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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

February will be a very active 

month for your CLow PTA. On 

the business side, we will be 

forming a Bylaws Committee 

that will be responsible for re-

viewing our current bylaws, to 

make sure they still meet the 

needs of our current PTA. This is 

required by the IL Statae PTA 

every two years. I hope you will 

consider to take the time to help 

out with this committee, so we 

can lay the ground work to move 

forward with our PTA. Our next 

meeting will be held on Wednes-

day, February 10th at 2PM, if 

you would like to participate. 

 A nominating committee was 

elected at our January meeting 

and is currently taking applica-

tions for those wanting to serve 

on our Executive Board next 

year. All four officers are finish-

ing up their 2 year term this 

school year, so if you would like 

to serve, please fill out a form 

and return it to the nominating 

committee. We will also be look-

ing for new chair people for 

many of our committees next 

year. A number of people will be 

leaving our PTA as their children 

will be going to Gregory next 

year, and others are wanting to 

try something new within our 

PTA. I am hoping to have a com-

plete list of those openings by 

the March meeting, so please 

start evaluating your time, talents 

and interests to see what you 

might like to try next year. 

 On the fun side, which is what 

interests our children the most, 

we have a number of family act-

vities planned. Jennifer Spreitzer 

has organized our Family Roller 

Skating Event, which will be 

held on Sunday, February 14. 

What a great way to have a Val-

entine's date with the entire fam-

ily. I hope you can attend this 

event that is always enjoyed by 

those who go. 

On Friday, February 26, we will 

be hosting an 'Old-fashioned 

Carnival' at Clow School. Suz-

anne Flynn and Carrie Garcia are 

planning a fun-filled evening for 

our families. They have a won-

derful team of helpers working 

to make sure this evening is a 

huge success. Thank you to eve-

ryone who has offered to help.  It 

is a huge undertaking, but well 

worth the effort.  

 

(Continued on page 2) 
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From the Principalôs Desk 
ñIs it good enough to 

put your name on it?ò 

This is a question the 

Clow School Staff regu-

larly asks students. The 

question causes each 

child to reflect upon the quality of the 

work he/she has done. We encourage 

every student to evaluate if the tasks 

he/she has completed are the very best 

they can be. As a school, we too reflect 

regularly on the quality of the work we 

do. We know that our job is to prepare 

students for the future. In a lifetime, 

each child will face both academic 

challenges and tests of his/her charac-

ter. The Clow staff looks for bench-

marks that tell us we are doing a qual-

ity job preparing students for the ex-

periences they will face in the future. 

At Clow, we know that academic per-

formance is only one measure of our 

studentsô growth. The character of our 

youth is also of importance in a society 

that increasingly tests the moral forti-

tude of individuals. The most impor-

tant factor in supporting our studentsô 

development is creating a positive cli-

mate. Staff members demonstrate ac-

ceptance of diverse learners. We con-

tinually talk about and model respect 

for all people. We encourage children 

to mark their words carefully so that 

they send a positive message to peers. 

The Clow Staff also teaches responsi-

bility, supporting students as they learn 

the rewards of being an individual who 

has follow-through. We know that 

learning to be responsible is no easy 

task. Sometimes it can be a bit painful, 

but the long-term rewards are great. As 

parents, raising responsible children is 

an incredibly rewarding experience. 

Putting a strong foundation in place 

while your child is still young will pay 

enormous dividends down the road. 

As Valentineôs Day approaches, it 

seems a great time to remember the 

important task of teaching and/or par-

enting children. The experience re-

quires commitment, hard work and 

patience. Most important, meeting the 

needs of children requires love and 

devotion that is ñgood enough to put 

your name on.ò 

Barbara Kaufman  
Clow Principal  

 

 

 

PTA Presidentõs Message 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

As promised, I have finalized the Chi-

cago Wolves Night, which will be held 

on Friday, March 12. Tickets order 

forms will be coming home very soon. 

Check those backpacks. My family has 

been going for several years now, and 

it is a very family-friendly way to en-

joy a hockey game. 

Finally for my friends who have been 

holding me accountable for this, and 

my boys who want the world to know 

- they did an awesome job again this 

year of not making a mess during holi-

day baking! I hope you all enjoy the 

month of February, and I hope to see 

you at our Family Fun Events! 

 

President  
Dee Valiga    

 2009 -2010 Clow PTA Board  

Executive Committee   
 President     Dee Valiga       

 Vice President   Sonia Hertogs    
 Secretary      Dione Schick     
 Treasurer     Bill Raczyk      

Arts in Education   Michelle Sieger    
 Art Awareness   Michelle Sieger    
 Framing     Heidi Oliver     

 Reflections    Samatha Elkins    
      Diana Kincaid     

      Kathleen Roberts   
Health and Safety   Monica Carstens   
 Blood Drive    Eileen Skrbec     

 CPR Class     Kristi Rieke     
 Helping Hand    Cathy Bosma     
 Red Ribbon Week  Amy Lewkoski    

 Wellness Liaison  Mary Beth Nehrkorn  
Hospitality      Open 
IPPC     Leah Keane     

IPSN      Amy Skarr      
 

LMC      Barbara Stephens    
       Julie Grosch      

 Accelerated Reader  Lori Patterson  
       Eileen Skrbec    
 Birthday Books    Patty Schiewe      

 Book Fairs      JoAnn Degnan     
 Box Tops      Dione Schick      
 Book Discussion Group Deb Stevens    

 Publishing Center   Chris Bickler 
 Membership      Heather Orlow     

 Volunteer Coordinator Chris Bickler      
 Welcoming     Heather Orlow     
Publicity       Shannon Raczyk    

 Historian      Heather Orlow     
School Spirit      Carrie Garcia      
 Apparel      Christy Rustemeyer   

  Courtyard Maintenance Dee Valiga       
         Kim Rappe       
 School Supplies    Angie McKissick     

   
          

 Family Fun  
  Halloween Party  Carrie Garcia      

  Holiday Shop   Duana Frank  
  Ice Cream Social   Stella Jimoh      
   Movie Night/Bingo Lori Summers   

  
  Rollerskating   Jennifer Sprietzer    
  Science Fair    Deb Stevens      

        John Major 
  Spirit Dance    Carrie Garcia       

  Talent Show   Open 
Ways and Means    Gina Ramsey      
 Carnival     Carrie Garcia       

       Suzanne Flynn     
 Market Day    Lori Summers   
 Traverso Night   Julie Rouches      

 Wrapping Paper  Gina Ramsey      
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Class Highlights... 

Kindergartners have been 

very busy learning to read!! 

It is very exciting to meet 

weekly and read books at 

each childôs level. The best 

part for each student is tak-

ing the books home to read to his/her 

family.  

In math we will continue to focus on 

number concepts, correct number print-

ing, number recognition, graphing, 

sorting, and measuring. 

In science we are just finishing up our 

unit on water exploration.  We learned 

what sink, float, absorb, and repel mean 

through actual experiments. 

Other topics of study will be famous 

Americans.  

Itôs hard to believe that on February 

9th, unless we have any 

snow days, we will 

have been in school for 

100 days.  Many spe-

cial fun and exciting 

learning activities are 

planned.  

The students are also looking forward 

to exchanging Valentineôs Day cards 

this month.  

We continue to see a lot of growth in 

our students and each day we are proud 

of how hard they work. We appreciate 

such supportive parents in reinforcing 

the skills taught at school. 

 

The Kindergarten Team  
 

 
 

 

Kindergarten  

First Grade 

Second Grade 

 

 

February has the first graders enjoying 

stories in their anthology entitled Time 

Together.  We are continuing our focus 

on comprehension from the text and 

picture clues.  The elements of compre-

hension are main characters, setting, 

problem/events, and solution/ending. 

Please continue to reinforce the Word 

Wall Words. Students should be able to 

read and spell these words! 

Language Arts has us learning about 

long vowels and the long vowel pat-

terns of CVCe and CVVC. In Writerôs 

Workshop we are continuing our work 

on narrative writing. Narrative stories 

should have a beginning, a middle, and 

an ending. Journal writing has us writ-

ing five or more sentences in an exposi-

tory paragraph. 

In Math, fact families, number stories, 

< > symbols, and counting money are 

just a few of the concepts that will be 

practiced this month.  Please read the 

weekly newsletter to keep current on 

our math news. 

In Social Studies, we will be learning 

about famous Americans who have 

influenced our nation. 

Last of all, Science has 

us well on our way ex-

ploring the solar system. 

 

February may be the shortest month of 

the year, but it is a very busy one in 

first grade! 

 

 The First Grade Team  

  

 

BRRRR! Itôs cold out-

side! What better way to 

stay warm than to curl up 

with a good book! Thatôs 

exactly what the second graders have 

been doing. They have been hard at 

work reading different Chapter Book 

Series. They are also earning many 

Accelerated Reader points and reading 

for tickets in our ñReading Olympicsò 

reading contest.  This month second 

graders will be learning about myster-

ies and reviewing reading strategies. 

In Social studies, we will be ñzippingò 

around the U.S. as we study the geog-

raphy of the United States! We will 

learn about some famous monuments 

and special places and attractions to 

visit in our fabulous country! Addition-

ally, we will be using our outstanding 

research skills, as each child uncovers 

all the facts about the state he/she have 

been assigned.  Your student will have 

a very special presentation for you to 

view when you visit for Open House 

next month. 

Some math topics this month will in-

clude: exploring data, finding a me-

dian, weights and scales. We will also 

take a peek at fractions and comparing 

fractions. As always, please continue 

to practice math facts to increase your 

studentôs ñFact Power.ò We will con-

tinue to focus on addition and subtrac-

tion facts this month. 

Have a great Valentineôs Day and a 

month filled with lots of love! 

 

 

The Second Grade Team  



 

 

Now that we've "won the Revolutionary 

War" in social studies, it's time to write 

a plan of government- the U.S. Constitu-

tion!  Ask your child how our govern-

ment works as we dive into the begin-

ning with the Articles of Confederation 

and the Constitutional Convention. Stu-

dents will learn the different compo-

nents of the Constitution and how it was 

written starting with the Preamble.  

Fifth graders will even have the chance 

to participate in ñPreamble Idol!ò  

Last, but not least, a good "percentage" 

of math in February will focus on the 

study of fractions as well as writing 

about math.  

In reading, students 

will review the vari-

ety of reading strate-

gies we have focused 

on throughout the 

year as well as finding 

evidence within fiction and non-fiction 

texts. Students  will be busy, and we 

hope you and your child enjoy this 

month of prime learning! 

The Fifth Grade Team  
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Class Highlights... 

Third Grade  

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

 

 

February is a month of practice and 

preparation.  The Illinois State Achieve-

ment Test (ISAT), will be given in 

March.  Third graders will be tested in 

Reading, Expository Writing and Math.  

Through lessons and projects, the stu-

dents will be sharpening their skills and 

reviewing material in order to prepare 

themselves for the exam.  You can help 

you child at home by continuing to read 

stories with them and practicing math 

facts.  Thank you for all your support at 

home! 

Social Studies this month will be high-

lighted with biography projects of fa-

mous Americans including Abraham 

Lincoln, Cesar Chavez, Susan B. An-

thony, Sojourner Truth, Franklin and 

Eleanor Roosevelt, and Chief Joseph.  

Students will create a newsletter about 

their famous American that will be dis-

played for Open House. 

Our school reading incentive will be 

carried over from January as the stu-

dents compete in Clowôs Reading Olym-

pics by completing 600 minutes of read-

ing at home and turning in the required 

slips to school by February 25th.  Febru-

ary A.K.O.R.N. will feature biographies 

which will coincide with our Social 

Studies curriculum. 

We are extremely excited 

and looking forward to our 

third grade musical per-

formance which will feature 

the students playing their 

recorders.  The performance 

will be held on the evening of February 

18th in the Clow School gym.   

February certainly looks to be a fantastic 

month in third grade! 

 

The Third Grade Team  

 

 

What do the Gila Monster, the okapi, 

and the manatee all have in common?  

Besides being ñcuteò animals, they are 

all endangered.  In January, your chil-

dren became experts on one endangered 

animal through completing research us-

ing a variety of resources.  

 

 

 Now they are putting their creativity to 

work as they design a multimedia pres-

entation using PowerPoint or Notebook 

Software.    The students are sure to daz-

zle you with their presentations at Open 

House night on March 18. 

Which fourth grade students have green 

thumbs?  We will definitely find out in 

science this month.  The students will be 

planting seeds in a  terrarium to create 

the best possible environment for a 

ñcritter.ò  After discussing food chains  

 

and different types of con-

sumers, we will dissect an 

owl pellet.  Keep an eye out 

for those bones coming 

home!! 

 

 

The Fourth Grade Team  
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Every year the Indian Prairie Educa-

tional Foundation celebrates the arts 

with a Fine Arts Festival. Throughout 

the school year I've been selecting out-

standing artwork to represent Clow at 

the festival.  Each grade level has 

roughly 85+ students.  I pull about 

three pieces of work out of the 90 to 

go to the Fine Arts Festival.  To be 

selected is a great honor.  It is not a 

festival of what students do in art class 

but, rather an opportunity to showcase 

exceptional art. This does not mean 

only three out of the 90 did out-

standing work.  We have many tal-

ented and dedicated young artists.  Not 

all will have a chance to represent 

Clow at the Fine Art Festival.  This is 

an opportunity to see what other 

schools are doing as well as the 

schools that our students will attend in 

the future. The festival is held at the 

district 204 high schools in May. 

Kindergartners are learning a little 

about color. We looked at some book 

illustrations and saw that artists use 

cool colors to show snow. Kindergart-

ners painted snow men using cool col-

ors and overlapping circles. They are 

learning about primary and secondary 

colors as well. The kindergartners 

looked at art work by the artist Mon-

drian and used his art as inspiration for 

the Mondrian mice. They used vertical 

and horizontal black lines and primary 

colors to fill in the squares and rectan-

gles that the intersecting lines created. 

1st graders are learning about clay. We 

had a practice day using modeling clay 

to create pinch pots, coil pots and 

sculptures. 1st graders used model 

magic to create coil pots that they will 

be taking home. Students first made 

pinch pots then added coils on top to 

make their pots taller. 

2nd graders and 3rd graders are draw-

ing posters for the I Search calendars 

sponsored by the Naperville police. 

Every elementary school in district 

204 selects two grade levels to create 

posters.  The poster contest stresses 

safety in the community. I will choose 

10-12 finalists from each grade level. 

These will be posted in the art room 

for older students to vote on the best 

poster. The top five from each grade 

level will then be sent to the police 

station. The police will select the 

poster to represent Clow in next yearôs 

I Search calendar. The winner will be 

announced during the award ceremony 

at the end of the school year. 

Clow 5th graders are learning will 

learn about Native American art by 

creating their own dream catcher. Af-

ter the dream catchers they will learn a 

little about Asian art and create bam-

boo paintings. Students then will cre-

ate African masks from plaster. We 

learn about different cultures through 

their arts. 

 

Denise Nickel  
Art Teacher  

Art  

Physical Education  

 

Hello Fitness Fans!  We have a very 

busy February ahead: 

WHAT WILL BE HAPPENING?  

We have the District-wide Heart Ad-

venture Unit coming this month.  It is 

an obstacle course that the students 

will experience physically how the 

circulatory system works.  Also, we 

will be doing some activities from the 

Winter Olympics (indoor and modified 

for the students). And finally dance 

will be part of our movement piece for 

the month.  Mrs. McCoyôs classes may 

team up with my scheduled classes to 

do some of the dances together. The 

students really like this unit.  

 

 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT: 
If anyone has gently used kidôs gym 

shoes they can donate to P.E., it would 

be appreciated.  Students are still for-

getting their gym shoes and this may 

help them at least be able to play for 

the day instead of sit out of class.  

These extra gym shoes will not be 

used solely to replace their own shoes.  

We are in dire need of extra gym shoes 

from small sizes (Kindergarten age) to 

5th grade (10 year olds). Thanks for 

your support. 

BREAKING NEWS  

We had an open fitness challenge for 

students in grades third through fifth 

grade called NBA/WNBA FIT CHAL-

LENGE during the month of Novem-

ber.  The local winners were: Hailey 

Furio, Erin Tagler and Shannon Tagler 

for the girls; and for the boys, the win-

ners were: Bingtao Xiang and Jeff 

Seeley.  The next level was Sectionals 

and the following students placed in 

their age groups: Hailey (5th place), 

Erin (2nd place) and Shannon (1st 

place). 

(Now comes the really cool news: 

Shannon now has qualified for the 

National Finals in Dallas,Texas).  

Congrats to all and good luck to Shan-

non during the NBA All-Star Week-

end! 

I will have another challenge coming 

soon. It is using basketball skills for 

this challenge. 

 

 

Timm Jayne  
Physical Education  
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NOTES Ǉ GENERAL MUSIC 

 

As we move into the third quarter in 

music, students will be expanding their 

musical knowledge and learning more 

about musical concepts in depth. In 

Kindergarten last month, students ex-

perienced the concepts of same and 

different in various activities that in-

cluded movement and playing instru-

ments. Students began to associate 

symbolic notation to same and differ-

ent musical phrases. We also practiced 

sight-singing high/low melodies, 

which students will be assessed on 

later in the quarter. Throughout the 

quarter we will continue to practice 

sight-singing melodies containing high 

and low pitches (so/mi) arranged in 

long and short patterns to continue to 

develop studentsô aural and visual 

skills. Students will continue to prac-

tice reading iconic notation for a 

ñmysteryò melody and then sing it 

back as a class to prepare for assess-

ments later on in the quarter. By fourth 

quarter, students will be assessed on 

sight-singing of a melody containing 

high and low notes. 

This past month in First Grade, we 

read the book Muncha, Muncha, 

Muncha. Students reviewed their 

quarter and eighth notes by practicing 

patterns containing the rhythm of the 

words in the story. Students learned an 

accompanying song containing the 

pitches, so, la and mi, which they per-

formed with a repeating pattern 

(bordun) played on xylophones. Stu-

dents read the song using music nota-

tion on the staff, and learned how mu-

sic notes can be represented by lines 

and spaces. We were VERY busy! Our 

next unit will focus on Camille Saint 

Seansô Carnival of the Animals to help 

us learn how a composer tells a story 

through music. This will also give us a 

great introduction to the instruments of 

the orchestra! 

In Second Grade students learned 

about the country of China. We learned 

how to count to ten in Chinese, and 

learned about some of the customs and 

traditions in China through folk dance. 

Students learned the pentatonic (5-

note) scale through a melody which 

they played on xylophones, and 

learned an ostinato pattern. To con-

tinue with our unit on China, students 

will learn about Chinese New Year in 

the upcoming month. After we finish 

our unit on China, we will begin an-

other unit on folk songs which students 

will be showcasing in their Spring pro-

gram. 

Third Grade students are diligently 

preparing for their recorder concert. 

This yearôs concert will take place on 

Thursday, February 18 at 7:00pm. Stu-

dents have received communication in 

their weekly backpack mail, so please 

contact Mrs. McCoy if you have not 

received information on the concert. 

Please save the date for this important 

event! The concert will demonstrate a 

variety of musical styles reflecting B, 

A, G notes on the staff and other con-

cepts that students have learned in 

class. 

Fourth Grade students learned about 

three-part (ABC) and Rondo (ABACA) 

forms last month. Students created 

their own compositions in class using 

instruments, movement, and body per-

cussion. In the upcoming month, stu-

dents will be finishing their unit on 3-4 

part rounds and will begin studying 

songs with 3-4 part ostinati or layers 

of repeating patterns. We will be visit-

ing the spiritual genre through study of 

the song, Follow the Drinking Gourd 
and add these instrumental layers to 

accompany this song. 

 

Fifth Graders concluded their unit on 

Japanese Taiko drumming this past 

month. Students learned how to count 

to ten in Japanese, and learned about 

the Japanese history and culture. Stu-

dents practiced improvising over dif-

ferent rhythmic patterns on our 

ñTaikoò drums. Thank you to the stu-

dents who brought in articles from the 

Japanese culture to share with the 

class! We really enjoyed it! In the up-

coming month, students will be creat-

ing a composition using fifth grade 

rhythms studied in class. We hope to 

showcase some of them for Open 

House in March. 

 

ǇSAVE THE DATEǇ 

 

3rd Grade Recorder Concert  

Thursday, February 18th  

7:00pm 

Clow Gym 

 

 
 
 
 
Maureen McCoy  
General Music,  Chorus,  &  
Drum Ensemble  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Music 
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Library Media Center  

Service Projects 

Thank you again, on behalf of the Sup-

port Our Troops Organization. Many 

mini stuffed animals were collected to 

send to the soldiers for the children in 

Iraq and Iran. The thoughtful and hand-

made Valentines will be very much ap-

preciated too. You may have heard that 

we are collecting Dollars for Disaster in 

the LMC. This collection is intended to 

help the people of Haiti. A donation will 

be made to the American Red Cross in 

the name of the students of the Robert 

Clow Elementary School at the end of 

February.  

2010 Clow Reading Olympics 

Everyone should have received their 

packet explaining this yearôs reading 

incentive program, if not, just give us a 

call (428-6067). Individual students 

who read for 600 minutes or ten hours 

during the 7 week program will earn 

two special rewardsé a free ticket to 

Great America and a voucher to a Kane 

County Cougars baseball game along 

with a hot dog and drink. Clowôs game 

dates are Saturday, April 17 @ 5 P.M. 

and Thursday, May 13 @ 6 P.M. Those 

classes who read hours equal to 2 hours/

student, 4 hours/student, 6 hours/student 

and the final 8 hours/student will be 

awarded with a cougar medal to proudly 

display in their classroom throughout 

the following week. Not only have that, 

but the teachers of the goal reaching 

classes have their class Inukshuk placed 

in the LMC Olympic wall display. If 

anyone needs extra tickets to the Olym-

pic gold, theyôre on the circulation desk. 

Andéif you havenôt looked at our 

Clow 2010 wall display, there are lots 

of Inuksuit (plural for Inukshuk) recog-

nizing everyoneôs accomplishments. 

A very special ñThank youò goes to all 

of our hour counters who have volun-

teered to help us keep track of student 

reading.  

Young Author PrograméPawPrints 

Publishing 

 

Be sure to take a look at the bulletin 

board display in the hallway heading 

toward the music room and across from 

the first grade washrooms. The Clow 

School Community is proud to present 

all of the Young Authors of Clow 

School. Each author is represented by a 

photo for all to see. Whether an author 

has published one or ten books, we are 

proud of their effort. Published authors 

have been notified to come to the LMC 

and have their picture taken but if any-

one was missed, please let Mrs. Sparks 

or Mrs. Frett know.  

Any student who has had a book pub-

lished during this school year through 

our publishing center is considered a 

Young Author and their book is auto-

matically entered in the 2009 Young 

Author Program. Those students who 

havenôt yet published a book and want 

to participate in the Young Author Pro-

gram need to get right to work! The 

deadline for submission into the Young 

Author Program is February 5, 2010. 

The Publishing Center Jobsheet can be 

found on the circulation desk in the 

LMC or on our website at http://

clow.ipsd.org/

lmc_pta_pawprints_publishing.html. A 

manuscript needs to be written and the 

jobsheet attached to it. The Publishing 

Center volunteers will type it up and 

bind the book. Books may be submitted 

for publishing throughout the entire year 

but the Young Author Program submis-

sions have a deadline. 

Judging Criteria 

§ Reflects the Authoring Process.  Does 

it seem like the student brainstormed 

for ideas and planned, wrote a rough 

draft, revised and edited for their final 

copy? 

§ Interest to the Reader.  Do the ideas 

written about hold the readerôs inter-

est? 

§ Impact to the Senses.  Does the text 

leave the reader with an impression 

they can see, hear, and/or feel? 

§ Overall Quality of Writing.  How is 

the spelling, punctuation, and overall 

impression of the text? 

§ Follow Through to Conclusion.  Does 

the story have a beginning, a middle 

and an end?  Is there a logical series 

of events leading to a conclusion? 

February 5, 20010 will be the dead-

line for any manuscript to be consid-

ered part of the Young Author Pro-

gram. 

 

Monarch Award  

Have you been hearing about the 

Monarch Award? This is an award 

given by children in the state of 

Illinois for the best childrenôs 

book. The nominated books have 

been circulating through our LMC 

since December, and students have 

been reading them so that they will 

be prepared to vote for their favor-

ite. In order to have the right to 

vote, students must read at least 

five. Voting will take place in the 

LMC during February for all kin-

dergarten through fifth grade stu-

dents. We look forward to an-

nouncing our winner and sending 

the title onto the Illinois School 

Library Media Association to be 

counted along with hundreds of 

others.  

 

 

(Continued on page 8) 

 

 

From the LMC  
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From the LMC  

(Continued from page 7) 
 

Science Fair 

The Clow Science Fair is 

coming up, and we have 

some good books that 

include science fair ideas 

on display in the LMC. 

Try using our patron catalog to find all 

of the books we have. Key words like 

ñexperimentsò and ñscience projectsò 

will give some good results.  

The Student Resource Center link on 

our Schoolbag page has some terrific 

science project ideas too. It can be 

reached through our Schoolbag => Re-

search => Online Information Data-

bases => Curriculum Resource Center 

or by going directly to 

http://www.fofweb.com. The username 

is IPSD204 and the password is 

IPSD204 for this valuable resource.  

We have an R and R policy in the 

LMC. Please encourage your child to 

READ books and RETURN them. It 

seems that this time of year 

finds many forgotten books 

under beds, on home 

shelves, and in cars. 

Thanks! 

 

THE LMC STAFF WISHES YOU A 

LOVELY FEBRUARY!  

Mrs. Lee Sparks & Mrs. Bev Frett  
LMC Staff  
 

 

Clow Fundraisers 

 
 

 

Box Tops, Campbell's Soup & Tyson Label Contest 
Our Box Tops, Campbell's Soup, and Tyson label contest is going on now through Friday, February 19. Please send 

in your Box Tops, Campbell's UPC codes, and Tyson Support Your School Labels in a bag with your child's name 

and class clearly marked on it. The class with the most collected will win treats for the entire class, and the family 

that submits the most will receive a movie pass.  This is an easy way to win cash and equipment for our school. 

Thank you for your support - if you have any questions, please call Dee Valiga at 630-357-5411.  

 

 

 

 

 

Havenôt placed a Market Day order yet?  There is still time to do so this month! Go online to 

www.marketday.com and place your order by 11 p.m. on Saturday, February 6.   Pickup will be in the gym be-

tween 5-6 p.m. on Wednesday, February 10.  

 

Uno Pizza Fundraiser 

The Clow PTA is very excited to be hosting its very first Uno Pizza Fundraiser!   Look for order 

forms being sent home in backpacks.   



 

 

Accelerated Reader Program 
Congratulations to the TOP TEN Point Earners! 
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G
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EAT
 

JO
B! 

Lori Patterson  
Eileen Skrbec    
Accelerated Reader  Program Co -Chairs  

2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

1 Elliott Sieger Andy Li Darren Huang Matthew Valiga

2 Kavel Rao Jack Schiewe Kylie Bickler Margaret Stachewicz

3 Robert Valiga Max Schiewe Ben Rieke Nicholas Amendola

Lauren Sienko

4 Lydia Jun Katherine Brovkovych Jaime Sienko Justin Craig

5 Andrew Reid Emma Richardson Naomi Tan Aarya Chandhok

6 Cameron Bianchi Kenneth Voytell Timothy Jun Scott Simpson

Ching-chun Lin

7 Abigail McArthur-Self Cameron Cyrus Shola Jimoh Dharm Sodha

8 Shreya Sreepathy Taylor Wiewiora Nicholas Piraino Elizabeth Michalski

9 Jarrett Wurst Kasey Gillespie Ryan Bosma Alic ia Kim

10 Saaniya Rupani Alexander Kiefer Ronald Marzec Hannah Cline

 

 

 Clow Students Go for the Gold! 

Our annual reading incentive program has begun and will continue until February 28.  Thank you to all who have 

been helping to count minutes Friday mornings in the LMC.  If you would like to help count minutes on a Friday 

morning (or mornings) between now and the end of the program please contact one of us. 

We would like to take this opportunity to again say thanks to all of the volunteers for giving their time to the 

LMC.  Our children benefit greatly from your generosity! 

Barbara Stephens  
bstephens4@wowway.com  
 
Julie Grosch  
grosch1@wowway.com  
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What a great month!  We received ten 

new books in the LMC!   We hope the 

rest of the year continues to keep us 

busy processing new books. 

Is your childôs birthday coming up 

soon?  The Birthday Book Club pro-

vides a great opportunity for you to 

honor your childôs birthday with a book 

donation to the Clow LMC.  Your con-

tribution for a personally dedicated 

book for the LMC is $10.00.  There are 

several ways you can join.  The easiest 

way is for your child to bring a check to 

either Mrs. Frett or Mrs. Sparks.  The 

LMC staff will show them the shelf of 

birthday books.  The child can then look 

through the books and make a selection, 

**Checks should be made payable to 

Clow School.**  Another option if for 

your child to check out a birthday book 

catalog from the LMC.  There you will 

find instructions, order forms and a list 

of book titles and descriptions from 

which to choose.   ORéour birthday 

book catalog is online!!.  Go to Clowôs 

website (www.clow.ipsd.org), click on 

the LMC link on the left, scroll down to 

The Clow PTA Supports the Clow LMC 

Program, click on Birthday Book Club, 

then click on the Birthday Book Catalog 

link.  The Birthday Book Order Form is 

available for you to print online also.  

Hopefully this will make it easier for 

you to donate a book to the LMC.   One 

last option is to visit Andersonôs Book-

shop in Naperville and purchase a new 

hardcover book from the Best Books for 

Children book list that is also available 

in our catalog.  Your child will be the 

first to check out the book and they will 

be invited to our birthday book club 

party at the end of the school year.   

If you have any questions please contact 

Patty Schiewe at pschiewe@att.net.   

 

Patty Schiewe  
Birthday Book Club  

Birthday Book Club 

Thanks to our newest members!  

 

Noelle Maher  Waking Beauty  

Callahan Steen Earth  

Danny Sanderson The Mischief Monster  

Hallie Workman  Love Ya Bunches 

Andrew Reid  The Escape of the Deadly Dinosaur  

Jack Skarr  Six Innings  

Molly Stevens  Bats at the Library  

Grace Pierce Baby Mouse:  The Musical  

Noelle Bermudez  You Read to Me, Iõll Read to You 

Andrew Orzechowicz  Simon Bloom:  The Octopus Effect  

mailto:pschiewe@att.net
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PTA Happenings 

Clow Family Fun Night Rollerskating Party  
 

Sunday, February 14 

5-7pm 

Aurora Skate Center 

Cost: $5-$7 

 

Come to the Sweetheart skate with your family on this 3-day weekend!  Pizza and snack bar will be open!  Skate rental 

also provided.  Hope everyone can come join us!    

 

February PTA Meeting 

 

A slate of candidates should be presented at the 

February meeting.  By-laws committee will also 

be formed.    All are welcome to attend. 

 

Wednesday, February 10 

2PM 

Clow Mulit-Purpose Room 

Clowôs Annual Open House 

March 18 

6:30-8:00 pm 

Thank you to Shannon Raczyk for all the hard work and 

dedication she put into publishing our monthly newsletter 

for the past 2-1/2 years.  

Thank you to Suzanne Flynn who immediately stepped up 

to take over as editor of our Cougar Connection.  

Little Gamers 

 3:35-4:35: MPR 

Feb. 10- Strategy Games: Checkers, Connect Four and more!   

Feb. 24- Games from Around the World: Make and Take Mancala (oldest African Game) 

Gamers Club 

 3:35-4:35: LMC 

February 10 & February 24 
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PTA Happenings 
 

Itôs time for Clow PTAôs Family Carnival! 
 

 ñGOOD OLD-FASHIONED CARNIVALò  

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 26 from 5 -8 p.m. 

Come one, come all, every age, big and small. 

Step right up and join the fun! 

Food, games and prizes for everyone! 

 
Featuring great fun including a giant inflatable slide, amazing airbrush tattoos, a fantastic fortune teller, crazy cakewalk, & 

tons of carnival games!  Come hungry!!!  Weôre serving up plenty of dinner items as well as favorite treats! 

Buy your advance sale tickets now! 

Advance tickets are 4/$1.00     

 

Day of Carnival tickets are 3/$1.00 
 

Would you like to help make the night a success? Sign up to volunteer online at www.SignUpGenius.com/go/carnival6 or con-

tact AnnaMaria at amparker5@yahoo.com. 

Oldest Childôs Name and Class _________________________________________________________ 

Number of tickets ________________________ (Divide by 4 to determine price) 

Total Cost $__________________ (Checks only.  Make out to CLOW PTA) 

PLEASE RETURN ORDER FORMS NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 17. 

TICKETS WILL BE SENT HOME VIA BACKPACK MAIL.  LOST TICKETS CANNOT BE REPLACED. 

 

Weôre sorry, but we CANNOT TAKE CASH via backpack mail. If you need to make other arrangements for advance ticket 
sales, please contact Leah Keane @ l_keane@juno.com  or Kristi Rieke @ kabj.rieke@comcast.net. 

. 

Clow PTA Carnival Advance Ticket Order 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/carnival6
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District News  
 

 IPPC Update 
 

 

Last month's IPPC meeting was held on January 21. 

 

Jay Strang (Asst. Superintendent of Instructional Services),  Tricia cMCarthy (Professional Development Director), and 

Mark   Kreiter (Director of Instructional Technology) gave a presentation on PDW (Professional Development Wednes-

days) or Late Start in response to requests for more information as to its merits.  They clarified that, although the school 

day is delayed by only 10  minutes for students, teachers' earlier arrivals give them a total of about 50 minutes of work time 

on Wednesday mornings.    Individual schools are visited to assess the development of collaborative teams who can work 

together to target the particular needs of their students by consistently asking these questions:  

1. What do we want students to learn?  

2. How will we know when each student has mastered the essential learning?  

3. How will we  respond when a student experiences difficulties in learning?  

4. How will we deepen learning for students who have already mastered essential knowledge and skills? 

 

Kathy Birkett (Superintendent) encouraged us to check out Board Docs on the district website, under School Board then 

Board meetings.  Agendas and minutes are available to aid transparency of board business to the public.  Next year's calen-

dar directly reflects parental input for the first time, as widely diverse requests were considered.  The Special Education 

Consultant is in  district and running focus groups. His report will be presented in March, and will drive the district's best 

practices in this area. 

 

An Energy management consultant will also report on potential savings for the district in March.  The district's austerity 

plan led to 9.2 billion dollars in budget cuts, and the details were presented at the board meeting on Jan. 25. Unfortunately, 

there is a potential 10 million dollar deficit from the state, so she is currently meeting with state legislators. 

 

Jason Altenbern (Coordinator of community Relations) gave a final plug for Parent University on Sat., Feb. 6 at Neuqua 

Valley High School. He handed out pamphlets, registration forms and posters, all of which have been available at the 

schools. All information is also on the District Website. There are workshops for parents with children at all grade levels. 

 

Jean Donovan (President, PTA District 36) announced the next District 36 Meeting on Feb. 11 at the Glen Ellyn Public 

Library and this year's IL PTA Convention which will be held at the Holiday Inn Select in Naperville on March 12-14.  

Required training courses for PTA officers (Money Matters and Road to Success) will be scheduled during the conference. 

PTAs were reminded that as a 501c3 nonprofit organization, we are not allowed ourselves to raise money to donate to an-

other charity or group, and that any fundraisers to assist Haiti should be channeled through a different account. 

 
 
Leah Keane  

Clow IPPC Rep.  
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District News  

 

Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA 

 

Thank you to all who participated in the December Meatheads Fundraiser.  We appreciate your support and hope to see you 

at our upcoming fundraisers!   

Congratulations to Clow staff Sebastian Oros, Social Worker, and Jennifer Christy, Speech & Language Pathologist, who 

were awarded an IPSN PTA Teacher Grant for a DVD Player and four Model Me Videos to assist in their curriculum to 

help our students.  A total of nine grants were awarded to various staff in District 204.  Congratulations to them all! 

 

IPSN PTA General Meeting  

February 16, 2010 -- Catherine Whichter, Precision Education:  IEP strategies/information Meetings are held in the Board 

Room at the Howard E. Crouse Education Center at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Continuing and Upcoming Fundraisers 

 

Culverôs Benefit Night ï  Wednesday, February 17, 2010, 4-8 p.m. - Please support the IPSN PTA by dining at Culverôs 

of Aurora, Rte. 59 and 75th street.  10% of all sales (including drive-thru) go to the IPSN PTA! 

ABC Fairs Fundraiser ï Purchase books from Andersonôs Book Fair online and a portion of your purchase goes to IPSN 

PTA.  Log on to abcfairs.com, click Find My School,  and choose Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA and begin shop-

ping. 

iGive.com -  Search and shop at iGive and help the IPSN PTA raise some funds.  How iGive works:  SELECT your favor-

ite cause (Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA); REGISTER with iGive and Search for and SHOP at brand name online 

stores and a portion of each purchase is donated to IPSN PTA.  Just searching will generate a small donation as well. 

SAVE money with exclusive coupons/free shipping deals.  Thank you! 

 

 Please contact Amy Skarr, Clow parent and IPSN PTA Liaison, with any comments, questions or suggestions at  

markandamyskarr@comcast.net.  

 

 

The school board has approved the 

calendar for 2009-2010. The calendar 

is posted on the website at: 

 

http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/ 
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