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Robert E. Clow Elementary School 

Welcome to the 2009-2010 
school year Clow Cougars. It's 
great to be back at school, even 
though our summer weather has 
just arrived. I am sure all of you 
are ready to get back into a rou-
tine again just as I am. 

Once again, we will be hosting 
the 1/2 day Kindergarten pro-
gram at Clow, as well as the all 
day program. We are happy to 
welcome all of the little Cougars 
to our school, and hope you will 
take advantage of all it has to 
offer. We also hope that you will 
become involved and volunteer 
at activities and events that our 
PTA offers throughout the year. 

Speaking of volunteering, you all 
should have received the Volun-
teer Packet that was sent home 
the first day of school. I hope 
you have taken some time to 
review it, and that you've found 
some opportunities to volunteer 
that will fit into your schedules. 
Help us make it a rewarding year 

for all of our children. Volun-
teering at school lets your chil-
dren know you care about what 
happens during the day in 
THEIR  world. They also truly 
just love to see you at school 
helping out. 

 Our Have-a-Heart theme will 
continue again this year, and I 
am looking forward to our stu-
dents being bucket-fillers both in 
and out of school. This year, we 
are also celebrating the 30th an-
niversary of Clow School. We 
are in the very early stages of 
planning our celebrations for that 
- please look for updates in fu-
ture newsletters on both of these 
topics. 

We have decided not to do PTA 
presentations during Curriculum 
Night later this month, to allow 
you to spend more time with the 
teachers. However, this doesn’t 
mean that the PTA doesn’t need 
your help!  I hope you will all 
seriously consider joining the 

Clow PTA this year, as well as 
participate in our Wrapping Pa-
per and Market Day fund raisers. 
These are the main ways we 
raise money to fund the pro-
grams we offer all of our stu-
dents. A large portion of our 
budget goes directly to the LMC 
- the heart and soul of our 
school! We also donate money to 
each classroom teacher for sup-
plies, help pay for field trips, 
classroom parties, and 
our evening family fun events. I 
know times are tough for every-
one right now, but without fund-
ing, our PTA cannot provide all 
that we do. Please help us out in 
any way you can. 

I look forward to another great 
year here at school. Please feel 
free to contact me with any ques-
tions or concerns. 
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Welcome back to another 
exciting year of parent 
and school collaboration 
through the PTA.  Many 
fun and enriching activi-
ties are planned at Clow 
School and our PTA is 

always supportive.  Again this year staff 
have chosen to use the message of 
"bucketfilling" to support our school's 
Have a Heart philosophy.   

 For those who may be new to Clow, 
bucketfilling is a concept that provides 
our young learners with an understand-
ing of feelings. The story also  demon-
strates the impact one's individ-
ual behavior has upon the feelings of 
others.  All children were read the story 
Have You Filled a Bucket Today? A 
Guide to Daily Happiness for Kids, writ-

ten by Carol McCloud during the first 
week of school.  "In a new twist on the 
Golden Rule," the book "explains to 
children that we all carry an invisible 
bucket in which we keep our feelings 
about ourselves.  When our buckets are 
full, we are happy; when they are empty, 
we are sad.  It's important to know that 
we can fill our own bucket and so can 
others.  We can also dip into it." 
(http://www.bucketfillers101.com/home.
html).  You may want to consider be-
coming a bucketfilling family this year. 

 This year a new concept, "having a lid" 
will be introduced. Having a lid includes 
personal skills to prohibit others from 
dipping into our emotional bucket and 
hurting us.  A new bully-prevention pro-
gram, being introduced in elementary 
schools across the district, will further 

reinforce this concept to our students.  
To emphasize the importance of pro-
social skills, an assembly has been 
scheduled for Fri., Sept. 11 with the 
Magical Storyteller, who will teach stu-
dents more about why character counts 
in everyday life.  

September will be a great month as we 
kick off the year with much excitement! 
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For curriculum ideas, go to http://clow.ipsd.org/schoolbag.html 
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During the first week of kindergarten, we have been working very hard to learn our classroom routines and to improve 
our listening skills. The first week was a big success with the introduction of several letters. We are learning to identify 
them and learn the sound each letter makes. This month we will meet one letter each day. After all are introduced, we 
look forward to spending an entire week getting to know each letter a little better. We also began talking about friends, 
families, and ourselves. In math we will begin sorting, classifying, graphing, and learning about patterns. We will also do 
many activities involving shapes, colors, and counting. 

Kindergarten at Clow is a place for growing, learning, and having fun. Our day is filled with a variety of different learn-
ing experiences. The alphabet is a large part of our day! 

 

The ABC's of Kindergarten 

A Alphabet We learn each and every letter. We even make words! 
B Birthday We will get a crown, special pencil, and a book on our birthday. 
C Computers We will go to the lab each month. We have 3 computers in our room. 
D Dinosaurs Our dinosaur unit is dino-mite! 
E Every day We come to school every day and each day is different. 
F Fun  It is fun to go to music, art and PE. 
G Games  We have many learning games to play. 
H Housekeeping The housekeeping center is always great fun. 
I  I think I can... learn a lot in kindergarten. 
J Journals  Journals help us to grow from drawing to writing. 
K Kindness We learn to show kindness in many ways. 
L Letters  We learns the letter names and their sounds. 
M Manipulatives It's fun to learn math using hands-on activities. 
N  Newsletter It goes home on Friday and tells parents what we've done all week & what is to come. 
O Optimistic We are optimistic about losing our teeth. 
P Play  When we play, we also learn. 
Q Quiet  It is seldom quiet. We're always too busy! 
R Right  We learn to say the pledge and place our right hand on our heart. 
S Spelling  Kindergarten spelling helps us to learn to read and write  
T Teeth  Be sure to let us know when you lose a tooth. 
U Unique  Kindergartners are very unique. 
V Very funny Kindergarten teachers are very funny. 
W Water  In science, we do many activities with water. 
X eXciting Kindergarten is always exciting. 
Y Yippee  What kindergartners shout when outside for recess. 

              Z        Zoom  The year zooms by! 
�
We know all the kindergartners are special and we look forward to a fun and rewarding year. 
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Kindergarten 
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Second Grade 

The first graders are 
starting the year off 
getting used to class-
room routines, renew-
ing “old” friendships, 
and establishing new 

ones. We are beginning an exciting 
adventure in our reading anthologies.   

We are learning how to read and spell 
words through our Word Wall activi-
ties. Language Arts has us reviewing 
letter sounds and practicing proper 

D’Nealian formation. The use of small 
white boards is important in our daily 
lessons. We have also begun journal 
writing stressing the need of a capital 
letter at the beginning of a sentence 
and proper punctuation at the end.  

We are also learning to think like writ-
ers and authors. We will be participat-
ing in Writer’s Workshop, where we 
will be creating different genres of 
writing throughout the year.  

In Math, we are working to establish a 
sense of number order. We are also 
learning to tell time to the hour and 
count coins.  

In Social Studies we are learning how 
to resolve conflicts in a positive man-
ner by “Talking It Out.” We are work-
ing towards building a cooperative 
community in which to learn and play.  

We are looking forward to meeting our 
parents on Curriculum Night, Septem-
ber 3rd.  
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First Grade 

�
Welcome back!  We hope your sum-
mer vacation was wonderful and relax-
ing. As we begin our year, third grad-
ers will make a splash as they dive into 
a year filled with many new and excit-
ing opportunities.   

Third graders will sail with a journey 
around the world as we study our 
oceans and continents.  They will also 
become more inquisitive scientists as 
they investigate and research different 
animals.  Students will discover more 
about classifying these animals into 

groups as well as the habitats in which 
they live.   

Composing quality paragraphs will be 
our focus in writing during the month 
or September.  We are excited about 
the addition of Smartboards in our 
classrooms as this will help us engage 
students in interactive learning.  

During September, the third grades 
will be encouraged to read daily using 
our A.K.O.R.N. reading program.  Stu-
dents will be responsible for logging 
their nightly minutes and watching 
their growth throughout the year.   

Third grade teachers would also like to 
remind you to keep watching and 

checking the assignment notebooks 
daily.  This will notify and remind 
third graders about homework, upcom-
ing tests, and school events.   

We look forward to meeting all parents 
on Curriculum Night, Thursday Sep-
tember 3rd.  Third grade will prove to 
be an exhilarating and rewarding 
school year for your student! 
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Third Grade 

 

 

Welcome to second grade! We are all 
so excited to be back and are looking 
forward to an exciting year.  

We will begin our academic year ex-
ploring the theme “Being Me” in read-
ing. We will learn how we are all 
unique but can contribute to a common 
goal. Second grade is a great year for 
reading and we are excited to share 
many of our new books and activities.  

In math, this month we will dive into 
our series which begins with sequenc-
ing, money, and comparing numbers. 
Social Studies brings us a study of 
different types of communities. We 
love to learn about Naperville and 
what a great place it is!  

The first half of 
September we will 
be learning about 
and practicing the 
Writer’s Workshop 
routine. Our goal is 
for all second grad-

ers to be published authors this year. 
Later in September, we will be work-
ing on letter writing formats and rou-
tines.  

 As always, we are looking forward to 
Curriculum Night where we will share 
what a second grader’s real day is like. 
Hope to see you there! 
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Welcome Back!  We hope your sum-
mer vacation was terrific and relaxing.  
This year the fifth grade team is com-
prised of three teachers: Mrs. Sara Pe-
wett (5P), Mrs. Victoria Mulacek 
(5M), and Mr. Aaron Sovern (5S). We 
look forward to meeting you on Thurs-
day, September 3rd for Curriculum 
Night when we can give you an over-
view of what you and your fifth grader 
can expect throughout the 2009-2010 
school year. 

You may have already noticed that we 
try to help the students develop good 
organizational skills and teach them to 
budget time.  The assignment notebook 
is a valuable tool for Clow students.  
Please check it over and check it often.  
Be sure to look at the front of the as-
signment notebook for some helpful 
pages on writing, test taking, sched-
ules, calendars, and more.  Being pre-
pared daily is a vital component to a 
successful 5th grade year.  

 

 

As we begin the year, we kick off read-
ing with reviewing and practicing read-
ing strategies. Students will work on 
choosing books that are just right for 
them as well as working on their ac-
countabilities for the quarter.  

In writing, students will create an “I 
Am” poem about them and learn how 
to compose a book review on one of 
their favorite books. The format for the 
book review is on the schoolbag site so 
be sure to check it out along with stu-
dent examples.  

One of our most 
exciting science 
units begins with 
students learning 
about the digestion 
system and the 
functions of each 
organ in the diges-

tion system as well as learning about 
the food pyramid and making good 
food choices.  

 

 

 

Math will continue to build upon stu-
dents’ previous skills as we review 
number sense in the first unit. It is very 
important that students know their 
math facts so any additional practice at 
home would be greatly appreciated.  

We consider it a privilege to teach your 
children and look forward to assisting 
them as they begin to make the transi-
tion to middle school.  If you ever have 
questions or concerns, please don’t 
hesitate to call any of us.  We encour-
age you to visit the Clow Schoolbag 
Site where you can see samples of stu-
dent work, websites that connect with 
our curriculum and much more!  

We’re sure it’s going to be a fantastic 
year, particularly if we approach it with 
positive attitudes, work together, and 
maintain open lines of communication.  

We look forward to meeting you 
Thursday, September 3rd for Curricu-
lum Night! 
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Fifth Grade 

Try not to "Sweat the Small Stuff," 
even though warm weather seems to 
have become a tradition for the open-
ing days of school. We're looking for-
ward to sharing all about fourth grade 
with you on curriculum night, which is 
September 3rd at 7:00 p.m. with the 
same session repeated at 7:45 p.m. All 
fourth grade parents and teachers will 
be meeting in rooms 202 and 203.  

Until then, look for your child's assign-
ment book to come home each eve-
ning. Communication about home-
work, special projects, and important 
dates are included daily. There are also 
resource pages in the front of the as-
signment book which may be very 
helpful to you.  

 

 

 

 

In the beginning days of fourth grade, 
your child will be coming home very 
excited to share about crashing eggs, 
meeting Peter and Fudge in Tales of a 
Fourth Grade Nothing, and T.G.I.F. !! 

 

We look forward to an awesome year! 
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Fourth Grade 
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Welcome back, everyone!  It is nice to 
see all the smiling faces.  We have had 
a great start to the year, and I know it 
will continue that way as we work to-
gether.  I hope to add some family 
night activities this year, such as Vol-
leyball Night or just some game nights 
(more information to follow).  Also, for 
the students I like as many chances as 
possible to show off their physical 
skills to the school and community.  
We have been doing the Punt, Pass and 
Kick Competition each year, and I 
would like to add more if time and 
space allow.  Other challenges out there 
are the NBA/WNBA Skills Challenge, 
as well as ones that are hosted by the 
MLB and the Junior Olympics Pro-
gram.  Information will be forthcoming 
which will explain more about age and 
other requirements.  I hope for a great 
year as we continue to help promote the 
fight against sedentary lifestyles and 
the increase in childhood obesity. 

����������	�
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Kindergarten is learning the value of 
stopping and starting (body control) 
with different activities many using 
directionals and level changes (spatial 
awareness).  Movement explorations 
will be an on-going theme through the 
year.  We have played some game like 
Space City and See you later Alligator.   

First grade is reviewing stopping and 
starting, level changes, and how to 
work together.  This will be year one 
for the fitness test.  Our District-wide 
new fitness test (called FitnessGram) 
will see the development of the student 
in push-ups, curl-ups, sit and reach, and 
the PACER test.   

Second grade, like first grade, will be 
developing a better understanding of 
how the body moves at different levels 
and in different patterns.  Scanning and 
anticipating movements of others will 

be used. Second graders will be much 
further ahead with their experience in 
the fitness test from first grade.  Also, 
second graders will be assessed this 
year on skipping, moving safely, and in 
the cognitive sense of- do they know 
the 4 major changes your body goes 
through when exercising?  (Our an-
swers:  heart beats faster, breathing is 
faster, your body gets warmer/hotter, 
and you need a drink of water).  

Third graders are fine tuning their 
forms for the tests.  Our first units are 
flag-football and soccer, so we should 
have a better appreciation for how 
those games are played. The skills of 
throwing, catching, kicking, and run-
ning as well as learning defense and 
offense and some strategies will be 
introduced.  

 Fourth grade is a very exciting year as 
we will do square dancing as one of our 
activities.  Fourth grade will hopefully 
delve into our team sports sooner as our 
skill levels improve. Fourth and fifth 
grade will be playing flag football, soc-
cer, and an Olympic sport called Team 
Handball to start the year out.   

Fifth grade, like second grade, will be 
assessed this year on tracking their 
heart rates, creating their own move-
ment pattern (dance) and taking the 
Endurance test. Overall each upper 
level skill will build off the level(s) that 
preceded it.  

We move with a purpose!  Our overall 
theme is cooperation through team-
building activities this year.  We will 
spend more time learning to work 
together in our setting which I hope 
will lead to more positive interactions 
elsewhere. 
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Our once a month fitness activity be-
fore school program will be deter-
mined.  We hope to still have Fun 
Runs, but with a twist this year.  Just 
may add yoga to the group! Also the 
national Punt, Pass and Kick Competi-

tion (as sponsored by the NFL and 
Pepsi) will be conducted after school.  
More information is forth coming.  If 
this letter is after our contest, please go 
to the following web site for participat-
ing sites:  
https://nflppk.active.com/CompetitionF
inder.aspx 

Please continue to have your student(s) 
prepared for P.E. class with safe and 
comfortable gym shoes.  Appropriate 
clothing to allow for movement is also 
so important.   Our gym is carpeted. 
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“When you exercise, your brain releases a 
chemical called endorphins (say: en-dor-
funz), which may make you feel happier. 
It's just another reason why exercise is 
cool”                —- Mary L. Gavin, MD 

Physical Education 
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KGpm–W 
KMe - M,W,F 
KMi – M,Tu,Th     
 
1B - M, Tu, F 
1P -Tu, Th, F  
1S– M,W, Th 
 
2F-Tu,Th, F 
2He– M, Tu,W  
2Hx–W, Th, F   
       
3F - W,Th,F 
3Ma– M,Tu,F 
3Mo–M,Tu,Th 
 
4A –M,Tu,Th 
4S –Tu,W,F 
4V– M, Th, F    
         
5M–M, Th, F 
5P– Tu,W, F 
5S–M, Tu, Th 
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Welcome back, Clow Cougars! 

It’s great to see so many smiling faces in 
the art room again! I’m looking forward to 
another art filled year! 

Kindergartners start out their art year learn-
ing about variety of lines, patterns of lines 
and the difference between organic and 
geometric shapes. By finding basic shapes 
in objects the kindergartners are able to 
draw more than they ever imagined! 

Our first graders will review a bit about 
line patterns with their first art project-line 
lion. We then will study how to draw the 
body by creating bike riding self-portraits. 

Second graders are beginning their study of 
color. Their first project is a monochro-
matic abstract self-portrait based on My 
Many Colored Days by Dr. Seuss. We will 
be learning how artists choose colors for 
expression. Much of their year will be 
based on studying line and color. 

Third graders are learning to show space 
on a flat format. They are studying the art-
ist Wayne Thiebaud(Tea Bow) and creat-
ing cake compositions using curved lines 
and value(lights and darks). 

Clow fourth graders start out their year 
learning about the artist Matisse. They will 
create a collage of cutouts. We will be 
comparing Matisse’s artwork to Picasso’s 
work. 

The fifth graders will start out their year 
learning how artists use value with pencil 
as well as paint. Clow fifth graders will 
create values graphs and still lifes, showing 
lights and darks that artists use to create the 
optical illusion of 3-d. 

����
��$��%���
����
�
�
 

�
�
�

Art  

 

Welcome back to general music! It’s 
great to see the students back at 
school and ready for music-making! 
This year we will continue to ex-
plore the fundamental elements of 
music: steady beat, rhythm, har-
mony, melody, form, texture and 
style, as we learn about how sound 
is created through our bodies and 
other musical instruments. Continu-
ing our World Music curriculum, 
students will also learn about the 
role of music in other cultures and 
countries as they compare them to 
different styles of American music. 
We will also reinforce mathematical 
and literacy skills through musical 
concepts. We will continue to de-
velop skills in World Music Drum-
ming as we learn about its key ele-
ments including respect, teamwork, 
and community. 

Full-time students in Kindergarten 
through fifth grade receive music 
instruction twice per week for 25 
minutes. Students in the half-day 
Kindergarten program receive music 
instruction once per week for 25 
minutes. Grade-level performances 
take place during the 2nd, 3rd, 4th 
and 5th grades. 

At the Kindergarten level, students 
will continue with the new music 
curriculum adopted last year to ac-
commodate the all-day program. 
Students in the half-day Kindergar-
ten program will learn the same mu-
sical concepts, but in a broader spec-
trum. Kindergarten students become 
introduced to the fundamental music 
skills of singing, playing instru-
ments, expression and creation 
through body movement, dramatic 
exploration, experiencing different 
styles of music, and basic music 
literacy. 

 

In the first and second grades, we 
will focus on folk and world music 
as we develop basic rhythmic skills 
and develop a steady beat. Students 
will be introduced to basic musical 
concepts such as melody and har-
mony through singing, movement, 
and playing Orff instruments (barred 
xylophones and drums). The second 
graders will showcase what they 
have learned in a spring musical. 

In third grade, we will continue de-
veloping our vocal technique and 
also begin the recorder. Recorder 
playing helps develop fine motor 
coordination and a basic understand-
ing of musical notation, so that by 
the time students reach the fourth 
and fifth grades they are ready to 
study from a musical score. The 
third grade students will showcase 
their recorder skills with a perform-
ance in February. 

In the fourth and fifth grades, we 
will continue playing the recorder, 
as we explore more notes on the 
staff. We will explore more instru-
mental and vocal ensembles using 
percussion instruments and different 
layering patterns. Fourth grade will 
also have a State Fair performance 
in May. 

The fifth grade class will begin the 
year preparing for their musical. 
This year’s musical will take place 
on Thursday, December 10th at 
7:00pm. Please mark your calendars 
now! Our musical will focus on the 
Orff concepts developed through 
fifth grade and will be an exciting 
one not to miss! Fifth grade students 
will continue to develop their en-
semble skills throughout the year 
with more complex musical ensem-
bles. Students will expand their mu-
sic literacy skills through creating 
their own music compositions, and 
students will develop analytical 
skills through discussion of multiple 
styles of music. 

Music 
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Throughout the year, students have the 
opportunity to participate in extracur-
ricular music ensembles. Students may 
begin the year by participating in Clow 
Chorus. Chorus is open to all fourth 
and fifth grade students and rehearses 
on Thursday mornings from 8:00-
8:50am. Fifth grade students who join 
band and orchestra may also join cho-
rus, as we rehearse on different days. 
Clow Chorus has several performances 
throughout the year, and in past years 
has participated in the PDAC Cultural 
Arts Festival, Young Naperville Sing-
ers Invitational and the Anima Singers 
Honors Chorus workshop. Students 
also participate in the Fine Arts Festi-

val in May with the Springbrook Sing-
ers and the Builta Choir. 

To provide parents with information 
about band, orchestra, and chorus, 
there will be an informational meeting 
at Neuqua Valley High School on 
Tuesday, September 1st. Fourth and 
fifth grade parents interested in the 
chorus program should plan to attend 
the choral meeting at 5:15pm that 
night. Parents of any fifth graders in-
terested in band or orchestra should 
plan to attend the meeting at 6:00pm. 
Information has been sent home in 
your child’s backpack, so please con-
tact Mrs. McCoy if you did not receive 
this information. 

In the fall, students also have the op-
portunity to participate in the Clow 
Drum and Percussion Ensemble. The 
ensemble is open to all fourth and fifth 

grade students. This year the ensemble 
will meet after school on Wednesdays 
from 3:35-4:30pm. Please watch your 
child’s backpacks for additional infor-
mation on start dates and registration. 

Thank you for your continued support 
throughout the year, and I look forward 
to another successful year teaching 
your children! 
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Music 

 

CURRICULUM NIGHT 
Thursday, September 3, 2009 

Two Sessions: 7:00 p.m. and 7:45 p.m. 

 

· KMI & KME will meet in the computer lab. 

· KG & First Grade will meet in their own classrooms. 

· Second Grade will all meet together in the Multi-Purpose Room. 

· Third Grade will all meet together in Rooms 109 and 112. 

· Fourth Grade will all meet together in Rooms 202 and 203. 

· Fifth Grade will all meet together in Rooms 209 and 210. 
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We are the National School Library 
Media Program of the Year!!! This 
summer, Mrs. Frett along with 25 
friends and colleagues attended the 
American Library Association Confer-
ence in Chicago. It was there that 
Clow’s library program was recognized 
as EXCELLENT! That was quite a day 
and we are continuing to celebrate. Fol-
lett Library Resources will present the 
beautiful crystal trophy and check for 
$10,000 to Clow on October 13th so 
watch for details of the celebration to 
follow. 

We’re back and circulating books, 
books, and more books!!! Students are 
visiting the LMC, borrowing books and 
participating in LMCenter literacy ac-
tivities. If your child hasn’t brought 
home at least one library book by now, 
please ask him or her why not. We 
would love to know so that we can ar-
range to help them find just the right 
book for them! 

A special “Thank you!” goes to Dee 
Valiga who spent much of her summer 
volunteering in the LMC and also to 
Joann Degnan who stopped in and 
helped too. Their help and the help of 
other volunteers, makes our LMC pro-
gram one that truly benefits all Clow 
students. Thank you to the dedicated 
parent volunteers who helped out the 
first two weeks of school. They made 
our opening on day #1 possible. If you 
are interested in helping out in the 
LMC, please give Barbara Stephens 
(630-369-4767) or Julie Grosch 630-
369-6027) a call. They are sharing the 
Volunteer Coordinator job this year and 
are happy to explain just what our vol-
unteers do to help the students at Clow 
and add you to the schedule. 

This past summer, our reading incen-
tive program was geared around Read-
ing for the World Record. The packet 
can be found on our website at 
http://clow.ipsd.org/documents/summer
_reading/Summer_Packet_2009.pdf. 

After reading great books, students 
were to document their reading time. If 
your child hasn’t handed in their read-
ing record, they have until the end of 
September to do so. To record their 
reading online and give our school 
credit, please go to the Scholastic web-
site at 
http://www.scholastic.com/summerread
ing/ before August 31st.  

Be sure to stop in the LMC and take a 
look at the wall display that recognizes 
our world record achieving readers. 
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Please visit the LMC portion of the 
Clow School site with your child to 
learn about: 

· “What’s Up In the LMC” and learn 
about the exciting things going on 
throughout the month 

· Online resources for you and your 
child on our Schoolbag site at 
http://clow.ipsd.org/schoolbag.html 

· Our patron catalog where you can 
browse all of the books in our col-
lection 

· What books our students have rec-
ommended and how your student 
can recommend good books 

· The Clow Storytellers and our sto-
rytelling program 

· The award winning Webographer 
program and find out about the 
valuable contribution these students 
make to Clow 

· The AR Interactive Quiz List where 
you can find out about books from 
our collection that are in our Accel-
erated Reader program 

· Who’s Who in the LMC 

· The many ways that the PTA sup-
ports the LMC program and each 
student attending Clow 

· Past LMC events 

· The academics of our Library Media 
Center Program and the many ways 
it contributes to your child’s educa-
tion at Clow. 

We wish you a school year 
filled with the joy of read-
ing together as a family! 
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Welcome back to Clow!  We hope all 
of you had a wonderful summer vaca-
tion.   We are looking forward to 
scheduling our volunteers so our stu-
dents can continue to enjoy the many 
resources we have available to them.  
Many thanks to all who have volun-
teered in the LMC in the past! 

If you would like to volunteer, please 
complete the volunteer form that came 
home last week.  Volunteers are sched-
uled weekly, every other week, or once 
a month.  Shifts are in the morning 
from 9:00a.m -12:30 p.m. and after-
noon from 12:30 p.m. to 3:35 p.m.  We 
will do our best to accommodate every 
scheduling request!  Volunteering in 
our award winning LMC is a great op-
portunity to observe your children in 
action as every student uses the LMC 
almost every day. 

We look forward to seeing many new 
and familiar faces in the LMC this 
year.  Clow volunteers are so very im-
portant to the children and the staff.  If 
you would like more information about 
volunteering, please contact either Bar-
bara Stephens or Julie Grosch via e-
mail at Bstephens4@wowway.com or 
Grosch1@wowway.com. 

Thank you again for you commitment 
and support to the students of Clow 
School. 
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Is your child’s birthday coming up soon?  The Birthday Book 
Club provides a great opportunity for you to honor your 
child’s birthday with a book donation to the Clow LMC.  
Your contribution for a personally dedicated book for the 
LMC is $10.00.   

Beginning mid September your child can check out a birth-
day book catalog from the LMC.  There you will find in-
structions, order forms and a list of book titles and descrip-
tions from which to choose.   OR…our birthday book catalog 
is online!!  It will be updated in the first few weeks of the 
school year.  Around mid September you’ll be able to go to 
http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_pta_birthday-book-club.html .  An-
other way to get there is go to Clow’s website 
(www.clow.ipsd.org), click on the LMC link on the left, 
scroll down to The Clow PTA Supports the Clow LMC Pro-
gram, click on Birthday Book Club, then click on the Birth-
day Book Catalog link.  The Birthday Book Order Form is 
available for you to print online also.  Hopefully this will 
make it easier for you to donate a book to the LMC.   An-
other option is to visit Anderson’s Bookshop in Naperville 
and purchase a new hardcover book from the Best Books for 
Children book list that is also available in our catalog.  Your 
child will be the first to check out the book and they will be 
invited to our birthday book club party at the end of the 
school year.   

If you have any questions please contact Patty Schiewe at 
510-1195 or pschiewe@att.net  

	���"�� �������
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Birthday Book Club 

 

The Fall Book Fair  will be in October this year! 
  

Wednesday, October 21 
3:30pm— 7:30pm  

 
Thursday, October 22 and Friday, October 23 

8:30 a.m. — 4:30 p.m., . 
  
 

As in years past, Clow Students and Teachers (only) preview will take 
place during school hours on Tuesday, October 20 and Wednesday Oc-
tober 21. 
 

 
 
 

Due to a publishing error in our last newsletter 
of the 2008-2009 school year, a few names of 
birthday book donors were not printed.  We’d 
like to again acknowledge the students who do-
nated books in the last month of the school year.   

Megan Ostrowski Lauren Ostrowski 

Alexandra Lentz Payton Major 

Brian Flynn  Katya Brovkovych 

Kyle Rappe  Spencer Sage 

Jacob Summers Jack Skarr 

Sarah Skarr  Diego Rodriguez 

Abbey Paik  Lauren Wittry 

Sam Degnan  JoAnn Degnan 

Sydney Thompson Ciara Raczyk 

Delaney Raczyk Madison Capalungan 

Myan Capalungan Shola Jimoh 

Haana Nelson Paige Price 

Taylor Wiewiora Gracie Swisher 

Mrs. Hendrix  Ava Slowinski 

Andrew Summers Joseph Sieger 

Niraj Lawande Matt Valiga 

 

Thanks again for your generous donation!   

Hope to see you there! 
JoAnn Degnan, Lee Sparks, Bev Frett �
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 The accelerated reader program is a 
wonderful incentive program for ALL 
2nd through 5th graders in which stu-
dents earn rewards for reading! 

Here is how it works… 

· READ AN A.R. BOOK.  In our 
LMC, these books have yellow 
spine labels.  You can see a com-
plete list of A.R. books in the LMC 
or check the Clow website at 
http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc.html and 
click on AR Interactive Quiz List. 

· TAKE A TEST ON A SCHOOL 
COMPUTER.  Students will earn 
points for correctly answering mul-
tiple choice questions.  Point values 
start with half a point and go up 
depending on the length and diffi-
culty of the book.  For each test, 

points are pro-rated based on the 
number of questions answered cor-
rectly.  Students must have a pass-
ing score (60%) to earn any points. 

· ACCUMULATE POINTS AND 
EARN PRIZES.  Points accumu-
late and are tallied each week by 
parent volunteers.  Students receive 
prizes each time they reach a new 
prize/point level.  The top point 
earners for the month will be recog-
nized right here in Cougar Connec-
tion. 

So start reading!  Teachers will let you 
know when you can start to take A.R. 
tests for this school year. 
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AR Program 

  
The Publishing Center is an optional 
activity open to all Clow students. Our 
doors are open and we are cur-
rently accepting original manuscripts 
which can be submitted to the Publish-
ing Center in one of two ways. Teach-
ers can suggest publication when they 
observe exceptional assigned material 
or students may submit their own origi-
nal material when they have a story or 
poem of high quality.  
  
Two forms are required for submission 
and they are available in the 
LMC Publishing Center Workroom or 
on the LMC website. Note: Parent par-
ticipation is required!!  
 
1) Parents must complete the Publish-
ing Center Jobsheet which verifies 

parental editing of the rough draft, 
handwriting or typing of the revised 
draft, indication of page breaks, dedica-
tion page and “About the Author” page. 
Parents need to make a final check of 
the manuscript.  
2) The student (and/or parent) com-
pletes the Time To Publish form which 
specifies how the manuscript will be 
produced.  
  
Upon completion of the publishing 
process, students will receive a spiral 
bound copy of their story or poem and 
recognition of their achievement with a 
ribbon, display in the LMC and school-
wide announcement of their accom-
plishment. We also publish select books 
in hardcover which are then circulated 
in the Clow library for student check-
out. Last year the Clow PawPrints Pub-
lishing Center processed more 
than 300 unique and creative student 
stories and poems! And remem-
ber, these books make great gifts for the 

holidays or to recognize someone spe-
cial. So sharpen those pencils and start 
writing!! 
 
Chris Bickler �
PawPrints Publishing Coordinator �
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Clow PawPrints 
Publishing Center 

��������
We are looking for volunteers to help 
type manuscripts in the Publishing 
Center . The time commitment is mini-
mal and the hours are flexible. 
 
If you can help, please e-mail Chris 
Bickler at  
 bicklemc@wideopenwest.com. 

��������
We really need your help tallying points 
and handing out prizes!  If you can give a 
few hours once every 6 weeks, please con-
tact Lori at loripatters@yahoo.com or  
Eileen at eileen@skrbec.net. 
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Upcoming PTA Meetings 
Do you have a concern?  Do you want to learn 
more about what the PTA does?  Do you want to 
learn more about what is going on in the district?  
Then, please consider attending one of our 
monthly PTA meetings.    

Wednesday, September 9 
2:00 p.m. 

Multi-Purpose Room 
 

Wednesday, October 7 
2:00 p.m. 

Multi-Purpose Room 
 

It’s hard to believe that summer vacation is over and a 
new school year is upon us.  I hope everyone had a 
great summer. 

As the Vice President, I’d like to take this opportunity 
to give you a brief overview of some volunteer oppor-
tunities whose success depends upon dedicated parents 
such as yourselves. 

One of my responsibilities is the designation of a head 
room parent for each class.  Once the head room par-
ents are selected, I will work with this group to ensure 
that they have a firm understanding of their responsi-
bilities. 

Please take a moment to consider being a head room 
parent.  It is a very rewarding experience that allows 
you to be directly involved in the school parties.  I have 
been a room parent myself, so I speak from experience.  
More information on the head room parent duties can 
be found on the front page of the volunteer packet sent 
home on the first day of school.  Also, in the packet are 

volunteer opportunities for the Fall Have-A-Heart 
Party, the Holiday Sing-A-Long, and Field Day. 

The Vice President is also responsible for the coordina-
tion of volunteers of events such as the Fall Have-A-
Heart party, the Holiday Sing-A-Long, and the 5th 
Grade Promo Como Party.  In addition to volunteer 
coordination, I will be directly involved in the planning 
of both the Fall Have-A-Heart party and Field Day. 

If you have any questions regarding the parties or the 
head room parent duties, feel free to contact me at the 
e-mail address below. 
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As we begin the school year,  I want to first thank all 
of the families who have already become a PTA mem-
ber.   Being a member gives you a voice in planning 
PTA events and programs planned to meet social and 
academic needs of the students at Clow.    

If  you haven’t become a PTA member for the 2009-10 
school year, there still is time!!   Check the backpacks 
for a membership form and return it back to the school 
as soon as possible. 
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PTA Membership 
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Hello everyone and welcome back to 
school!  I just wanted to give you a little 
information about some upcoming fund-
raisers for this year and to let you know 
that once again, we may have to cut pro-
grams due to lack of funds, so your par-
ticipation in any way, shape or form, 
greatly helps us to raise funds for so 
many of the programs that our children 
have the privilege of enjoying at the 
school. The PTA gives so much money 
to the LMC, all of the school parties, 
dances, and even the field trips that your 

children take are partially funded by the 
monies raised by the PTA, so if you 
think that even the smallest contribution 
won’t help, think again! 

For starters, we will be continuing to 
have 2 to 3 restaurant fundraisers each 
month.  The table below shows all the 
information that you will need to partici-
pate, and I will be sending reminders via 
list serve right before each event.  If cou-
pons are needed, those will be sent home 
via backpack mail shortly before the 
fundraiser. 
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Our annual “wrapping paper” fundraiser 
will begin on Monday, September, 14th 
and will end on Monday, October 5th 
with delivery of orders at the school on 
November 4th between 3:30pm and 8:00 
pm, so look for the information in your 
child’s backpack on the 14th!  This is our 
highest earning fundraiser of the year, so 
any purchase helps a great deal!  We are 
using a new company this year and will 
be offering a number of American greet-
ings gift products, Auntie Annie’s pret-
zels, and many other items. 

 

Fundraising 

Wendy’s Night Rte. 59 & 95th St. Tuesday , Sept  8 5:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
Drive thru/dining 
room 

Culver’s Night Rte. 59 & 75th St. Wednesday, Sept 30 4:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
Drive thru/dining 
room, mention Clow 

Oberweiss Night Rte. 59 & 95th St. Wednesday, Oct 7 Hours TBA Dine in, bring coupon* 

Wendy’s Night Rte. 59 & 95th St. Tuesday, Oct 13 5:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
Drive thru/dining 
room 

Culver’s Night Rte. 59 & 75th St. Wednesday, Oct 28 4:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
Drive thru/dining 
room, mention Clow 

Wendy’s Night Rte. 59 & 95th St. Tuesday, Nov 10 5:00 pm — 8:00 pm 
Drive thru/dining 
room 

Costco Pizza** Rte. 59 & 75th St. Tuesday & Wednesday 
Nov 17 & 18 Hours TBA Go to food court, bring 

coupon, pick up pizza. 

    *Coupons will be sent home via backpack.. 
**membership not required.     

Please remember that anytime you are 
feeling generous, you can always 
make a monetary contribution to the 
PTA and it is tax deductable. 

If you have any questions or sugges-
tions, please feel free to contact me at 
any time. 

 

Thank you all for your support, and we 
are looking forward to another great 
year at Clow! 
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Calling all Clow Cougars and their families to join the  
Clow PTA as we kick-off the 2009-2010 school year! 
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Friday, September 11, 2009 
7:00 – 9:00 pm  

Clow School Gymnasium 
  
 

Come one, come all! Bring the whole family and have a ball!    
The music will be loud and the kids will be dancing all around! 

  
Refreshments will be sold by Scouts and there will be great  

raffle prizes, especially for those who wear Clow apparel/school colors! 
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A special thank you to the following committees for working over the summer to prepare for the 2009-2010 school year. 

Apparel - Christy Rustemeyer 
School Supplies - Angie McKissick 
Volunteer Coordinator - Chris Bickler 
Welcoming - Heather Orlow 

Thank you to Samantha Elkins and Sonia Hertogs for helping me coordinate the Welcome Back Lunch. I couldn't have 
done it without you! 

Thank you to the following parents for donating food to the Welcome Back Lunch:  Chris Bickler, JoAnn Degnan, Saman-
that Elkins, Sonia Hertogs, Leah Keane, Lori Patterson, Bill Raczyk, Gina Ramsey, Amy Skarr, Eileen Skrbec, Barb 
Stephens (Everything was DELICIOUS!!!!) 

Thank you to Amy Skarr and Bob Valiga for working and planting in the garden on a VERY hot day 

Finally, thank you to everyone that helps with our committees. Without you, nothing would be possible. You all make it 
very easy for me to do my job as president. I am very lucky to work with such a great group of people. THANK YOU! 
Here's to a fantastic 2009-2010 school year.  
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Reflections Program 

The 2009-2010 Reflections program is 
underway.  The theme for this year is 
“Beauty is…”  Information packets 
will be sent home with students in 
early September.  All submissions will 
be due on Thursday October 8, 2009 to 
the school office, so students should 
get started as soon as possible on their 
projects! 

There are six categories in this year’s 
program: visual arts, photography, mu-
sical composition, dance/
choreography, film/video, and litera-

ture.  The condensed rules will be in-
cluded in the information packets; full 
rules regarding each category will be 
available at the school’s website http://
clow.ipsd.org.  You will also be able to 
find the project submission forms on 
the website, in case you need another 
copy. 

Please encourage your child to partici-
pate in the program!  It’s a wonderful 
way to promote and enhance children’s 
creativity.  All Clow students who par-
ticipate will be recognized and given a 

special award at a fun ceremony held 
in the spring. If you have any ques-
tions, please call either of the Reflec-
tions Committee Chairpersons, Saman-
tha Elkins at 579-4201 or Kathleen 
Roberts at 369-5266. 
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A wonderful way to enrich your 
child's education is to be involved in 
the Art Awareness Program. As a 
volunteer, you visit your child's class-
room once a month and discuss a 
piece of art work and talk about the 
artist. You also lead a simple project 
that relates to the piece. All art pieces 
have a package of information to re-

view and suggestions that have been 
successful for the past several years. 
You do not need to have any special 
knowledge of art. All you need is the 
package.  

There will be an Art Awareness 
Training Breakfast on Friday, Sep-
tember 25 from 9:15 AM to 10:15 
AM in the Clow Multi-Purpose 
Room. Please attend if you are inter-
ested in volunteering for the Art 

Awareness Program.   Please contact 
me with any questions. 
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Art Awareness 

 
Hello, Clow Families!  The school 
year has begun,and Market Day has 
returned! This is a reminder that or-
ders are due Friday, September 4 to 
school, or Saturday, September 5 on 
the internet.  
 
Please take advantage of Market 
Day, not only is the food great, but 
you have the convenience of picking 

up your order without shopping at a 
store and many items can be quickly 
made on the go!  A percentage of 
orders through Market Day provides 
the PTA with extra funds  
for the school AND you can claim a 
percentage at the end of the year on 
what you spent each month!!l 

Pick up is next week, Wednesday, 
Sept. 9th from 5-6PM.  So, please, if 
you have not tried Market Day, give 
it a try and place your order by Fri-

day or by Saturday, via internet and 
if you regularly order, Welcome 
Back and we thank you!! 
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Market Day 



 

 

! � � � � 
 " � � �#$$%&� ' � ( � 
 � � ) *& � � � 
 " � � � * � ������
�

�����������/��
Dear District 204 Parents/Guardians, 

Our district is preparing for this year's flu season and the expected return of the H1N1 virus. We are following the guidelines 
from the Centers for Disease Control and taking direction from the DuPage and Will County Health Departments to monitor 
flu conditions and ensure that our schools remain functioning in a normal manner this flu season.  The district's focus is on the 
following proactive measures to lower the risk of students and staff catching the flu: 

· Students will be directed to wash their hands before they eat lunch. 

· A video on respiratory etiquette will be shown to students. 

· Hand sanitizers will soon be in all classrooms, lunchrooms, and main offices as a back-up to hand washing. 

· Certified school nurses will communicate with staff about correct hand washing procedures and staff will then instruct 
students. 

· Principals will include frequent messages in their morning announcements to remind students about the importance of 
hand washing and respiratory etiquette. 

· Building cleaning procedures were reviewed to ensure the district is following all public health guidelines. 

Although the district is taking the above steps, we need the help of our parent partners to assist us in our efforts. Please take a 
moment to remind your children to wash their hands and instruct them not to share personal items like drinks or food. Instruct 
them to cover up their cough or sneeze using their elbow, arm or sleeve instead of their hands. They also need to avoid touch-
ing their eyes, nose and mouth to prevent spreading germs. Health officials also recommend having your family receive a sea-
sonal flu shot. Opportunities for the H1N1 flu shot will be dictated by the county health department.  Lastly and most impor-
tantly, if your child is ill, please keep him or her at home. A child must be fever free without taking fever-reducing medica-
tions for 24 hours before returning to school. Thank you for your efforts to help us keep our students and staff healthy this 
school year.  

Sincerely, 

Kathy Birkett 
Superintendent 

 

If you or someone you know have a 
child with special needs, or if you want 
to be involved in supporting our mis-
sion, please join the Indian Prairie Spe-
cial Needs (ISPN) PTA.  The ISPN 
PTA is a group of parents and caregiv-
ers who have children with special 
needs in IPSD 204. Our mission is to 
unify and support parents and caregiv-
ers of children with special needs from 
birth to age 21 by providing them with 
an opportunity to: meet with other par-
ents to share experiences and learn 
more about topics of interest to them 
through regular meetings and work-
shops; Learn about and support legisla-

tion, funding, services and community 
resources that support and strengthen 
the families of children with special 
needs in our communities; and Meet 
with educators and community leaders 
to increase awareness of and change 
support for the children with special 
needs in our communities. 
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September 15 
State Rep. Darlene Senger and Aurora 
Mayor Tom Weisner - updates on leg-

islative issues in IL 
 

September 16 
Culver’s Benefit Night 
(Route 59 & 75th Street) 

Meetings are held in the Board Room 
at the Howard E. Crouse Education 
Center at 7:00 p.m.  Meeting dates and 
topics/speakers are subject to change.   
 

Please contact Amy Skarr, Clow parent 
and IPSN PTA Liaison, with any com-
ments, questions or suggestions at 630-
527-1382 and markandamy-
skarr@comcast.net   

IPSN PTA 
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