday to place 
our orders online.   When you can order 
online you can pay by credit/debit card 
when you enter your order or pay by 
check/cash at pick-up.   

So, please, take a look your Market Day 
order forms and participate in Clow's 
most delicious fundraiser!  
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2ND GRADE 3RD GRADE 4TH GRADE 5TH GRADE 

1 Kasey Gillespie Darren Huang Aarya Chandhok Nikhila Polala  
Robby Oakley 

2 Nicholas Taylor  Naomi Tan Sevan Tamazian Tyler Schultz 

3 Jack Schiewe Naomi Keane Biantao Xiang Anastasia Frizell  

4 Taylor Wiewiora Kylie Bickler Oliver George Paige Carlson 

5 Juliana Villa Amanda Patterson Ciara Raczyk Kian Fotovat 

6 Max Schiewe Kyle Nalley Jacob Bundschuh Matthew Taylor 

7 Mihika Roa Ben Rieke Karri Swathi Megan Nehkorn 

8 Shannon Tagler Danielle Olson Megan Ostrowski Emilijus Vysniauskas 

9 Ashleigh Pastor Joesph Walwer Jennifer Galkovskiy Calla Thielsen 
Madeline Lendino 

10 Cameron Cyrus Jaime Sienko Douglas McKissick Noah White  
Darius Haery 
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Fundraisers  
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Clow PTA needs help to raise more 
funds to simply fund the programs that 
we have planned for this year.  There 
are lots of great opportunities coming 
up for you to support Clow!   
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If you have not yet attended one of our 
restaurant evening fund raisers, you 
really should!  We all have a great time 
when people come in and meet at 
Wendy’s.  For the month of February, 
Clancy the Clow Cougar will be making 
an appearance at the  Wendy’s at the 
corner of Rte. 59 and 95th St. sometime 
between the hours of 5 and 8 pm on 
Tuesday, February, 10th.  Then on 
Monday, February 23rd we will have a 
Culvers night from 4 to 8 pm at the Cul-
vers at the corner of 75th St. and Rte. 

59!  All you do is take a break from 
cooking and have a meal out and we get 
some of the proceeds!  Our kid’s benefit 
both from the funds received by the 
PTA and the camaraderie of seeing their 
school friends on a social level outside 
of school!  However, if you don’t feel 
like coming inside, we also receive do-
nations if you go through the drive 
through, so come support our PTA! 
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The next thing that we are asking for is 
donations for a silent auction that we 
will be having at our Carnival at the end 
of February.  If you work somewhere 
that is willing to donate something that 
might bring in a few bids, please let me 
know!  (You can reach me, Gina Ram-
sey, at (630) 717-9906.)  We can use all 
the donations we can get! 
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The final way that you can help to raise 
funds is by continuing to shop online at 
gaschoolstore.com for any gifts, flow-

ers, magazine subscriptions, or other 
things that they offer.  Use our school 
code, 1038801 and we will see a signifi-
cant donation from those purchases! 

 

As always, thank you for all of your 
support! 
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Thursday, February 12 
7 p.m. 

Multi-purpose Room 

February PTA Meeting 
A nominating committee will be formed to present the Execu-
tive Officers for re-election to the 2009-2010 school year. We 
will also be reviewing our budget for the balance of this 
school year, as well as discussing new ideas/events for the 
next school year.  

All are encouraged to attend. 

The school board has approved the 
calendar for 2009-2010.  The calendar 
is posted on the website: 
 
http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/ 
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PTA presents… 

Clow’s Annual Carnival 
 

Girls! Grab your poodle skirts and get your hair in a ponytail!  Guys! Get your leather jackets and grease back 
that hair!  Come Rock Around the Clock at the Clow Carnival! 

This year’s carnival will take us back to the rockin’ 50’s with juke boxes, guitars, and fuzzy dice! 
Come join us for fun games, great prizes, and good food! 

Pizza, hot dogs, drinks, popcorn, cotton candy, and desserts will be sold in the Multipurpose room. 

  

Friday, February 27 

5-8pm 

Tickets: 4/$1  ordered in advance,  3/$1 at the Door 

 

Questions?  Contact the Clow Carnival Committee: Jennifer Isakson (email: jjjjjhome@sbcglobal.net), Theresa 
White (email: luvtexgal@sbcglobal.net) or JoAnn Degnan (email: joanndegnan@comcast.net). 

3rd Annual Science Fair 
Friday, March 20 

Calling all future scientists or kids who just love sci-
ence!  It’s time to start preparing for the Science Fair!  
The science fair is a fun and educational experience and 
ALL students K-5 are encouraged to participate. 

Last month, an information packet containing project 
guidelines is coming home with students.  After decid-
ing on a project idea, students should submit the appli-
cation form contained in the packet, so that it can be 
reviewed for safety before the project is begun.  All 
project applications are due by February 20. 

The information packet contains ideas and references to 
get you started.  We also hope you’ll stop by the LMC 
to see the materials also available to help you!  If you 
have any questions, feel free to contact one of us for 
more information. 
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Clow Family Fun Night 

Rollerskating Party  
 

Sunday, February 15 

5-7 p.m. 

Aurora Skate Center 

Admission: $2-$4 

Pizza, snacks, soda at the snack bar.  
Skate rental available for additional cost. 

 
 

�
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Clow’s Hawaiian Bingo Night  
 
ALOHA!!!  Hawaiian Bingo Night was a great success!  There were about 100 or more trying to get 
BINGO and win one of many fabulous prizes.  The parents seemed to have  just as much fun shouting 
out Bingo as the kids did.  The Kindergarten Bingo table was perfect for our youngest Clow students 
with a picture board and fun prizes.  The Girl Scout Troop did an awesome job selling concessions of 
hotdogs, pizza, cookies, candy, nachos and the  biggest hit those delicious fruit smoothies!!  Thank you 
Girls everyone love it!!  With that said, we would like to thank the following businesses for donating 
the prizes:  
 
Showplace 16 

Johnny Rockets 

Color Me Mine 

Potbelly's (I-59 and 95th) 

Panera (I-59 and 95th) 

Learning Express 

Cookie Cutter's (I-59 and 95th) 

Auntie Anne's-Fox Valley Mall 

McDonald's (I-59 and 95th) 

CyberSpace Laser Tag 

Bounce Town 

Build A Bear-Fox Valley Mall 

Culver's (I-59) 

Applebee's (I-59) 

Starbucks (I-59 and 95th) 

Robek's Juice and Smoothies (I-59 and 95th) 

Bogie's Indoor Golf 

Butterflies and Bugs 

 

Also, a BIG thank you goes out to Pennie for getting the prizes, to our volunteers: Jade Wang, Car-
rie & Hannah Garcia, Tracie & Makayla Sage, John-our incredible announcer, Payton & Pike Major, 
Jacob & Andrew Summers and to everyone who helped clean up afterwards!  Also, thank you again 
Troop Leader Diana Kincaid and girls for being excellent hostesses!! 
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Congratulations to the following students whose Reflections projects have advanced to the District 36 level of compe-
tition: 

Literature-Charlotte Elkins, Jaime Sienko, Lily Stephens 
Photography- Bobby Valiga, Charlotte Elkins, Chris Barry, Josh Bundschuh 
Music- Michaela Kincaid 

 

Well done, students!  Good luck at District 36! Non-advancing projects can be seen on display on the bulletin board 
by the multi-purpose room.  All projects will be returned to students at the awards ceremony to be held later this year. 

Below are some of the 2008-2009 Reflections literature entries.  
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Reflections Program 

 
Excerpt from My Grandmother is WOW!  

By Lily, Intermediate Literature 
 
 

…….She finds the good in everything and everyone. I 
love my grandmother so much. She always gives me 
big hugs when I need them. She is so pretty, and has 
white hair she always wears in a bun. When I was 
little, I used to put her bun right lickety-split on top of 
her head. She liked when I did that, so sometimes I 
still do. She wears lipstick and nice clothes. Some-
times we call her “Mimi Mouse” as a nick name. Peo-
ple tell me I look like Mimi. In pictures, we look alike 
when she was eight. She also loves nature and fishing 
like I do. Mimi is not afraid of bugs. 

 
A “WOW,” haiku   

By Charlotte, Primary Literature 

 

Wild, thundering  

On the flat, open  

Wander free and bold.  

   Wow it’s Fall  
          By Jaime, Intermediate literature   

      
Leaves falling  
herds  
Round pumpkins ready to pick                                    
prairie, 
Scarecrows on a stick                                                  
    
Hot Chocolate to sip 
Apples to crunch 
Candy to munch 
Jack-O-lanterns to carve 
Costumes to choose 
Ghostly Boo….s 
 

Rake up the leaves that fall from trees 
Make a big pile 
Jump and play for awhile 
 

The moon is shining 
The wind is snapping 
The fire is crackling 

 

Turkey on the table 
Thanks are given 
No smiles can be hidden 
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3rd -5th Grade 
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February 4 &  February 18 
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3:40-4:40 p.m. 

LMC 

1st-2nd Grade 
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Wednesday, February  4 
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(oldest African game) 

Bring in a  (1 dz) egg carton w/no 
holes on top lid and 24 playing pieces 
(pennies, chips, pebbles, for example.) 
  

Wednesday, February 18  
/�
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Game Menu: Twister, Don't Break the 
Ice, Jenga, Hungry Hippos or Mr. 
Mouth, Battle Ship, Candy Land or 
Chutes & Ladders, and others... you're 
guaranteed to enjoy it!  You may bring 
any of these games if you have them at 
home.   

3:40-4:40 p.m. 
Multipurpose  Room 


%��	
��&�����
: �

�
· Pennie Major and Lori Summers for Bingo Night and 

John Major for being the bingo number caller. 

· Shannon Raczyk for continuing to do a great job on 
the newsletter and distributing the newsletter in a 
timely manner. 
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Tuesday, February 10 
5:00-8:00 p.m. 
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Monday, February 23 
4:00-8:00 p.m. 

,���	�-���	
����������
����������9���

�
 



 

 

� � ! � � � � " � �#$$%&� ' � ( � 
 � � )$& � � � 
 ! � � � * � ������	�

�����������/��

Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA  

The Indian Prairie Special Needs (IPSN) PTA is a group of parents and caregivers who have children with special needs 
in IPSD 204. Our mission is to unify and support parents and caregivers of children with special needs from birth to age 
21 by providing them with an opportunity to: meet with other parents to share experiences and learn more about topics 
of interest to them through regular meetings and workshops; Learn about and support legislation, funding, services and 
community resources that support and strengthen the families of children with special needs in our communities; and 
Meet with educators and community leaders to increase awareness of and change support for the children with special 
needs in our communities. 

Thank you to those who helped support the IPSN PTA by participating in the Airtastic, Culvers and Meatheads benefit 
events held during the last couple of months.  Your support is greatly appreciated! 

The IPSN PTA decided to use their funds to enhance the learning environment by helping to create and improve class-
room experiences that promote, support, and sustain the curriculum objectives of the special needs students in District 
204.  The IPSN PTA Grant Committee recently reviewed 25 grant applications for funding by the IPSN PTA.  The 
grants have been awarded and recipients will be acknowledged at the February 17, IPSN PTA meeting. 

Congratulations to Clow’s Mr. Sebastian Oros, social worker, who will be receiving his grant request to enhance the 
needs of his students! 

 

Following is the a schedule of upcoming meetings which will be held in the Board Room at the Howard E. Crouse Edu-
cation Center at 7:00 p.m.  

 

  
Feb. 17, 2009                      Catherine Whichter, Precision Education – IEP strategies/information 

 

March 17, 2009                  Roundtable discussion with other parents, social workers and other staff on various 
topics TBA 

 

 

 

To learn more about IPSN PTA, you can get more information from the IPSN PTA website.  Go to the Clow website, 
then select “PTA,” and click on the “IPSN PTA” link. 

 

Please contact Amy Skarr, Clow parent and PTA - IPSNPTA Liaison with any comments, questions or suggestions at 
markandamyskarr@comcast.net. 
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IPPC Update 
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The Indian Prairie Parent’s Council 
(IPPC)  announced a cooperative 
effort with the Midwest Heart Com-
munity Foundation, Edward Hospi-
tal, and the Indian Prairie Educa-
tional Foundation on Young Hearts 
for Life Cardiac Screening for high 
school students. The program will be 
offered at Waubonsie Valley High 
School on March 19, 20 and April 9 
and at Neuqua Valley High School 
on April 16, 17 and May 1.  
 
Young Hearts for Life Cardiac 
Screening is a free, voluntary EKG 
screening program that involves a 

simple three-minute EKG adminis-
tered to participating students. The 
goal of the screening program is to 
identify high school students at risk 
for sudden cardiac death, which it is 
estimated claims the lives of more 
than 30 young adults each week in 
the U.S. Over the past few years, 
Indian Prairie has lost three students 
to undiagnosed heart abnormalities.  
  
If you are interested in volunteering 
to assist at this event, please contact 
Joni Blackman at 
NVYH4L@gmail.com.  
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IPPC representative, Monet Davis, 
reported on her attendance at the con-
ference to explore ways of improving 
involvement of minorities in leader-
ship positions within the District. 
  

0�$���	�����

Sixty-six students from District 204 
advanced to the national level for the 
Reflections contest themed WOW! 
for 2008-2009. Congratulations to 
Charlotte Elkins for receiving an 
Honorable Mention in the competi-
tion. 
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At the November IPPC meeting, Dr. 
Kathy Birkett reported that the con-
struction of Metea Valley was on 
schedule for opening in August 2009.  
  

/�5	�2��	����

Due to the weather, the January 
meeting was cancelled and not re-
scheduled. The next meeting IPPC 
meeting is scheduled for February 
19th. 
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Project Arrow Parent Org.  
The Project Arrow Parent Organization (PAPO) has been 
a keen advocate for gifted and talented students in Dis-
trict 204 for over a decade. Today, PAPO leaders recom-
mend evolving into a Parent-Teacher Association (PTA) 
to gain organizational advantages, including the opportu-
nity to have a voice in the Indian Prairie Parents' Council 
(IPPC). IPPC and its 32 unit members meet monthly 
with district administrators to share information about 
issues affecting the education, health, and welfare of 
children and youth in District 204.  
 
Please join us as we consider the creation of the Indian 
Prairie Project Arrow PTA, enroll members, and hold 
officer elections during the Indian Prairie Project Arrow 
PTA Charter Meeting on February 12, 2009 at 7:00 pm 
in the Crouse Education Center, Boardrooms B5-B7. The 
Crouse Education Center is located at 780 Shoreline 
Drive, Aurora, IL 60504. 
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