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It's hard to believe how quickly 
the school year is going, but we 
are already into the 2nd quarter. 
Parent Teacher Conferences are 
upon us, and I hope you take the 
opportunity to spend this time 
with your child's teacher. We all  
benefit from this direct communi-
cation between home and school, 
and it ultimately helps our chil-
dren by reinforcing that link. 
  
We will also be recognizing 
American Education Week during 
November, with the highlight be-
ing Parent Visitation Day. On this 
day, we are able to visit the class-
room to observe our children dur-
ing their typical school day. 
Please remember to be an 
'observer', and not disrupt the chil-
dren while they are learning. This 
day is not meant to be a one- on-
 one visit with our children.  
  
November is a time to consider all 
we have to be thankful for. We are 

fortunate to be a part of a commu-
nity that has a strong commitment 
to educating our children. I am 
very thankful to be a part of the 
Clow community, and grateful 
that my boys are learning in such 
a dedicated and safe school envi-
ronment. Thank you to all the 
Clow teachers and staff that touch 
all our lives on a daily basis - you 
are the foundation that makes 
Clow such a strong school. 
  
I'd also like to take this opportu-
nity to thank all the parent volun-
teers that help us make PTA 
events such a success. Your hard 
work and dedication is what 
makes everything run, and it's 
what makes the Clow PTA so 
special. I've been learning more 
about some of the other PTA's in 
our District lately, and we can 
truly be proud of all the work we 
do. I am very grateful to each and 
every one of you. A special thank 
you goes to my friends, who end-

lessly say YES when I ask them to 
help fill a void. You are amazing! 
  
I hope you all enjoy Thanksgiving 
with your families, take time to 
reflect on all you have to be grate-
ful for, and remember to tell one 
another how grateful you are for 
each other. I am very lucky to 
have such a wonderful family, so 
thank you to my '3' boys for all 
your help and support of my in-
volvement in the Clow PTA.  
  
Have a great November and 
Happy Thanksgiving!! 
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November is upon us. I 
always think it is one of 
the quickest months of 
the year because of the 
many activities at 
school. Be sure to mark 
your calendar for the 

following important upcoming dates. 

Parent and Teacher Conferences will 
take place this year on Nov. 4, and 10. 
You likely have signed up for a confer-
ence by now. If you have not, please 
contact your child’s teacher immedi-
ately to choose a date and time. The 
conference allows precious time for 
you to discuss your child’s progress. 
Just as you would not miss a check-up 
with your child’s pediatrician, please 
make the conference a priority. 

In honor of American Education Week, 
parents may visit our school during the 
school day on Monday, November 16. 
Classes are in session from 9:05 A.M. 
to 3:35 P.M. Please look for further 
communication from your child’s 
teacher as well as in the Kaufman 
Communicator. These visits are a 
unique opportunity to get a glimpse of 
your child’s day. Few schools continue 
to offer this special day, but the Clow 
staff is committed to parent involve-
ment; we provide this special visit day 
so that you can stay in touch with your 
child’s school experience.  

Fifth Grade parents who have a child 
in Band or Orchestra will want to mark 
their calendars for Tuesday, November 
17, when our annual Demonstration 

Concert will take place. 

The end of the month of course brings 
the Thanksgiving Break. November 
25-29 will hopefully provide lots of 
time for you and your family to enjoy 
quality time together. 

�
�
����������������
�����	���������

������������
����������� �

� ������� �������	
���������

!"�����#�������������
� ��������	� � � � � 
�����
������ � � � �
� �������������	� � � ���������	���� � � �
� �����	������ � � � 
������������� � � �
� ���������� � � � � ��

��������� � � � �
���
����!��������� � �����

��������� � � �
� ��	����������� � � �����

��������� � � �
� �������� � � � � ������ 
�!��� � � � �
� ��"
��	����� � � � ����	���#
����� � � �
� � � � � � 
�����$�������� � � �
� � � � � � $�	�
������%��	�� � �
$����%�����&����'� � �������&���	���� � �
� �
����
��!�� � � � #�
�������%���� � � �
� &���&
���� � � � � $���	�������� � � � �
� ��
'���������� � � &�	���������� � � �
� ������%%���(���� � ����)�������� � � �
� (�

�����)������� � �������	��*�������� �
$�
�������' � � � � �  '���
(		�� � � � � )����$����� � � � �
(	&) � � � � � ����������� � � � �
�

*+�� � � � � � ���%�����	�'����� � � �
� � � � � � � +�
���,������ � � � � �
� ����
���	���������� � )������		������ � � � �
� ���	����������� � � � ��		����������� � � � �
� ������������ � � � � +�����
������ � � � �
� ��-���'�� � � � � � 
������������� � � � �
� �����
����������,���'� 
�%��	�!���� � � �
� ��%
�������&��	��� � � &���������
���
�+�����
%��� � � � � ���	���� �
��� � � � �
� ��
��	����&�������	��� &���������
��� � � � � �
� (�
������� � � � � ���	���� �
��� � � � �
	�������'� � � � � � ��������������� � � �
� ���	������ � � � � � ���	���� �
��� � � � �
&�%����&������ � � � � &������,������� � � � �
� �''���
� � � � � � &����	�����	������� � �
� �&���	���������	�������
�����
����� � � � � �

��� � � � � � � $�����''��� � � � � �
������
���''
��� � � � � ��������$�������� � � �

� � �
� � � � � � � � � �
�

� ,����'�,���
� � ��

���������	�� � &������,������� � � � �
� � ��
��������'� � �  '��� �
� � .���&����������
��� �	�

��+����� � � � � � �
� � ��!���*���	/������ )������������ � � � �
� � ��

�����	���� � � +����"����'���	���� � � �
� � �������������� � � 
�%��	�!���� � � � � �
� � � � � � � � +������0���
� � �'���	�
������ � � &������,������� � � � � �
� � ��
��	������ � �  '���
-�'
�����+���
� � � ,������������ � � � �
� &����!�
� � � � � &������,������� � � � � �
� � � � � � � ���������
���� � � � �
� �����	�
���� � � )������������ � �
� ���!�����*���	�� � +�
������������ � � � �
� (��''������'�� � � ,������������ � � � �

������������	
����������	
����������	
����������	
��� ���

��������������������� ����������������	 �	�	 �	
�������
���
�������
���
�������
���
�������
���� ���
Great Public schools: a basic right and responsibility 

November 15– November 21 
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Kindergartners will be studying the 
basic food groups and healthy eating. 
We will discuss and reenact the Pil-
grims trip to America, their hardships 
during the trip their life after arrival in 
America. In Math, we will be working 
on recognizing numbers 0-20, counting, 
and recognizing coins (penny, nickel, 
dime). We will continue to work on AB 
and ABC patterning activities. We will 

learn the name, sound, how to print 
correctly positioned on the lines, the 
capital and lower case letters we intro-
duce and discuss each week.  It is al-
ways a surprise to see which letter is 
featured each week and what new poem 
we will read. It is very helpful to re-
view the letter sounds and correct way 
to print each letter at home. It is very 
important that your child practice read-
ing and recognizing the sight words. 
We are working very hard to consis-
tently print our names with one capital 

letter and the rest lower case letters. 
After being in school for just two 
months, we have really noticed the pro-
gress our "little ones" have been mak-
ing. We are so proud of them! Thanks 
to our parents for all your help and sup-
port. So much progress 
cannot be made without 
everyone working to-
gether.  
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Kindergarten 

First Grade 

Second Grade 

 

 

November finds us working hard in 
first grade!  We are reading in our an-
thology Catch a Dream.  Please con-
tinue practicing new and previously 
learned Word Wall Words to help 
build a good reading foundation. 

In Language Arts, we are reviewing 
consonants and the short vowel sounds.  
Blending these sounds together helps 
us to spell words in our independent 
writing.  The writing focus will be us-
ing conventions of capital letters and 
correct ending marks in sentence writ-
ing.  In Writer’s Workshop, are work-

ing on question and answer, repetitive 
pattern and cumulative stories. 

We encourage you to check the weekly 
class newsletters for the skills and 
games covered in the Everyday Math 
series. 

In Science ,we have begun our study of 
the Rocks and Soil Unit.  We will be 
thinking like “Junior Geologists!” We 
will be learning about sedimentary, 
igneous, and metamor-
phic rocks. We also will 
be learning about basic 
landforms and the conti-
nents. Making volcanoes 
will be the highlight of 
the unit! 

As part of our Technology Curriculum, 
the first graders will begin a unit on 
keyboarding.  The focus of this unit is 
to introduce students to the use of the 
left and right hands when keyboarding. 
It will also familiarize them with the 
home row and function keys. 

In Social Studies we will be learning 
about Native Americans and the First 
Thanksgiving. We are looking forward 
to Parent-Teacher Conferences this 
month. As always, we thank you for 
your continued support and cooperation 
in the education of your child. 
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November is a time to be thankful and 
we’re thankful to be second graders!  
This month we are keeping busy by 
learning many new and exciting things. 

  In Social Studies, we will be learning 
about America long, long ago.  This 
unit will teach us all about Native 
Americans and up to the Civil War. It’s 
great for the kids to learn about where 
and how tribes lived. We will also take 
a “trip” on the Mayflower 
and see what it was like to 
be a British Citizen or an 
American colonist during 
the Revolutionary times. 

In math, we will be working with 
money, telling time, analyzing data, 
and place value. We will continue to 
work with addition and subtraction  
math facts in the Otter Creek program. 
Keep practicing those facts (to twenty) 
and strategies at home! 

Our reading strategy for the month is 
making connections.  We will practice 
making connections to the books we 
are reading.  Students will learn to con-
nect their thoughts and ideas to the 
world around them.  They will also 
learn to connect themes in stories to 
other materials they have read. Also, 
second graders will be introduced to 
many of the series chapter books we 
have available in our LMC through our 

“Book Blast” celebration. This will be 
a great way to expand our reading se-
lections and continue to grow in our 
reading abilities.  

In writing, we will continue our narra-
tive writing techniques with  para-
graphs and a  slice of life writing  as-
signment too.  We will also learn more 
about research skills as we investigate 
the world of reptiles! Have a wonderful 
and safe holiday from the second grade 
team! 
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Moving on from colonies to 
constellations, fifth grade 
scientists will focus on as-
tronomy as we begin No-
vember. Students will study 

the different constellations and explore 
space within this unit. We also will visit 
the Waubonsie Valley Planetarium on 
Thursday, November 12th.   

Mid-November students will be taking 
an educational voyage back to the days 
of the Revolutionary War. Students will 
learn about the challenges and obstacles 
the colonists faced as they tried to be-

come independent from the English. We 
will focus on some of the major battles 
and compare and analyze the Patriot and 
Loyalist viewpoints.  

We're sure that 100% of our students 
will love Math this month as we learn 
about fractions, decimals and percent-
ages.  Children will also learn about pie 
charts and a variety of ways to compare 
parts to the whole group.  Take time to 
review common vocabulary with your 
child such as numerator, denominator, 
and percent.   

This month, fifth graders will continue 
to enhance their fluency by participating 
in a classroom reader’s theatre presenta-

tion called Name This American. Stu-
dents will be working with their class-
mates to present a play for their peers 
involving famous Americans of the past. 
Students will design props, learn and 
practice lines with expression and work 
together to create a fun-filled presenta-
tion.  This will help kick off our biogra-
phy unit that will take place in Decem-
ber. They have all done a great job thus 
far, and we are all looking forward to 
sharing your children’s accomplish-
ments with you during conferences on 
November 4th and November 10th. We 
hope everyone has a safe and relaxing 
Thanksgiving! 
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Third Grade 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

 

 

It is hard to believe that it is already No-
vember! The third graders have been 
working very hard this year. Our theme 
for this month is “family”. We will be 
completing a variety of activities that 
focus on the strong bonds of each indi-
vidual Clow family in third grade. 

In fact, we will be exploring 
each family’s history during 
our Immigration unit in So-
cial Studies. The third grad-
ers will be adventuring 

through a simulation of Ellis Island in 
class.  Students will then utilize various 

resources to research when their own 
personal ancestors came to America, as 
well as finding out where their family 
lineage originated. By the end of our 
unit, students will discover how immi-
gration has progressed and changed over 
time. 

During our writing lessons, we have 
been focusing on writing narrative sto-
ries. We have reviewed the components 
of narrative writing, as well as worked 
on word choice.  Students will be finish-
ing their narrative piece about a favorite 
family memory by the end of the month. 

Gobble! Gobble! We are continuing our 
A.K.O.R.N., and this month’s theme is 
historical fiction. Each student will be 

required to read at least one historical 
fiction book during November.  Please 
continue to encourage your child to read 
each night, and work towards meeting 
their personal monthly reading goal.  
We hope that the third graders are ready 
to “gobble up” some great books this 
month! 

Also, as a reminder, Parent Teacher 
Conferences are on November 4th and 
10th.  Please call or send a note if you 
have not signed up for a time. We are 
looking forward to meeting you again 
and discussing your child’s individual 
progress in third grade. 
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Hopefully you haven't 
planned your Thanks-
giving dinner yet!  The 
fourth graders will be 

planning and writing about the 
"Yummiest Meal of All." Be sure to 
take notice of how your child uses 
strong word choice while developing 
their writing voice to describe appetiz-
ers, entrees, and desserts. The students 
will use this persuasive piece as a way 
of encouraging you to revise the menu 

for one of the meals your family shares 
together.   

Our fourth graders are off and running 
on the campaign trail. Each group has 
elected a presidential and vice-
presidential candidate.  They have de-
veloped a party platform expressing 
their beliefs about the important issues 
of education and the environment.  Plat-
form question and answer forums will 
be held prior to voting.  Get up-to-the-
minute election coverage from your 
child. 

 

Wrapping up our health unit, we will be 
exploring the connection between the 
Circulatory System and Respiratory Sys-
tem. Our focus will be on the way air 
enters the body, how smoking damages 
our lungs, and the basic parts of the Res-
piratory System. Look for the science 
packet coming home in their pocket 
portfolio. 
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Kindergartners-1st graders listened to 
stories about two Mexican artists Frida 
Kahlo and Diego Rivera. They are also 
learning about Native American art by 
creating Native American Pouches. 
These pouches will be embellished 
with patterns of geometric shapes, 
mostly triangles and diamonds, so that 
they appear to be Native American. 
The students will then sew them with 
yarn. 

2nd grade will be writing tree poems 
in their classroom then creating tree 
glue prints in the art room. Students 
will learn how to use different kinds of 
lines to draw trees. This helps them to 

think creatively. They will then turn 
their favorite style into glue prints. 
The lines will be traced over with glue. 
After the glue dries students will use a 
brayer to ink up and print. 

3rd grade are learning about Aborigi-
nal art. Aboriginal art dates back to the 
Ice Age. The students painted dots on 
the frames to relate to the ground and 
body work the early Aborigines 
painted. Next, students chose an ani-
mal to draw in the x-ray style of the 
Aborigines.  Finally students added 
sticks and raffia to their frames to 
show how nature is so important to 
that culture. 

4th grade has finished their Picasso 
self-portraits and essays. Be sure to 

ask your child to see both since the 
essay explains why they portrayed 
themselves the way they did. 

5th grade are working in teams to cre-
ate large paintings that will be used for 
the backdrop of their musical. Next, 
they will be creating self-portraits that 
will be transferred onto tiles then in-
stalled on the tile wall next to the 5th 
grade stairs. 

If any one has baby wipes or plain 
white paper plates they can donate to 
the art room we’d really appreciate it! 
Thanks! 
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Art 

Physical Education  

 

We are doing wonderful things in P.E. 
class, such as: working as a team, 
playing hard, making good choices, 
learning about leadership, displaying 
fair play, experiencing different ways 
to take care of ourselves, developing 
creativity, and having fun!  WOW!  
All that?  Well, we do work on many 
things sometimes unknowingly.  All of 
the above verb tenses pretty much can 
work in many different settings: work, 
home life, school, and even in P.E. 
class.  We are learning to be creative 
in our games and activities sometimes 
changing and adapting the rules.  
Many of our games have us working 
together to accomplish a goal or goals.  
All the time, we are trying to make the 
right choices as we play by the rules or 
not to.  I am trying to give the students 
a variety of ways to work-out and to 
develop their fitness levels.  Playing 
hard is almost what every one of the 
students does all the time.  Their ef-
forts have been outstanding (thank you 
to you guys for helping to show the 
value of trying your best).  And fi-
nally, having fun is what these stu-
dents do almost all of the time.  Again, 

thank you for helping your child(ren) 
be the best they can be. 

THE GAME PLAN 

K-2nd grade - will continue to develop 
their personal and general space 
awareness.  Safety will always be 
stressed and practiced for in our move-
ments.  More low organized games 
will be introduced.  Movement explo-
ration will be explored even more with 
obstacle courses and other activities.  
Kindergarten does an obstacle course 
to highlight how to get out of the 
house in case of an emergency.  

3rd-5th grade will have moved into 
soccer skills and continue to work on 
team building activities.  

Grades one through five will be par-
ticipating in their fall fitness tests.  We 
use these tests as a measuring stick to 
see where the students are at and what 
we need to concentrate on. Our new 
fitness test (FITNESSGRAM). 

We have practiced for this and the stu-
dents seem excited to see try it! 

FITNESS IS FUN  

Hopefully it looks like a go for our 
fitness activities this year for the entire 

school community.  The past three 
years I have had Fun Runs/Walk 
Talks, but I may be expanding on that 
event to include other fitness ideas 
such as morning game days, fitness 
days, and some activities for evening 
play (i.e. volleyball).  Our first activity 
should be coming soon look for infor-
mation in the form of a letter from 
your child. 

Our 5th Annual Punt, Pass, and Kick 
Competition seemed to go well.  I 
want to first thank all the volunteers 
for helping.  It can be a big undertak-
ing, so your help was greatly appreci-
ated.  Please pat yourself on the back 
for making the event successful.  We 
have had great success with this event 
as we have had at least one student 
advance to the State level every year!  
Yeah Clow. 

Please continue to have your stu-
dent(s) prepared for P.E. class with 
safe and comfortable gym shoes.  Ap-
propriate clothing to allow for move-
ment is also important.  
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This past month Kindergartners devel-
oped their high and low voices through 
different singing experiences. Kinder-
gartners work daily on pitch-matching 
skills through echo-singing so and mi, 
which helps students understand the 
concepts of high and low. This month 
students also experimented vocally 
with different animal sounds as they 
visited Old MacDonald’s Farm and 
The Farmer In The Dell. Students con-
tinue to develop an understanding of 
steady beat, as they create different 
movements to a steady beat in class. In 
the upcoming month, Kindergartners 
will begin to sight-read melodies based 
on so and mi pitches, and will experi-
ence seasonal songs using these 
pitches. 

First grade students explored their 
creativity this past month, as they used 
their voices and percussion instruments 
to retell the story, The Three Billy 
Goats Gruff. Students are working on 
distinguishing the rhythm of the words 
from the steady beat through stories 
like this and hand-clapping games. In 
the upcoming month, students will 
learn about AB form (same/different) 
with the song, Matilda, by Harry Bela-
fonte. Students will continue to distin-
guish between same/different through-
out the month. 

Second grade students spent the past 
month experiencing and understanding 
quarter notes, eighth notes, and quarter 
rests in rhythmic patterns. Students 
learned several folk songs containing 
these notes, and transferred this knowl-
edge to create their own in-class com-
positions using these notes. Students 
have begun experiencing ABA form 
and the half note value through dances 
and rhythmic chants. We continue to 
work on matching pitch by singing 
songs containing so, la, and mi. In the 
upcoming month, students will begin 
to label ABA form and the half note. 

Hopefully, by now all third grade stu-
dents have brought their recorders 
home to demonstrate what they are 
learning in class. If not, please ask 
your child to share some of the things 
learned in class. Students are encour-
aged to practice at home to reinforce 
concepts learned in class and to pre-
pare for playing assessments. We have 
been working diligently to learn how to 
read and play the notes B, A, and G, 
and produce a beautiful tone on our 
instruments. We are already off to a 
great start! 

Fourth grade students reviewed 
rhythms this past month through lay-
ered percussion ensembles. Students 
will be assessed on these rhythms in 
the second quarter. Students put their 
storytelling skills to good use as they 

retold the folktale, The Laughing 
River, with various instruments and 
rhythms. In the upcoming month, stu-
dents will learn how to combine three 
and four part repeating patterns 
(ostinati). Rhythmic study will focus 
on the concept of syncopation. 

Fifth grade students began the year 
with movement activities to help them 
internalize the beat and conceptualize 
how the beat can be broken down. 
Then students moved their focus to 
multi-layered ensembles that contain 
un-pitched percussion instruments, 
both traditional and non-traditional 
(hand drums, woodblocks, tubanos). In 
the coming month, we will be studying 
the composer Carl Orff and learning 
several ensembles that utilize the 
barred or pitched instruments to help 
students learn more in depth about me-
lodic structure and chords. The fifth 
grade students will present a demon-
stration program of these curricular 
concepts on Thursday, December 
10th at 7:00pm. Please save the date 
and watch for additional communica-
tion coming home! 
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Music 

� Chorus Notes�  
 

Choir is off to a great start! Thank you to all members for your commitment to Thursday morning rehearsals, and 
special thank you to those students who have made the commitment to BOTH band/orchestra and choir! Remember 
that if you are sick, have a doctor’s appointment, or will not be at choir for a personal reason to please contact Mrs. 
McCoy and let her know so that you will be excused from choir (even the next day is OK). Choir is still open to any 
new members who would like to join. Any student considering joining choir is welcome to come to a rehearsal to 
see what we do. 

Parents, please remember that there is no supervision for students BEFORE 7:50 a.m. Students that arrive prior to 
7:50 a.m. on Thursday mornings must be supervised by a parent. Thank you for your cooperation and support of all 
students’ safety!  
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THANK YOU FOR COMING TO 
OUR LMC PARTY!!! 

The check from the American Associa-
tion of School Librarians and Follett 
Library Resources has been deposited 
and the beautiful crystal trophy is on 
display in the LMC. Now we take all of 
those many suggestions by students and 
decide what to buy J New books will 
be our main focus since the Clow book 
collection is very old and well used. 
We’ll be sure to keep you informed of 
our major purchases and hope that you 
stop in the LMC often and take a look. 
Thanks again for your continual sup-
port of a program that touches each and 
every student at Clow. Special thanks 
go to Chris Bickler for making our gi-
ant check and to the teachers and par-
ents who helped with the reception af-
ter school. 

 

WORTHY CAUSE OF THE 
MONTH 

As you know, we started this year off 
in September with a sandal and shoe 
collection for the children of Iraq. We 
sent out over 100 pairs of shoes to 
Margaret Jones at the Society of St. 
Vincent DePaul in Chicago and have 
since received two gracious letters of 
appreciation. They will be posted in the 
LMC. The collection of items for the 
soldiers during October was very suc-
cessful. Thank you to everyone who 
donated everything from Pringles chips 
to  mouthwash. They will be going to 
the Support Our Troops Organization 
and added to holiday goody boxes. Af-
ter Halloween, we will have our yearly 
extra Halloween candy collection and 
this year the candy will also be going to 
the soldiers by way of the Support Our 
Troops Organization and our LMC 
volunteer Barb Isgren. Throughout No-
vember, we will be collecting Pennies 
for Patients in support of The Leuke-

mia and Lymphoma Society. Whatever 
you can do to help this worthy organi-
zation will be most appreciated. 

FAMILY READING 

In honor of family reading, we are cele-
brating Family Reading Night in the 
Library Media Center on Thursday, 
November 19th from 6:30-8:00 PM. 
Come with your family and enjoy story 
selections read by some of our favorite 
teachers along with family reading 
time. This is one evening that students 
will be able to read and take Acceler-
ated Reader Quizzes with their parent’s 
assistance. So put the date and time on 
your calendar and we’ll see you then. 

If you are ever in a quandary as to what 
books might be interesting or appropri-
ate for your child, please visit a couple 
of places on our website. There are 
hundreds of books recommended BY 
Clow students FOR Clow students in 
the Read Book Reviews Here section 
of our LMC homepage 
http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc.html. For pre-
selected book lists you can visit the 
Categories section of our Patron Cata-
log. Just click on the little girl standing 
at the computer searching through the 
patron catalog on a number of the LMC 
webpages. And...Thanks to PTA fund-
ing, Clow families can go to the AR 
Interactive Quiz List link on our LMC 
homepage. In the left hand margin, 
there are some additional book lists to 
explore. As you read and talk about 
reading with your child, please feel free 
to recommend new titles to us by click-
ing on the Do You Have a Bright 
Idea? / LMC Suggestion Box link on 
our homepage.  

BOOK FAIR NEWS 

The Book Fair has come and gone. 
Thank you to everyone who 
shopped and supported the LMC. 
We appreciate your continual sup-
port of our LMC program through 
our two annual book fairs. A spe-

cial thank you goes to Joanne 
Degnan who led the Book Fair 
Committee and to the many volun-
teers who set up the fair, worked 
the sales, and packed up the left-
overs. THANKS!!! 

 

BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL IN 
THE LMC  

The LMC is open before school from 
8:30 – 9:05, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays, and Fridays for any stu-
dents accompanied by a parent. On 
Wednesday mornings the LMC is 
closed due to staff meetings. After 
school, the LMC is open to students 
accompanied by a parent Tuesday thru 
Thursday afternoons (closed on half 
days or afternoons before a holiday).  

 

WEBOGRAPHERS 

We had such a tremendous turnout for 
the Webographer program this year that 
we are still in the process of training 
students. In order for certified We-
bographers to get their photos ready for 
our website, they have to name them. If 
there is no time during the school day, 
students may come into the LMC any 
morning accept for Wednesday. This is 
time for them to do the photowork that 
they cannot get done during the school 
day, not time to take photos. The intent 
is that these students are responsible to 
do this independently and 
with minimal if no adult 
involvement so parent 
supervision of Webogra-
phers is not necessary. 
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From the LMC 
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The LMC schedule 
for the rest of 2009 
will be sent via e-
mail.  We are pleased 
to report that we 
have several new 
volunteers in the 
LMC this year.   

If anyone else would enjoy volunteer-
ing, please feel free to contact us. 

We would like to thank all of the vol-
unteers for their time and energy.  The 
children greatly benefit because of 
your assistance. 

 

 

   

Best wishes to you and your families 
for a happy Thanksgiving! 
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Life in the LMC 

The Birthday Book Club provides a 
great opportunity for you to honor your 
child’s birthday with a book donation to 
the Clow LMC.  Your contribution for a 
personally dedicated book for the LMC 
is $10.00.  Your child can check out a 
birthday book catalog from the LMC.  
There you will find instructions, order 
forms and a list of book titles and de-
scriptions from which to choose.   
OR…our birthday book catalog is 
online!!.  Simply go to 
http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_pta_birthday-
book-club.html.  The Birthday Book 
Order Form is available for you to print 
online also.  Hopefully this will make it 
easier for you to donate a book to the 
LMC.   Another option is to visit 
Anderson’s Bookshop in Naperville and 
purchase a new hardcover book from 
the Best Books for Children book list 
that is also available in our catalog.  
Your child will be the first to check out 
the book and they will be invited to our 
birthday book club party at the end of 
the school year. 

If you have any questions please me at 
pschiewe@att.nett. 
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Birthday Book Club 
Clow’s Birthday Book Club is off to a great start.  Thank you and happy      
birthday to all.  Our newest members include: 

 

 

Bobby Valiga Lost and Found 

Makayla Sage Peace Week in Miss Fox’s Class 

Ria Jindal The Golden Path 

Paul Degnan Yellowstone: First of the Last Wild Places 

Nick Taylor Going, Going, Gone! With the Pain & the Great One 

Ellie Hofemann African Critters 

Alex Lichtman The Wall 

Addi Reid The Odd Egg 

Kylie Bickler Stargazer 

Holly Fisher Martha Doesn’t Say Sorry! 



 

 

Accelerated Reader Program 
Congratulations to the TOP TEN Point Earners! 
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GREAT 

JO
B! 

Hi Clow Families!  Did you know 
that Market Day provides at least 
10% of it's sales to Clow PTA?  This 
may not seem too much, but when we 
have $3,000 worth of sales, our PTA 
profits $300.  Then in return, the PTA 
uses the funds toward field trips, 
teacher start up packages, family fun 
nights, the list goes on!!!  Our funds 
are very down this year, so I encour-
age each and everyone one of you to 
give Market Day a try.  It is very con-
venient to show up between 5-6PM 
and pick up your ordered food al-
ready boxed, PLUS you don't have to 
pay warehouse prices!!  One of our 
family favorites is the tender, moist, 
individually wrapped chicken 
breasts.  There are so many ways to 
prepare  the chicken and if you are in 
a hurry, you can always take the 

chicken from the freezer and into 
your oven! If you register online, you 
will receive weekly specials from 
Market Day that give you an even 
added bonus, for example,  I ordered 
French toast sticks and received a 
coupon code and was able to pur-
chase them for about $5. My kids are 
happy and I am as well!  Market Day 
features delicious soups as well, so 
please, give it a try, even if it is just a 
few things that interest you, those 
dollars add up!  Our goal for Novem-
ber is to have $4,000 in sales and then 
we will receive a bonus check.   Did 
you know that when you are complet-
ing your taxes at the end of the year, 
that you can claim 10% of what you 
purchased through Market Day?  Not 
only are you helping your PTA, but 
you actually get to claim the food that 

you brought your family.  Also, if 
you order through Peapod, you can 
purchase Market Day items and the 
money will go to our school as long 
as you log into our school. One more 
thing to mention, you can also earn 
money for our school if you shop at 
the Sara Lee outlet shop— just don't 
forget to mention our school!  

With that being said, I would like to 
start including a recipe of the month 
using Market day products, so please 
bring me your favorite recipes when 
you pick up your food and it may be 
featured in our newsletter, don't for-
get to include your name. 
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2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

1 Elliott Sieger Max Schiewe Darren Huang Anna Li
2 Ashley Tan Andy Li Naomi Tan Bingtao Xiang
3 Lydia Jun Alexander Kiefer Ben Rieke Ching-chun Lin
4 Robert Valiga Taylor Wiewiora Timothy Jun Alicia Kim

5 Samuel Goldberg Michael Dalmoro Kylie Bickler Erin Tagler

6 Saaniya Rupani Isabella Ramos Paige Price Paul Degnan
Erika Keirse

7 Kyle Rappe Shannon Tagler Matthew Skrbec Jacob Dial

8 Samuel Frison Jacob Wingebach Kristiana Habiger Nicholas Burril
Naomi Keane

9 Maya Davis Daniel Grosch Katelyn Lukas John Isakson
Gavin Niznik Johnathan Keenan

10 Kavel Rao Ria Jindal Niraj Lawande Thomas Sugden
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Halloween Party  A 
Great Success 

 

 

 

The 4th Annual Clow PTA Hallow-
een Festival was once again a huge 
success! With the help of several very 
dedicated parents, we were able to 
further contribute toward PTA tradi-
tions, creating fun memories for our 
children that will last a lifetime. 
Thank you ever so much to Suzanne 
Flynn and Sonia Hertogs who helped 
with every detailed aspect of the plan-
ning. Sonia has amazing coordinating 
skills and was thrilled to work with all 
of the other wonderful parents and 
volunteers who stepped up to ensure 
our festival was extremely fun for all. 

Our haunted house was spooky 
(thanks Kathi Klein and John Ma-
jors!), the food provided by Boy 
Scout Den 11 from Pack 34 was 
frightfully super and all the baked 
goods were "to die for"! We are still 
in awe over the generous amounts of 
candy treats and donated baked goods 
we received from so many Clow 
families! What a pleasure it is to be 
part of such a great school!  
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Clow’s Annual Blood Drive 
 

In cooperation with Lifesource Blood Services, Clow’s annual blood drive will be held Wednesday, November 4th 
from 4:00p.m. to 8:30p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  This is one of the nights of parent/teacher conferences.  If you 
are willing to donate, please fill out the bottom portion of this form and send it back to school.  A volunteer will call 
or send an email to set up an appointment time.  Your donation could save a life.  Please consider giving. 

 

If you have any questions, please call Eileen Skrbec at 637-9220 or email Eileen@skrbec.net. 

 

 

 

Clow’s Annual Blood Drive:     Wednesday, November 4, 2009 

 

 

Name ______________________________ Phone ______________________________ 

 

 

Email ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Preferred time (circle):   4-5            5-6         6-7            7-8 
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Primary Photography 
Jackson Piesz 
Saaniya Rupani 
*Tyler Orlow 
*Charlotte Elkins  
Derek Elkins  
*Connor Schick 
**Bobby Valiga 
 
Secondary Photography 
Kaitlyn Kern 
Molly Stevens 
Jaclyn Tucker 
Christopher Barry 
Jessica Barry 
Nicholas Barry 
**Erin Roberts 
**Gareth Elkins 
*Mathew Valiga 
 
Primary Visual Arts 
*Payten Orlow 
*Kathleen Grawe 
*Ava Acton 
Elizabeth Hogemann 
*Joshua Hyatt 
*Noelle Maher 
Benjamin Schiewe 
Brian Flynn 
Callahan Steen 
*Jacob Summers 
*Kevin Roberts 
 
 

Secondary Visual Arts 
Carly Sandford 
Kaitlyn Kern 
*Emma Richardson 
Max Schiewe 
Jack Schiewe 
Tom Blankschein 
Taylor Wiewinra 
Julianna Villa 
Hollie Genualdi 
Danielle Olson 
Amanda Patterson 
Erin Roberts 
Spenser Kern 
*Michaela Kincaid 
*Jamie Lee Perez 
Taylor Knippen 
*Mackenzie Knippen 
*Matthew Valiga 
 
Secondary Film/Video 
* Erin Roberts 
 
Secondary Music 
* Ben Ricke  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secondary Dance 
* Ria Jindal 
 
Primary Literature 
Hope Allen 
Elizabeth Hofemann 
*Charlotte Elkins 
*Derek Elkins 
*Stephanie Patterson 
*Bobby Valiga 
 
Secondary Literature 
Kasey Gillespie 
*Shola Jimoh 
*Gareth Elkins 
Spenser Kern 
*Matthew Valiga 
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Reflections Program 

Congratulations to the following 49 students for their excellent contributions to the 2009-2010 Reflections Program!  A 
total of 79 projects were submitted this year and 32 projects were selected to advance to the next level of judging 
(those marked with an asterisk below; two asterisks mean that two projects were selected to advance).  All non-
advancing projects will be kept until the spring reception and displayed at Clow on a rotating basis. 

A huge thank you to all the teachers and parents who encouraged students to participate this year.  Also, thanks very 
much to Deb Stevens, Pennie Major, Mrs. Rosario, Leah Keane, Chris Bickler, and Diana Kincaid who helped judge 
the projects and to Dee Valiga who graciously allowed us to use her home for judging day. 

�
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Thank you to Amy Lewkowski for organizing Red Ribbon Week.  Also, a big thank you to Cathy 
Bosma, Due DalMoro, Michelle Einfalt, Christine Jewel, Anu Jindall, Pennie Major, Patrice 
Meyer, Anna Maria Parker, Heather Pastor, Abigail Reckles, Tami Reid, Gwen Sanford, Lori Sum-
mers for volunteering to help.  

Thank you to Suzanne Flynn, Carrie Garcia, Sonia Hertogs and John Major for chairing the Hal-
loween Party.     

Thank you to Carrie & Hannah Garcia, Dee Valiga, Samantha Elkins, Tom & Molly Frank and 
Lezley Kuharevicz for helping with Market Day. 

 
Little Gamers 

Wednesday, November 18  
3:35 p.m.- 4:35 p.m.; MPR 

Bring your favorite game to "Show & Teach".  

 

Gamers Club 
Wednesday, November 18  

3:35 p.m.- 4:35 p.m.: LMC 
 

*Go to food court, bring coupon*, pick up pizza. Don’t need to be a Costco member to buy pizza.  
Coupon and more info to be shared in upcoming weeks. 

Upcoming Fundraisers 

Wendy’s Night 
Route 59 & 95th Street 

 
Tuesday,  November 10 

5:00 pm — 8:00 pm 

Drive thru/dining room 

 

Costco  Pizza Nights* 
Route 59 & 75th Street 

 
Tuesday,  November 17   

Wednesday, November 18 

 

 

 
Upcoming PTA Meetings 

 

Wednesday, November 4 

2:00—3:30 p.m..; MPR 

 

Wednesday, January 13 

2:00—3:30 p.m..; MPR 
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Last month, I gave you an 
introduction to the IPPC - its 
composition and purpose, 
and a summary of the 
monthly information we typi-
cally get at the meetings.  

This month, I also wanted to direct you 
to the IPPC website, which is under the 
district website (you can click on 
"Organizations" and find it) at 
http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/IPPC/ 
 
On the website, you'll find information 
about district-wide issues, individual 
PTAs of the different schools, and PTA 
programs such as Reflections, Helping 
Hands and Red Ribbon week (look un-
der "Committee Work").  There are 
links to PTA  and parent resources, as 
well as to the State and National PTA 
sites.  There is a Member's Area, acces-
sible with a password (contact me for 
the password!), where can be found, 
among other things, the IPPC members' 
directory, which includes the PTA ros-

ters of all the schools in the district. 
This is particularly useful if you, as a 
committee chair, would like to contact 
your counterparts in other schools to 
pool your ideas and resources or maybe 
combine your purchasing power to get a 
better discount.  Some examples I've 
heard of are sharing Reflections judges, 
getting the name of a DJ for a party, or 
the names of vendors for wrapping pa-
per or holiday shop. So check it out! 
 
And this month's IPPC news, direct 
from Supt. Kathy Birkett: 

 
- Links to H1N1 flu information and 
updates from the CDC are available on 
the district website and on the individ-
ual school sites.  The MOST important 
precautions are the usual preventative 
procedures: emphasize to your children 
to wash their hands, cover their mouths 
when sneezing or coughing, get them 
vaccinated. 

 

 

- A Special Education consultant is 
coming into the district to review all 
our procedures, and point out room for 
improvements. 

 
- Our school calendar committee is 
made up of representatives from the 
Teachers and the Administration.  This 
year, the committee requested parent 
feedback from the community for their 
November meeting, as well as the pres-
ence of three parent representatives 
(one from each level) to sit in on the 
meeting.  Parental input was solicited 
by the IPPC through individual school 
listserves. 
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IPPC Updates 

 

Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA 
The Indian Prairie Special Needs (IPSN) PTA is primarily a group of parents and caregivers who have children with 
special needs in Indian Prairie School District 204, which serves children from the communities of Aurora, Boling-
brook, Plainfield, and Naperville.  Our members have children with a wide range of ages, abilities and educational 
placements within and outside of the District's schools. Our group welcomes all interested persons at our meetings. 
 
Scheduled Meetings 
 
Nov. 17, 2009 -- Resource Fair – various groups will be represented to provide you with resources for all aspects of 
special needs  
 
Jan.19, 2010 -- Taking Care of YOU – a night for parents and caregivers of special needs children and the impor-
tance of maintaining a psychological and physical healthy YOU – a great place for resources that include YOU. 

 

All meetings are held at the Crouse Education Center, 780 Shoreline Drive, Aurora, IL at 7:00 pm in Room B6 
unless otherwise noted.  
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Indian Prairie Project Arrow (IPPA) PTA 

 

The Indian Prairie Project Arrow PTA had their first meeting of the year on October 14, 2009.  The IPSD Superintendent, 
Dr. Kathy Birkett, was at this meeting and answered parents’ questions.  Here is a brief summary of some of the questions 
and her answers: 

 

Q: Do all the elementary schools use the same P.A. curriculum? 

 

A: Yes, although teachers can adapt the curriculum to fit their own children’s particular needs/abilities. 

 

Q:  Why do kids not get into P.A. typically until second grade? 

 

A: “Advanced” students in the kindergarten and first grade levels are typically early readers and research has 
shown that being an early reader is not necessarily the same as being gifted.  Waiting until second grade allows 
plenty of time to do the necessary assessments to identify gifted kids.  Advanced students in the kindergarten and 
first grade levels may have “enrichment” which could consist of such things as flexible pull-out grouping, differ-
ent lessons, higher level work, etc. 

 

Q: Why is there variability between schools in the amount of homework P.A. students receive? 

 

A: Because different teachers have different styles of teaching.  If parents have concerns about the amount of 
homework being assigned, they can feel free to talk to the teacher or the principal. 

 

The business part of the meeting focused on the budget, bylaws, standing rules, and membership. It was noted that parents 
who paid dues for the IPPA PTA last year need to pay dues again for this year as last year’s monies (although paid in the 
spring) do not cover this year’s dues.  The membership application can be found at 
http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/IPPC/Default.aspx/ProjectArrowPTA. 

 

Finally, it was noted that the IPPA plans to provide some fun and educational programs for both gifted students and their 
parents during this school year.  I will keep you up to date on any such programs as they get planned. 
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