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It's hard to believe, but we are quickly approach-
ing the end of the school year. The students are 
working hard on final projects, getting ready for 
summer vacation and saying good bye to teachers 
and friends. For the Clow PTA, it's a perfect time 
to look back and thank those that have made it 
such a great year. 

 I would like to thank Sonia Hertogs, Bill Raczyk 
and Dione Schick for serving as officers with me, 
and for agreeing to come back again next year. 
Also, a special thank you to everyone that served 
as a committee chair - your hard work and dedica-
tion to our PTA have helped make our programs a 
success. 

 To our countless volunteers - THANK YOU!! 
Without you, our programs and events would sim-
ply not happen. Whether you made a donation, 
spent an hour of your time (or many hours), or 
helped with an event, it contributed to a wonderful 
year for our students. As I said in a previous news-
letter, it is such a great example for our children to 
see all of you volunteering at our school. We look 
forward to working with you again next year.  

 We will be celebrating Teacher Appreciation 
Week this month, and I'd like to thank the entire 
staff for all they do on a daily basis. Our students 
are very fortunate to have such a dedicated group 
of people working to educate them, as well as 
helping them to grow up to be well rounded indi-
viduals. Thank you for all of your hard work and 
dedication. 

 Finally, as our 5th graders prepare to move on to 
Gregory, we would like to wish all of them the 
best at their new school. We will miss seeing you 
next year, and hope that you remember you will 
always be  'Cougars' to us. Make sure you come 
back to visit us and let us all know how you are 
doing. 

 Have a relaxing and enjoyable summer vacation. 
See you in the fall. 
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The quote above has appeared in the PTA newsletter many 
times during the past year. It was originally a part of my 
September 2008 news article. The bucket referred to is the 
figurative emotional bucket each of us carries with us. As 
the school year winds down, it seems appropriate to revisit 
our school’s “bucket filling” theme. 

On a personal level, I extend thanks to the staff, students, 
and families who reached out to me during my recent sur-
gery and leave.  Your kindness, positive thoughts and 
prayers uplifted me during a very trying time. Each deposit 
into my emotional bucket nourished my spirit. With an 
overflowing bucket, I have been able to persevere and over-
come the challenges placed in my path. To all the children 
of Clow School, who keep me smiling with pride and happi-
ness, my gratitude is deep. You make coming to work each 
day a rewarding experience. 

Special thanks to Mrs. Pat Bolin for organizing our growing 
kindness chain this spring – a very visual reminder of the 
joy bucketfilling can bring to each of us. Many students 
were caught filling buckets and participated in this motivat-
ing activity.  

The PTA Board and volunteers created so many opportuni-
ties for our students – filling buckets through special room 
celebrations, LMC activities, family fun events, and dona-
tions to the school.  Your dedication is appreciated. Special 
thanks to this year’s Executive Board, Dee Valiga, Sonia 
Hertogs, Bill Raczyk, and Dione Schick, without whom 
these many opportunities would never be realized.  

Our fifth grade students will soon move to middle school. It 
is always bittersweet for me to see them move on. This 
year’s class has been a wonderful group to work with for six 
years. There are many positive role models who consistently 
fill the buckets of others. I hope each progresses from Clow 
with a bucket filled to the brim – each of you is a marvelous 
and awesome individual! I know you will continue to make 
us proud at middle school. 

For each person who contributes to our fine school, I extend 
a warm thank you and praise. You are valued and important 
in so many ways.  I hope the summer months bring both 
sunshine and a bucket filled with positive emotional depos-
its. 
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Our last weeks in first grade will be busy, busy, busy!  We 
will be putting our reading skills to good use by finishing 
our last anthology entitled “Gather Around.”  We will con-
tinue spelling units, reviewing vowel sounds, and sharpen-
ing our writing skills. In Writer’s Workshop, we will be 
working on non-fiction writing. We will be researching and 
writing about a topic and then supporting it with details. In 
math, our studies will include adding and subtracting two 
digit numbers, fractions, and expanding place value.  We 
will review money, time, thermometers, temperature, and 
geometry.  The focus in science will be 
bugs and insects.  The unit is entitled 
“Going Buggy.”  We will be observing 
caterpillars and recording their progress as 
they change into beautiful Painted Lady 

butterflies.  We will also be taking a trip to the Morton Ar-
boretum on May 13th to learn more about bugs and insects. 

Our first graders are so-o-o excited about their upcoming 
vacation. We hope you will be writing, practicing math 
facts, and reading all summer long with your children so 
they will be ready for an exciting and challenging year in 
second grade. 

It has been a pleasure to work with these first graders!  
They have grown so much socially, physically, and aca-
demically.  Thank you, parents, for your support this year. 
We hope you have a relaxing, fun, and educational summer 
together! 
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First Grade 

We can’t believe the year’s end is almost 
upon us. In May, we will study plants, 
spiders, insects and larger creatures of the 
animal kingdom. We will study mammals, 
birds, reptiles, amphibians, and fish. We 
will do our very first research project in 

the LMC about animals.  

In math, we will spend time learning to add and subtract. 
These concepts will be explored through the use of many 
different manipulatives.  

The month of May will also bring the last of our letters. Be 
watching for a special day when we will dress up to cele-
brate our favorite letter. Do you have one?  

We have really enjoyed watching our kindergartners grow 
and mature this year. Please continue working in all areas 
with your child during the summer. We sincerely appreciate 
all the wonderful support and cooperation we have received 
all year. We couldn’t have done it without you! 
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Kindergarten 

�
May is in full bloom and so are the 2nd graders! We are 
looking forward to an exciting month. We will be learning 
so many new and exciting things! We will begin with biog-
raphies as we create a biographical sketch of our own, 
while reading biographies of some famous people.   

Our reading stories all have a theme of warmer weather and 
encourage us to use our imaginations. In math, we will be 
reviewing double-digit subtraction, learning about multipli-
cation and division number stories, and revisiting skills as a 
wrap-up to the year. 

In social studies, we will closely study the Caldecott book 
award and browse many titles that have won this honor and 
distinction.  Nutrition will be our focus in science as the 
children will be learning about how to make healthier 
choices with diet and exercise. We will explore many inter-
esting Internet sites relating to this topic and plan out some 
nutritional meals.  

We are very excited about making these last few weeks 
spectacular and memorable! 
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Second Grade 



 

 

Just as May flowers begin to bloom, you 
undoubtedly have seen your student 
blossom in many ways since last August.  
As a culminating activity to our bones 
and muscles unit, third graders will be 
visiting the Robert Crown Health Center to 
review how to help keep our bodies 
healthy and growing strong. 

Our A.K.O.R.N genre this month will be realistic fiction. 
We encourage the students to check out these books from 
the LMC.  Students will also polish their public speaking 
skills by giving oral book reports in May. This way the 

class can make a summer reading list based on the books 
their peers share. 

To end the year, students will be creating their own game 
boards based on what they have learned throughout the 
year.  After so much learning in third grade, we encourage 
parents and children to continue to review math facts, read 
nightly, and maybe even keep a summer journal so they are 
able to retain the many things they’ve learned throughout 
this year.  This will help ensure that they will be off to a 
great start in fourth grade. 

Have a relaxing and enjoyable summer! 
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Third Grade 
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"Fifty Nifty United States" and 85 tour guides ready to help 
you navigate through the wonders of our country! At 
Clow's Fourth Grade State Fair on Thursday, May 7th, stu-
dents will provide you with insightful information about 
each of our 50 states. Be sure to look and listen for: 
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We look forward to seeing you at the State Fair from 10:00 
a.m. - 2:45 p.m. Identical music presentations are scheduled 
for 10:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Fourth grade breaks are from 
11:20-12:00 for lunch, 12:40-1:00 for recess, and 1:40-
1:50. 

. 
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Fourth Grade 

Fifth graders have an exciting 
time ahead of them as their days 
in elementary school come to an 
end.  Reader’s theatre takes cen-
ter stage this month. Each of the 
fifth grade classrooms has se-

lected a story and will be performing for their peers. The 
actors/actresses, set crews, media crews, and directors are 
sure to make these performances a hit!  

May also brings our study of history into the 20th Century.  
We will move all the way from the days of the Wright 
Brothers' plane to modern space travel.  Each student will 

create their own Photo Story to educate the class on one of 
the major happenings during this period.   

Electricity in Science will "jolt" us into June, and statistics 
in Math will finish up the school year.   

We are looking forward to many extra events that will en-
hance the Fifth Grade experience, including a visit to Greg-
ory Middle School and the conclusion to this year’s story 
telling series.  
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Fifth Grade 
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Fifth Grade  
Reader’s Theater 



 

 

Every year the Indian Prairie Educational Foundation cele-
brates the arts with a Fine Arts Festival.  This year's festival 
will be on May 16 from 9:00am-4:00pm.  Our district has 
gotten so large that these past few years we've had to divide 
our Fine Arts Festival between WVHS feeder schools and 
NVHS feeder schools.  Artwork created by preschool stu-
dents through high school students will be shown.  Concerts 
by the various music groups will perform.  Throughout the 
school year, I've been selecting outstanding artwork to repre-
sent Clow at the festival.  Each grade level has roughly 90+ 
students.  I pull about three pieces of work out of the 90 to go 
to the Fine Arts Festival.  To be selected is a great honor.  It 
is not a festival of what students do in art class but, rather an 
opportunity to showcase exceptional art. This does not mean 
only three out of the 90 did outstanding work.  We have 
many talented and dedicated young artists.  Not all will have 
a chance to represent Clow at the Fine Art Festival.  This is 

an opportunity to see what other schools are doing as well as 
the schools that our students will attend in the future. Come 
out and celebrate the arts with us! 

Kindergartners having been getting ready for spring by creat-
ing duck collages. Cutting, folding and assembly have been a 
part of this lesson. Kindergartners will be exploring different 
methods of painting. 

Our first graders have been studying Impressionism and 
Claude Monet. They each created a painting of Monet’s gar-
den with the Japanese bridge. The 1st graders noticed how 
lights, darks and white can add interest and depth to their 
paintings. 

Second graders learned about the Russian artist, Kandinsky. 
Each created an abstract painting using analogous colors, 
circle and curved lines to portray peace. Next, they will work 
cooperatively to create a mural using what they liked from 
each painting in their group.        
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Physical Education 
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Since this is our last newsletter article and most of what we 
are planning on doing is in the future, I now will become a 
Fortune Teller Extraordinaire.  Most of what I am foresee-
ing will be based on my beliefs and observations that have 
unfolded pretty much as the year has progressed.  Please, 
have a safe and fun summer; and as we prepare to look for-
ward to next year remember:  A family that plays together 
stays together!   

������� �
The students have just completed their fitness tests in grades 
one through five and all have achieved great success.  It is a 
big learning year in First Grade as we have been working on 
our form for push-ups and curl-ups.  However, their Pace 
Test scores and Sit and Reach scores have been outstanding.  
Second Grade has done a nice job in their second year of 
testing.  I have seen great improvement in them.  Our push-
up form has improved and appears to be along with the En-
durance Run the toughest challenges as we enter Third 
grade.  As a HUGE POSITIVE, the Second grade students 
should be applauded for a job well done on their District 
Assessments for P.E. .  Continue to master skipping, stay 
safe when you move and remember what great changes you 
experience when you exercise!  Third graders look like pro-
fessionals as they have made tremendous strides in all their 
fitness tests.  Continue to work on the Endurance Run 
through extended play over the summer and stay with it!  
Fourth grade also has done a great job in the fitness tests.  

Like most of the classes, the Endurance Run is 
the more challenging test.  Remember, the 
scores will get harder in Fifth grade.  And fi-
nally, the Fifth grade is ready to take on all fit-
ness tests that lie in front of them as they pre-

pare to enter Middle School.  Your scores and distances will 
continue to increase, but I have no doubt each of you has the 
capabilities to meet or should I say EXCEED all expecta-
tions!  As you can see, all that we try to do in class should 
have an element of our fitness test included.  By practicing 
and making fitness fun, students as well as everyone can get 
in better shape and feel and look better in the process.  As I 
peer closer into the crystal ball, I do see some future Olym-
pians in our group appearing in the Olympics in 2016 in of 
course the city of Chicago! 
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Field Day 2009 (June 4th in the a.m., rain date June 5th) 
went real well.  The weather was perfect which helped put a 
lot of smiles on everyone’s faces.  I believe we had some 
fun activities for the students throughout the morning.  I 
think the dunk tank was the ‘coolest?’ 

The final Fun Run was awesome.  We had 1,000 people 
attend as well as President Obama stopped by to extend his 
thanks for promoting fitness for everyone. 

As I look into my crystal ball, I see a great summer ahead 
for all and even more fun learning next school year! 
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Kindergartners have really developed as singers! We con-
tinue to sing daily in class, and most students can match 
pitch well! We have experimented with our speaking, sing-
ing, and whisper voices through choral and solo singing. 
We explored loud and soft through singing and movement. 
In our last month as Kindergartners in music, we will ex-
plore percussion instruments and non-traditional instru-
ments, as we discover the sounds and rhythms that we can 
create with these instruments.  

As the first graders evolve into second graders, they have 
learned how to distinguish between the beat and the rhythm 
through studying chants and poems. Students have learned 
how rhythms can be represented with quarter notes and 
eighth notes and how they can be placed on the staff. As we 
prepare for second grade in the fall, we will conclude the 
year with folkdances in various meters. 

Congratulations to the second grade students on their 
Spring Musical performance! Students worked very hard 
and did a fantastic job! In their final month, students will be 
learning about steps, skips, and leaps, and completing musi-
cal assessments on rhythm, instruments, and musical sym-
bols.  

The third grade students celebrated Jazz History Month in 
April as they studied how jazz evolved and learned about 
important jazz musicians such as Louis Armstrong and 
Wynton Marsalis. Students compared the instruments of the 
jazz ensemble to the orchestra. Students learned about how 
improvisation plays an important part in the jazz style and 
learned a modified recorder piece by Louis Armstrong. Stu-
dents will conclude the year with songs that expand their 
playing technique to three repeating patterns layered on top 

of each other (three-part ostinati), and study of the sixteenth 
note.  

The fourth grade students are preparing for their State Fair 
performance this month, which will take place on Thurs-
day, May 7th. We will be singing songs representing each 
region of the country as we bring the fifty states to life! We 
will conclude the year by studying ABC form. 

Fifth graders really enjoyed studying the twelve-bar blues 
on harmonica! This new instrument expanded our improvi-
sation and note-reading skills. To conclude the year, we 
will be reviewing musical concepts through the Music Ace 
computer program and studying the spiritual, Swing Low, 
Sweet Chariot.  

� �� ����
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The Clow Chorus is preparing for our final singing event 
this month. On Saturday, May 16th, Clow Chorus will sing 
with the Springbrook and Builta choirs in the Fine Arts Fes-
tival at Neuqua Valley High School. We will be joining the 
band and orchestras at the elementary, middle, and high 
school levels to celebrate the fine arts. The concert per-
formance is free and open to the public. Please come and 
show your support!  

Thank you to all students who participated in the fourth and 
fifth grade musical ensembles this year! Great job on all of 
your hard work in the band, chorus, drum, and orchestra 
ensembles! Thank you to all parents for your support as 
well! 
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Clow’s  3rd graders have been using their talents to create 
posters for Red Ribbon Week. 5 will be chosen, sent to the 
police station and then put on display at the YMCA for 
next year’s Red Ribbon Week. Students are enjoying metal 
tooling. It’s always fun to try new media. 

I’d like to congratulate I Search Calendar finalists Anna Li 
and Kelsey Romanowski. Clow 5th graders voted for the 
poster they wanted to represent Clow in next year’s I 
Search Calendar. Other finalists were sent to the police 
station as well. Congratulations to Lauren Sienko, Sevan 
Tamazian, Mackenzie Knippen, Nicole Golding, Hailey 

Furio, Molly Frank, Jennifer Galkovskiy, and Michaela 
Kincaid. The police will choose which poster will have the 
honor of being in their calendar. Students will find out who 
will be representing Clow in the calendar during the 
Awards ceremony at the end of the school year. 

Our 5th graders did a great job carving and printing their 
linoleum. Look for their prints coming home and learn 
from them about the process. The 5th graders will learn 
about the African culture by creating African masks from 
plaster strips. 

 

����
��)��2���
����
���%���



 

 


 � ! � "##$%�& � ' � 
 � � (#%� � � 
 ) � � �$ � �������

!  "�#����
A Scholastic book fair is coming, May 13th – 15th. Family 
shopping will be the evening of Wednesday, May 13th from 
3:30 – 7:30 PM as well as before and after school on May 
14th and 15th. Look in the Book Fair section of this news-
letter for more details or visit our Scholastic website 
(http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/publish/
clow). A flyer of titles to purchase at the book fair will be 
coming home but you can also visit the Scholastic website 
and create an online wish list, enter a contest, 
check the hours, etc. This page can be 
reached through the What’s Up in the LMC 
page of our website too. Funds from this 
event will provide books and materials for all 
Clow Students. Thank you for your continual 
support. 
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Thanks to our fantastic PTA and proceeds from Book Fairs, 
our school has enjoyed an amazing group of professional 
storytellers so far this year. Additionally, many 4th & 5th 
graders have participated in the Clow Storytelling Club. 
Working hard throughout the school year, they have se-
lected stories and developed the tales and their telling to 
perform for an audience. This year, we will be proudly host-
ing our own student storytellers as well as the last profes-
sional storyteller of this year’s festival on May 20th  and 
21st . All Clow students will have the opportunity to listen 
to stories from a variety of genres told in a variety of styles. 
On May 20th , Elizabeth Ellis, a well known storyteller 
from Dallas, Texas, will be performing, and on May 21st  
the Clow TattleTales will have their turn! We can’t wait!!! 
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In order to learn how to serve the school community better, 
we will be distributing surveys to LMC parent volunteers.  
As with last year – kindergarten and 1st graders will com-
plete paper surveys but 2nd -5th grade students and all staff 
will be completing their surveys online using the district’s 
Blackboard educational software. Your opinions are essen-
tial as we plan improvements to facilities and services, so 
please help us out by participating.  Thanks in advance! 
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From making displays to shelving books, and everything in 
between, like coordinating book fairs and supporting special 
reading events, you’re the BEST! Thank you one and all!!! 
A special “Thank you!” to Lori Patterson, our PTA LMC 
Chairperson.  Big thanks also go out to Patty Schiewe, our 
Birthday Book Club Chairperson; Tammy Hughes, our Ac-

celerated Reader Chairperson; Chris Bickler, our Clow Paw-
Print Publishing Company Coordinator; Deb Stevens, our 
Morning Book Discussion Chairperson; and to JoAnn Deg-
nan, our Book Fair Coordinator. You are all exceptional and 
indispensable and YOU ARE APPRECIATED!  

	���������+����+����
AR quizzes will be available for students to take up through 
the last day of school.  If they reach a goal and don’t receive 
their prize this year, they will get it in the fall. We don’t 
forget student achievement! 
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The school year will soon be over and student usernames 
and passwords will change for BlackBoard. Pronto, a com-
ponent of BlackBoard, will be reconfigured for the next 
school year. We ask that everyone who has Pronto installed 
on a home computer, please uninstall it and delete all files 
associated with it. Thank you for your cooperation with this 
request. 
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The last day for book checkout is May 29th.   All books are 
due in the LMC June 1st. Please check under beds, on 
home bookshelves, under car seats, in toy boxes, in freezers, 
etc. for books from the Clow LMC. Each year, there are a 
lot of books we can’t account for - they get removed acci-
dentally from the library without being checked out, so we 
have no way to track them.  It is the return of books, and not 
payment for lost ones, that is most important to us - many 
books are enjoyed but they are often hard to replace because 
they are out of print.  Bills for overdue and lost or damaged 
books are being sent home throughout the month. Please 
assist us in any way you can. 

������ �������$ ��/�$ ������  �����.���$ ��
������))��*�

Our summer reading incentive program packets which will 
go home the last week of school to all students to keep them 
reading throughout the summer. 

Invitations to all of our Birthday Book Club members for 
their before school birthday party. Birthday cake doesn’t 
make the healthiest of breakfasts but it sure is a lot of fun! 
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We’re having a Scholastic Book Fair and would love for you to come! 

If you’d like to volunteer to help set up, take down, neaten up, check out…just  call JoAnn Degnan 
or Mrs. Frett. 

 

Who:  Members of the Clow Community 

What: Books, Software, Posters, etc. 

Where:  Clow LMC 

When:  Wednesday, May 13; 3:30 PM - 7:30 PM 
  Thursday, May 14; 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 
  Friday, May 15; 8:30 AM – 4:30 PM 

Why: Funds to purchase services and materials for the 
LMC and all Clow Students 

 

 

Remember…. 

 

· 7.25% tax will be charged so please be sure to include it in your calculations. 

· Due to a lack of space, please leave coats, backpacks, and strollers in the open area 
of the LMC. 

· Children shopping outside of school hours must be accompanied by an adult. 

· Acceptable methods of payment:  VISA, Mastercard, Discover, American Express, 
and Checks (made payable to Clow Elementary School) 

· Any questions – Please call Mrs. Frett at 630-428-6067 
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Clipart from Scholastic Book Fair clipart 
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The PawPrints Publishing Center has been busy typing won-
derful stories for our clever Clow Cougars. So far this year, 
we have published 201 stories - a wonderful collection of 
unique works!!   Congratulations to the following students 
who have published books this year: 

Enzo Alcedo, Hope Allen, Gavin Babbit, Cameron Bianchi, 
Kylie Bickler, Tom Blankschein, Ryan Bosma, Katya Brovk-
ovych, Samantha Carlson, Anahita Chandhok, Kevin Claros, 
Troy Correa, Cameron Cyrus, Jerry Daliege, Mikey Dal-
moro, Rose Druce-Hoffman, Spencer DuChene, Blake 
Dudzik, Nick Early, Madison Espinoza, Nick Esposito, Brian 
Flynn, Mia Giglio, Kasey Gillespie, Amanda Golding, Daniel 
Grosch, April Grove, Morgan Hamilton, Hanna Hengstler, 
Cassie Holm, Ashley Hyatt, Joshua Hyatt, Shope Jimoh, Ria 
Jindal, Lydia Jun, Katherine Keenan, Hannah Kelly, 
Michaela Kincaid, Kailyn Klujka, Jack Kuharevicz, Alexan-
dra Lewis, Alex Lichtman, Noelle Maher, Abby McArthur-
Self, Sarah McArthur-Self, Madison McGrath, Faith Meister, 
Alyssa Meyer, Chris Morris, Sarah Nalley, Michael Nichol-
son, Gavin Niznick, Ashleigh Pastor, Grace Pierce, Ally 
Piket, Ashley Piket, Ciara Raczyk, Delaney Raczyk, 

Nicolette Ramos, Mahika Rao, Lexis Rich, Emma Richard-
son, Erin Roberts, Makayla Sage, Joseph Sampson, Carly 
Sanford, Ben Schiewe, Max Schiewe, Scarlett Schumacher, 
Elliot Sieger, Mariana Silva, Sarah Skarr, Ava Slowinski, 
Dharm Sodha, Callahan Steen, Lily Stephens, Emily Stevens, 
Molly Stevens, Abigail Sugden, Jacob Summers, Shannon 
Tagler, Ashley Tan, Naomi Tan, Victoria Tassone, Nick Tay-
lor, Joey Theobold, Calla Thielsen, Emma Tolentino, Jaclyn 
Tucker, John Verdone, Ken Voytell, Kate Waldron, Cullen 
Walwer, and Taylor Wiewiora. 

Many of the Cougar authors attended the Young Author's 
Reception held on April 20th. They read excerpts from their 
stories to the audience and enjoyed refreshments. 

Finally a special thank-you to the PawPrints Publishing Cen-
ter volunteers - without your help, we could not offer this 
awesome opportunity to our kids. Thank you for your time 
and committment. This year's outstanding volunteers were: 
Peggy Blankschein, Kelly Jourdan, Janet Nalley, Julie Neu-
mann, Lucy Perez, Barb Stephens, Deb Stevens, and last but 
not least, Cathy Taylor!! Thank you all!! 
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PawPrints Publishing 

LMC Hours 
Before School Hours* 

Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday 
8:30 a.m. - 9:05 a.m. 

During the School Day 
Monday - Friday  

9:05 a.m. - 3:35 a.m. 

After School Hours* 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday 

 3:35 - 4:15 p.m. 

(closed after school on half days or afternoons before a holiday) 

*Parent/Adult Supervision required during these hours. 

 

Note: The last day for book checkout is May 29th.   All books are due in the LMC June 1st.  



 

 

We have had 22 birthday books purchased for the library prior to this newsletter.  That’s down a bit from previous years.  
Families and kids have come through in the clutch with 22 new books for the library in April alone, doubling our year’s 
total!  Remember the end of the year Birthday Party for those that have contributed books is coming up soon!  Make sure 
you make your donation soon so you can join in on our celebration! 

Thank you to our newest members: 

Megan Ostrowski Mr. Louie is Screwy Lauren Ostrowski Planet Earth 

Jacob Summers  Violent Weather  Payton Major Wired  

Jack Skarr  Fablehaven: Secrets Dragon Sanctuary   Sarah Skarr  Pony Crazy 

Alexandra Lentz Velma Gratch & the way cool butterfly Diego Rodriguez Watch, the Superdog 

Brian Flynn Seahorse: The Shyest Fish in the Sea Abbey Paik  Down by the Bay 

Katya Brovkovych Mrs. Yonkers is Bonkers Lauren Wittry George Did It 

Kyle Rappe  Bing Bang Boing  Spencer Sage  Dinosaurs  

Sydney Thompson Full House: Invitation to Fractions Shola Jimoh Clarice Bean: That’s Me! 

Sam Degnan Change Up:  Baseball Poems JoAnn Degnan Scaredy Squirrel 

Ciara Raczyk  Charlie Bone and the Castle of Mirrors Delaney Raczyk The Wide Window 

Madison Capalungan Living In Space Mya Capalungan Shrinking Violet 
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Another school year has flown by, and my 
last year as LMC Coordinator is drawing to 
an end.  I want to thank Mrs. Frett and Mrs. 
Sparks for giving me the privilege of work-
ing with you both and for making the LMC a 
great place for our children.  I would also 
like to thank all of the wonderful volunteers 

who have worked in the LMC throughout the year.  You all 
do so much to provide our children with a friendly and help-
ful atmosphere in the LMC. 

I would like to say a special thank you to all of the LMC 
Committee Chairs:  Tammy Hughes-Accelerated Reader, 

Patty Schiewe-Birthday Books, JoAnn Degnan-Book Fair, 
Gaye Vicik-Box Tops, Chris Bickler-Publishing, Deb Ste-
vens-Morning Book Discussion, and Kristi Rieke-Service 
Committee.  All of you made my job so much easier! 

To those of you who are moving on, your contribution will 
be greatly missed.  I hope the rest of you will be able to con-
tinue volunteering in the LMC next fall. 

Please remember to check out the Spring Book Fair this 
month.  Have a great summer! 
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The Birthday Book Club provides a great opportunity for you to honor your child’s birthday with a book donation to the 
Clow LMC.  Your contribution for a personally dedicated book for the LMC is $10.00.  Your child will be the first to check 
out the book, and they will be invited to our birthday book club party at the end of the school year. 

Your child can either check out the LMC’s birthday book catalog, visit the online birthday book catalog, or just check out 
the shelf behind Mrs. Sparks’ desk and find a great book!  Another option is to visit Anderson’s Bookshop in Naperville and 
purchase a new hardcover book from the Best Books for Children book list that is also available in our catalog. 

To get to the online catalog, go to either  http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_pta_birthday-book-club.html  or the Clow’s website 
(www.clow.ipsd.org), and click on the LMC link on the left, you’ll then scroll down to The Clow PTA Supports the  
Clow LMC Program, at which you’ll click on Birthday Book Club, then  Select the Birthday Book Catalog link. 
If you have any questions, please contact me at pschiewe@att.net. 

	���'��&�%�� ��
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Birthday Book Club 



 

 

I would like to send out a huge thank you to the following women: Marty Oakley , Eileen Skrbec, Donna Sosniak, and 
Leah Keane. These ladies have helped tally points and hand out prizes to the smiling faces of  the Clow Cougars every 
week! ALL these ladies have gone above and beyond this year due to the shortage of volunteers. I greatly appreciate all 
the work you have done! 

I would also like to thank Mrs. Frett and Mrs. Sparks.  These ladies go the extra mile every single day to touch the lives of 
all the kids in the LMC. I feel honored to have worked among them for so many years. I am truly thankful to have worked 
with all these phenomenal women! Thank you so much! 
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Accelerated Readers 
Congratulations to the TOP TEN Point Earners! 

Accelerated Reader Program 

GREAT 

JO
B! 

2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

1 Jack Schiewe Darren Huang Casey Crowley Shope Jimoh

2 Max Schiewe Ben Rieke Matthew Valiga Lachlan McArther -Self

3 Emma Richardson Kyle Nalley Bingtao Xiang Paige Carlson

4 Gavin Niznik Joseph Walwer Jacob Bundschuh Darius Haery

5 Shannon Tagler Naomi Tan Erika Keirse Karisa Zdanky

6 Gavin Babbit Shola Jimoh Colin Rustemeyer Calla Thielsen

7 Ria Jindal Paige Price Andrew Orzechowicz Patrick McDonough

8 Amanda Golding Corey McGrath Kelsey Romanowski Claire Grove

Andy Li

9 Juliana Villa Trevor Tesmond Douglas McKissick Anastasia Frizell

10 Scarlet Schumacher Jair Thompson Nicole Golding Mason Bickler
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Kindergarten 

Friday, June 5 
 

1st-5th Grade 
Monday, June 8 

Dismissal @ 10:10 a.m. 
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We are looking for some people to fill open com-
mittee positions for next year. The openings are 
as follows: 

Art Awareness Hospitality 
Box Tops Membership 
Holiday Shop Market Day 
Carnival DNA Gift Certificates 

  

If you are interested in helping out by chairing 
one of these committees, please contact the cur-
rent chairperson, or myself, for more information.  
Thanks. 
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The PTA Needs You 
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3rd -5th Grade 
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May 6 & May 20 
3:40-4:40 p.m.; Multi-Purpose Room 

1st-2nd Grade 
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May 6 
Game Designer, Greg Daigle will visit Clow to 
share his insight and ideas for developing your 

own board game. 

May 20  
Come to our Game Workshop to create your 
own original game (more info will go home 
with a supply list/suggested items)  

June 3 
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3:40-4:40 p.m.; Multi-Purpose Room 
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May 4 – 8th is Teacher & Staff Appreciation Week at 
Clow!  Throughout the week, we will be treating the staff to 
special things like baked goods, lunch, salty treats, and 
more! 

On Wednesday, May 6th, the students can bring in school 
supplies for their teacher and place them in the bag on their 
teacher’s desk.  These are usually things like post-its, pens, 
special pencils, staples, magnetic tape, or even prizes for 
the treasure box!  We have a great staff at Clow and this is 
the week we let them know how happy we are to have 
them! 
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Wednesday, May 13 
2:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 27 
7:00 p.m. 

 
 

 Meetings will be held in multi-purpose room.   
 

All are invited. 
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Registration packets were sent home via backpack on 
Thursday, April 30.  We appreciate your help in plan-
ning for the 2009-10 school year.  Packets should be 
returned to the school by May 21. 

Thank you to Toni Piket for all her hard work coordinating 
the Talent Show. 

A huge thank you to Gina Ramsey for organizing all of our 
fundraising efforts this year.  
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Tuesday, May 12 

5:00-8:00 p.m.  

 

15% of all sales that Wendy’s receives between 
5:00 pm and 8:00 pm will be donated to the Clow 
PTA and all you have to do is have dinner.  You 
can  eat-in, carry out or use the drive thru. 
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IPPC Update 
 
 

 
Notes from the April 16, 2009 Meeting: 
 
State Representative Darlene Senger.  Ms. Senger urged 
community members to contact members of Congress to 
voice concerns about CN Railway avoiding paying for 
mandated grade separation mitigation (estimated at 
$160MM). Info can be found at  http://
www.fightrailcongestion.com/Default.aspx under Current 
Action Request.   Ms. Senger also spoke about the huge 
state budgetary deficit and assured us that, at least at this 
point, funding for education has not been cut. She did indi-
cate that new programs would probably not be consid-
ered under the current financial environment.    
 
Young Hearts 4 Life .   Jason Altenbern shared that the 
Young Hearts for Life cardiac screening which is currently 
being done at both Neuqua and Waubonsie will result in 
approximately 5,250 students being tested. In addition, he 
added that a grant from the IPEF has covered the majority 
of the equipment rental costs associated with the program 
and there has been virtually no cost to the District.    
 
Paradox of Parenting.  Dr. Paul Mullen, a Licensed Clini-
cal Psychologist, will speak about the developmental needs 
of middle school-age children. He will discuss strategies 
for parents to facilitate growth during the sometimes diffi-
cult transition into adolescence. Dr. Mullen's presentation 
will last approximately 45 minutes. Parents will have an 
opportunity to ask questions at the end. This free program 
will be held at Crone Middle School on April 29 at 8pm.    
 
Social - Emotional Learning Initiatives.  Dr. Darlene Rus-
cutti, the DuPage Regional Superintendent of Educa-
tion, presented programs for the implementation of SEL 
initiatives throughout the state. For more information, visit 
http://www.isbe.net/ils/social_emotional/standards.htm.    
 
Dr. Stephen Daeschner.  Dr. Daeschner confirmed that a 
one-year teacher contract has been approved. Included in 
this is the Wednesday Late Start Program that will be im-
plemented next year. He assured everyone that provisions 
would be made to accommodate students that needed to 
arrive early on those days.      
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IPSN PTA 
 

The Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA is a group of 
parents and caregivers who have children with special 
needs in IPSD 204.  

 

Naperville Disabilities Fair  

Saturday, May 2 
1:00-4:00 p.m. 

Naperville Municipal Center  

 
To learn more about IPSN PTA, you can get more 
information from the IPSN PTA website.  Go to 
the Clow website, then select “PTA,” and click on 
the “IPSN PTA” link. 
 
Please contact Amy Skarr, Clow parent and PTA - 
IPSNPTA Liaison with any comments, questions or 
suggestions at 630/527-1382 or markandamy-
skarr@comcast.net. 

 

Indian Prairie School District 

Fine Arts Festival 
 

Saturday, May 16 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Neuqua Valley High School 
 

View art work and listen to musical performances by 
Clow student & other schools in District 204. 

District 204 website: 

http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/ 
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