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I'd like to thank everyone who 
has agreed to chair one of our 
committees this year. I am so 
happy to say that all the posi-
tions have been filled. As always 
though, we could still use your 
help at our evening Family Fun 
Events, so please consider say-
ing yes when you get that phone 
call from your head room parent. 

We are, however, very short on 
volunteers for the LMC this 
year. So short, that there are 
some days we only have one 
person available to help out, and 
if you've ever volunteered in the 
LMC, you know that one person 
is just not enough. Please review 
your schedules, and contact Barb 
Stephens/Julie Grosch if you 
have some time to work in the 
LMC. It is a great way to work 
directly with the students, and 
another opportunity to be in 
school to see what goes on dur-
ing the day in the life of your 
child.  

Now that autumn has officially 
arrived, it's time to enjoy all that 
it has to offer. From the beauti-
ful fall colors, delicious apple 
and pumpkin pies, searching for 
that perfect Halloween costume, 
to my personal favorite - FOOT-
BALL!! 
  
October is a month that is very 
busy for our Clow PTA. We 
kick off our Have-a-Heart 
theme again this year with a 
classroom party on October 2nd. 
The kids will enjoy team-
building games/stories, a PTA 
supplied treat and parent do-
nated drinks. All the students 
will be reminded of our Have-a-
heart themes: character build-
ing, self esteem, respect for oth-
ers and bucket-filling. Please ask 
your children to share their 
thoughts with you. 
 
Our Reflections Program is 
well underway, and the theme 
this year is 'Beauty Is.' This is a 

fantastic State and National PTA 
program, that encourages chil-
dren to express themselves crea-
tively through different art 
forms. Please encourage your 
children to participate in the pro-
gram this year.  
  
Red Ribbon Week also takes 
place in October. For those  of 
you new to school, this week 
long event is recognized in 
schools with the help of PTA, to 
teach the children the value of 
living a drug free life. I hope 
you take time to discuss the 
events with your children and 
encourage them to Stay Drug 
Free. 
  
The Clow PTA evening Hallow-
een Party is scheduled for Fri-
day, October 30th. Our commit-
tee is hard at work planning a 
fun event for our families. This 
event is opened to all who wish 
to attend. I hope you join us for 
this fun evening, but  please 
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(continued from page 1) 

remember it is an event meant for 
families- you must stay and super-
vise your children, or send them 
with another adult who is responsi-
ble for them. 

Our Wrapping Paper Fundraiser will 
be ending shortly. Please help us fund 
the programs we sponsor for our chil-
dren by participating in it. Without it, 
we will not be able to fund everything 
and might be faced with cutting some 

of the programs that the PTA supports. 
This is something that the entire PTA 
board is working hard to avoid, so 
please consider helping us. 

Gina Ramsey has coordinated our 
Clow Nights at some local restaurants, 
with a portion of all proceeds being 
donated back to the Clow PTA. Please 
mark the dates on your calendars, and 
join us for a fun evening out —- free 
of the task of cooking dinner. 

Finally, Ms. Kaufman and I recently 
sent a survey home to everyone asking 
for feedback on the planned events for 
the school year. We received 66 back, 
and the results were overwhelmingly 
positive. We are proceeding with the 
planned events as listed on that survey. 

Enjoy the month of October.    GO 
BEARS!!    (Sorry, Mr. Andrews) 
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I look forward to Friday’s Have A 
Heart celebrations throughout Clow 
School.  This special celebration is 
unique to Clow and has become an 
important part of the school culture. 
The day focuses on how we treat one 
another and being conscious of the 
impact our actions have upon others.  

In today’s society, when we can 
quickly communicate via e-mail, 
voicemail, and text messaging, chil-
dren can feel disconnected from the 
person with whom they are communi-
cating. Through the popular media 
children can become desensitized to 
mean words. They do not see or com-
prehend the impact harsh words can 
have upon another person. During 
Have A Heart day ,we will highlight 
how enjoyable it can be to work to-
gether to achieve goals. Staff members 

will continue to plan special activities 
during the upcoming year that relate to 
the Have A Heart theme.  

Every child in the school has painted a 
special t-shirt to wear on Have a Heart 
days during the year. The t-shirts are a 
concrete expression of the HAH spirit 
we hope will guide every interaction 
that takes place at our school. I encour-
age you to talk often with your own 
child about how s/he can help others in 
a pro-social way. 

On September 11, we had a special 
assembly with The Magic Storyteller 
who shared the pillars of character.  He 
did large-group presentations followed 
by grade level workshops emphasizing 
the importance of peer interactions.   

We are also launching a bully-
prevention curriculum this month with 

lessons in every classroom. Students 
will learn to provide a “Stop” signal 
followed by an “I” message when an-
other student makes the individual feel 
uncomfortable.  The children will also 
learn strategies to “Walk” away and 
continue their day.  Students should 
“Talk” to an adult if the bullying con-
tinues.  The “Stop-Walk-Talk” routine 
is easy to learn, simple to remember in 
a difficult situation, and will be univer-
sally understood by students and staff 
in our school.   I encourage you to talk 
to your child and provide reinforce-
ment at home. You may want to dis-
cuss how to use the same process when 
conflict arises in the neighborhood, 
home, or community. 
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This month, kindergartners will review 
the ABC’s, and begin spending an en-
tire week with each letter learning the 
letter sounds and correct letter forma-
tion. Journal writing will continue us-
ing illustrations and “kindergarten 

spelling,” which is writing the sounds 
that are heard. In math, we will con-
tinue our study of patterning, graphing, 
number recognition, number printing, 
the five basic shapes, money, and 
measurement. We were very pleased 
that so many of our kindergartners 
knew phone numbers as this is such 
important safety information. We are 

studying the differences in the four sea-
sons.  For hands-on experience when 
studying the signs of fall, we’re looking 
forward to our field trip to Johansen’s 
Farm on October 9th. We’re hoping for 
good weather, as this will be an excit-
ing day for all of us! 
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Kindergarten 

First Grade 

Second Grade 

 

 

The first graders are getting used to the 
daily routines. We hope that your chil-
dren are checking out and reading 
books from the L.M.C. on a regular 
basis. If your child is checking books 
out that are too difficult to read inde-
pendently, please encourage him/her to 
check out books that he/she can read 
also. Students are given the opportunity 
to check out books daily. 

In reading, we will be read-
ing our next anthology 
Catch a Dream.  Please 
continue to practice reading 

and spelling the Word Wall words. 
Knowing these words will help your 
child be a fluent reader and a better 
writer. We will be sending the “At 
Home Reading Folders” every other 
week. Your help and guidance is appre-
ciated.   

Language Arts has us continuing with 
McCracken phonics. The emphasis is 
on blending short vowels with conso-
nants and sequencing the sounds in 
order to spell correctly. In Journal writ-
ing we are focusing on complete sen-
tences using a capital letter and correct 
punctuation. Writer’s Workshop has us 
thinking like writers. We are learning 
the process of how to write and we are 

trying to write books or pieces with a 
purpose and an audience in mind. 

To keep current in Math, please check 
out our weekly newsletter. 

In health, we are learning about the 
functions and locations of the major 
organs of the body.  

Social studies will have us learning 
about Christopher Columbus and his 
influence on discovering America. 

We are looking forward to our first 
“Have a Heart” celebration on October 
2nd. Thank you for your continued help 
and support! 
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The Second Graders are off to an 
amazing start!     This month, we will 
continue in the first theme of our read-
ing anthologies.  Our focus reading 
strategies for October are making pre-
dictions and schema.  We will learn 
that good readers make predictions 
before they read, as well as while they 
are reading.  We also will learn that 
good readers use background knowl-
edge to help them understand what 
they are reading.  As students are read-
ing they are adding and changing their 
schema (knowledge) about different 
topics.  The students are practicing 
these strategies throughout the school 
day and are encouraged to work on 
them at home as well.   

 In Writer’s Workshop, we will be 
working on completing the process of 
Writer’s Workshop. We also will be 
reviewing “Letter Writing.”  The Paw 
Prints Publishing Center in the L.M.C. 
is open for business and all students 
will begin publishing their work this 
month. 

Math will be fun as we concentrate on 
learning our addition and subtraction 
facts.  We will find strategies for re-
membering our facts easily and relate 
learning these facts to hands-on, practi-
cal ideas. Be on the lookout for “Home 
Links” (math homework). These serve 
as a great communication tool for par-
ents to learn about their child’s pro-
gress in Math. 

In Social Studies, we finished learning 
about communities.   We are learning 

about apples and how they fit into our 
Science life cycles theme.  It will be 
fun to take a field trip to an apple or-
chard to learn about rural communities 
and the process of growing and picking 
apples. Our exciting Science unit for 
the month is “Sink and Float”.  The 
children will learn about concepts such 
buoyancy.  They will even get a chance 
to design and build their very own 
cargo ship based on the knowledge 
they gain from this unit! More detailed 
instructions will be coming home soon. 

 …October promises to be a busy 
month, but we are looking forward to 
all of the growth and learning that 
takes place here in Second Grade!  
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Batter Up! With the World 
Series just around the cor-
ner, various literacy activi-
ties in fifth grade will have 
a baseball flavor. Students 

will have the opportunity to read about 
one of baseball’s greats, Roberto 
Clemente, and explore his legacy both 
on and off the baseball diamond. 

Students will be taking a trip back in 
time to visit the original 13 colonies in 
social studies. Students will be research-
ing one of the 13 colonies in cooperative 

groups using various resources and will 
be creating a digital story of their colony 
using the program Microsoft Photostory. 
Choosing pictures and incorporating 
music will make their colony come 
alive! 

While social studies has us absorbing 
new and exciting information about 
colonization , math has us exploring 
geometry. Students will be exposed to 
all types of triangles, angles, and poly-
gons. They may even want to show you 
how to tessellate! 

Fifth graders are involved in many ex-
tra-curricular activities both inside and 
outside of school. This is important in 

developing the whole person and spark-
ing new interests. In order for students 
to do their best in school, however, we 
hope they always arrive prepared. well-
rested, and “breakfasted.” This will be 
particularly important in this month 
when the Otis-Lennon School Ability 
Test will be given. As always, let us 
know if you have any questions or con-
cerns. Also, a reminder that first quarter 
reading accountabilities are due Friday, 
October 16th. We’ve gotten off to a fan-
tastic start and are excited for the com-
ing months!  
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Third Grade 

Fourth Grade 

Fifth Grade 

 

 

Third grade has a lot to look forward to 
this October.  In reading, we will be 
completing  our unit “Something Spe-
cial” .  The students have concentrated 
on various reading strategies such as, 
making and confirming predictions, de-
coding long words, and identifying ele-
ments of fiction and nonfiction texts.  
After this unit, we are excited to start 
our first Novel Study—The Boxcar 
Children. For our A.K.O.R.N. reading 
incentive, students will be reading mys-
teries this month.   

 

In writing, we have finished our animal 
research where students have practiced 
using a variety of resources from our 
LMC to gather information on an ani-
mal. Now students will be creating 
PowerPoint presentations with the infor-
mation they have found and organized. 
After completing these presentations, 
students will begin narrative writing. 

Animals and their habitats have also 
been the focus of our science unit which 
we will complete in October.  The unit 
is centered on understanding and utiliz-
ing the scientific process where students 
will be practicing forming questions, 
hypothesizing, following procedures,  

 

recording data, and drawing conclu-
sions.   

Following our science unit ,we will be-
gin a new social studies unit which will 
include the study of different types of 
communities and landforms.  Students 
will compare and contrast rural, subur-
ban, and urban communities.   

Finally, in math, students will continue 
to explore various concepts through 
games and the exploration of manipula-
tives.   

October looks to be a month 
full of fun and learning for 
the third grade classrooms. 
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Dear anyone who will listen, 

Have you ever been unjustly punished? 
Banished to your room? Denied your 
favorite foods? During the month of 
October, the fourth grade students at 
Clow will be relating to the hardships 
and woes being endured by Ike LaRou 
as we find him being sent to the Igor 
Brotweiler Canine Academy, school for 
bad dogs in Dear Mrs. LaRou Letters 
from Obedience School. The students 
will use this book as a spring-

board/model for their own persuasive 
narrative. 

Our study of the circulatory system will 
lead us right into a study of the respira-
tory system. Connections and relation-
ships between the two systems will be 
sought by the students as they learn. By 
the months end we will embark on a 
new frontier as we learn, study, and re-
search about the planets of our solar sys-
tem. 

In social studies, we will be studying 
government, elections and voting. Each 
class will be able to walk through the 

election process with a 
class candidate. Please feel 
free to share your knowl-
edge of this process at 
home as well. The north-
east region of our country has many in-
teresting land forms and is rich in his-
tory; this is the region of our country 
that the students will be learning about 
at the end of this month. Please help out 
at home by practicing these state’s 
names, their capitals and where they are 
on the map.  
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Kindergartners are learning about the 
difference between line and shape as 
well as, the difference between organic 
shape and geometric shape. We will be 
using this knowledge in future art pro-
jects. 

First graders are learning about them-
selves through art. We recently fin-
ished the self-portraits paintings and 
now will begin our study of the face 
map and create self-portraits of our 
faces. 

Second graders are learning a lot about 
color! The color wheel and how to 
create new colors will be the theme on 

the next projects. Oil pastels will be 
used to create a fall leaf composition. 

Third graders will be learning how to 
put it all together. Composition is sup-
ported by a few principles of design. 
We will be focusing on rhythm, vari-
ety and balance for our next few pro-
jects. A magnet creature will be our 
first composition. Then, we will create 
a composition of sand dollars using 
chalk pastels. 

Fourth graders did a wonderful job 
creating cut-out collages in the style of 
Matisse. Now, we are learning about 
Picasso, comparing and contrasting his 
style with Matisse. Students will be 
creating a self-portrait in the style of 
Picasso and writing an essay explain-

ing their color and line choices. 

Fifth graders are finishing their still 
life paintings and will work together in 
teams to create a backdrop for their 
upcoming musical later this year. 
Many of you may have seen the tile 
wall created by the fifth graders last 
year. This year’s fifth graders will be 
adding on to this wall later this year. 
We will begin self-portraits later in the 
month. 
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Physical Education 

Art 

 

 

We are doing wonderful things in P.E. 
class, such as: working as a team, 
playing hard, making good choices, 
learning about leadership, displaying 
fair play, experiencing different ways 
to take care of ourselves, developing 
creativity, and having fun!  WOW!  
All that?  Well, we do work on many 
things sometimes unknowingly.  All of 
the above verb tenses pretty much can 
work in many different settings: work, 
home life, school, and even in P.E. 
class.  We are learning to be creative 
in our games and activities while 
sometimes changing and adapting the 
rules.  Many of our games have us 
working together to accomplish a goal 
or goals.  All the time, we are trying to 
make the right choices as we play by 
the rules or not to.  I am trying to give 
the students a variety of ways to work-
out and to develop their fitness levels.  
Playing hard is almost what every one 
of the students does all the time.  Their 
efforts have been outstanding (thank 
you to you guys for helping to show 
the value of trying your best).  And 
finally, having fun is what these stu-

dents do almost all of the time.  Again, 
thank you for helping your child(ren) 
be the best they can be. 

THE GAME PLAN 

K-2nd grade will continue to develop 
their personal and general space 
awareness.  Safety will always be 
stressed and practiced  in our move-
ments.  More low organized games 
will be introduced.  Movement explo-
ration will be explored even more with 
obstacle courses and other activities.  
Kindergarten does an obstacle course 
to highlight how to get out of the 
house in case of an emergency.   3rd-
5th grade will have moved into soccer 
skills and continue to work on team 
building activities.  Grades one 
through five will be participating in 
their fall fitness tests.  We use these 
tests as a measuring stick to see where 
the students are at and what we need to 
concentrate on. 

FITNESS IS FUN  

It looks like a go for our fitness activi-
ties this year for the entire school com-
munity.  The past two years I have had 
Fun Runs/Walk Talks, but I may be 
expanding on that event to include 

other fitness ideas such as morning 
game days, fitness days, and some 
activities for evening play (i.e. volley-
ball).  Our first activity should be com-
ing home soon.  Look for information 
in the form of a letter from your child. 

Our 5th Annual Punt, Pass, and 
Kick Competition seemed to go well.  
I want to first thank all the volunteers 
for helping.  It can be a big undertak-
ing, so your help was greatly appreci-
ated.  Please pat yourself on the back 
for making the event successful.  We 
have had great success with this event 
as we have had at least one student 
advance to the State level every year!  
Yeah Clow! 

Please continue to have your stu-
dent(s) prepared for P.E. class with 
safe and comfortable gym shoes.  Ap-
propriate clothing to allow for move-
ment is also important.  
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Kindergartners began the year develop-
ing their steady beat and singing skills. 
At the beginning of each music class, 
students have the opportunity to sing 
alone and with others by echoing 
“hello” to each other around our circle. 
Students sing in their “head voice” on 
the pitches so and mi. To help students 
find the correct pitches, we use Cur-
wen hand signs (similar to sign lan-
guage) while singing. We have been 
working on feeling the steady beat in 
our bodies through tapping, patting, 
clapping, marching, jumping, and any 
other way we can think of to feel the 
beat. We have also been exploring 
movements our bodies can create as we 
listen to music. In the next month, we 
explore the different sounds our voices 
can make through vocal exploration 
activities and movement to music. 

First grade students are continuing the 
singing skills introduced in Kindergar-
ten by echo-singing “hello” to start 
music class. We began singing with the 
pitches so and mi, and in the upcoming 
months we will add the pitch, la. Stu-
dents will begun sight-reading melo-
dies using the pitches so and mi and la, 
and will experience musical games that 
incorporate the pitches so, mi, and la. 
This past month students reviewed 
steady beat through movement and 

learned the basic rhythmic values of 
the quarter note, eighth note, and quar-
ter rest in their study of clocks. In the 
next month, students will begin to dis-
tinguish between the steady beat and 
the rhythm of the words and will ex-
plore un-pitched percussion instru-
ments. 

Second grade students began the year 
experiencing duple meter (how a beat 
can be divided into groups of two or 
four) and the quarter and eighth note 
values. We practiced this through vari-
ous songs and chants. Throughout the 
year, students will continue to learn 
different beat groupings through folk 
songs. Students will continue to sight-
read melodies using the pitches so, mi, 
and la. In the next month, students will 
expand their singing skills and explore 
ABA musical form. 

The third grade classes this month 
studied songs using mi, re, and do. 
These songs will help prepare students 
for learning the recorder and identify-
ing the notes B, A, and G on the music 
staff. This past month students also 
learned about a repeating pattern called 
an ostinato, which they performed with 
pitched and non-pitched percussion 
instruments. Next month students will 
study the music staff and begin record-
ers. 

Fourth graders spent the past month 
reviewing grade-level rhythms through 
layered percussion ensembles. Students 
learned the importance of focus, listen-
ing, balance, and matching in their en-
semble playing. Students performed a 
three-layered ensemble to accompany 
the folk songs they learned this month. 
We will be building upon this ensem-
ble as we continue to add more parts. 
This month students will apply their 
rhythmic knowledge to dramatize an 
African folktale and incorporate the 
percussion ensembles learned. 

Fifth grade students began the year 
with movement activities that focused 
on beat internalization (feeling the beat 
inside our bodies). Students experi-
enced two folk dances, the Bachata 
from the Dominican Republic, and the 
Russian Korobushka dance. In the next 
month, students will be experiencing 
percussion ensembles using both tradi-
tional and non-traditional instruments, 
which they will showcase for their 5th 
grade concert.  
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Music 

�  Chorus Notes �  
Clow Chorus will begin rehearsals on Thursday, October 
1st! Permission slips and information sheets have been 
sent home in students’ backpacks so please return them to 
Mrs. McCoy before the first rehearsal. Chorus is open to 
any 4th or 5th grade student interested, and meets on 
Thursday mornings from 8:00-8:50am. Rehearsals will 
take place in the multipurpose room.  

All 4th and 5th grade students are encouraged to partici-
pate!  

 

Band and Orchestra 
 

Band and orchestra have also begun their rehearsals for 
5th grade students. Large group for these ensembles 
meets on  Tuesday mornings from 7:50-8:50am. For 
additional information, please contact Ms. Blevins or 
Mr. Provost. 
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“Thank you!” LMC 
volunteers. We had a 
terrific turnout of par-
ents and non-parent 
volunteers to help us 
begin the school year. 
As most of you know, 

books have been practically flying off 
of the shelves so we are extremely 
grateful for volunteer help!!! 

Volunteers in the Clow LMC have the 
benefit of helping all children at Clow 
as we all learn throughout the year. An 
additional benefit to volunteering in the 
LMC is that volunteers can borrow 
books to take home and share with their 
children as well as the opportunity to 
pre-shop at our book fairs. If you are 
interested in volunteering in the LMC, 
we would love to have you. Just call 
Barbara Stephens at 630-369-4767 or 
Julie Grosch at 630-369-6027.  
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Now that the school year is up and run-
ning, we hope that you will encourage 
your child/children to visit our library 
media center on a daily basis. We have 
thousands of books to read and many 
activities to pursue. Not only will our 
students become better readers, but we 
will get to know each Clow student on 
a first name basis! Kindergartners will 
soon be checking out two books at a 
time and 1st through 5th graders check 
out up to four books. We are continu-
ing with the parent permission form for 
students who want to check out a 
Book/Activity Backpack. This permis-

sion slip must be completed and turned 
in to a LMC staff member for each 
backpack that is checked out. Because 
of the $75.00 replacement charge, we 
expect that parents will continue to be 
responsible for their child’s use of the 
backpacks.  

CLOW COUGARS CARE  

Thanks to your generous donations, in 
August/September, we collected nearly 
100 pairs of gently-used sandals and 
shoes for the children in Iraq! 

This month ,we’ll collect donated items 
for our troops in partnership with the 
local organization Operation Support 
Our Troops, Illinois-Inc.  LMC volun-
teer, Barbara Isgren, works closely with 
this wonderful group.  Please refer to 
the list and donate what you can.  Stu-
dents who bring a donation will have 
their picture taken for our Support Our 
Troops bulletin board. 

 

The Top 10 items needed are: 

1. Canned Soup/Pasta (20 oz or less)   
2. Canned Fruit (20 oz or less)   
3. Granola Bars      
4. Pringles (canisters)  
5. Crackers (16 oz or less) 
6. Wipes (Unscented) 
7. Foot Powder (20 oz or less) 
8. Shaving Cream (non aerosol) 
9. Lotion for Men (16 oz or less) 
10. Mouthwash (20 oz or less) 
 
 

Visit our LMC Website for more infor-
mation or visit the Support Our Troops 
Organization at  www.osotil.org. 

 

OCTOBER EVENTS 

Robert Clow Elementary School is the 
2009 recipient of the American Asso-
ciation of School Librarians’ National 
School Library Media Program of the 
Year Award. On October 13, 2009 
there will be a school-wide assembly 

during which a crystal award will be 
presented as well as a check for 
$10,000 provided by the Follett Library 
Resources Corporation. You are in-
vited,  but please make arrangements 
for your preschooler! The assembly 
begins at 2:45 in the gym with a recep-
tion in the library media center to fol-
low. Please RSVP with your intentions 
by October 4, 2009 to bev-
erly_frett@ipsd.org. We look forward 
to sharing our special day with you. 

On Thursday, October 15, Clow fourth 
and fifth graders will welcome Angie 
Sage, acclaimed author of the enthrall-
ing Septimus Heap series and the 
Araminta series, as she debuts her new-
est book Syren: Septimus Heap Book 
Five.  Ms. Sage comes to us from her 
home in England thanks to our local 
business partner Anderson’s Bookshop.  
You may pre-order the author’s books 
using the order form found on the Clow 
LMC website under What’s Up in the 
LMC. 

The book fair is coming to Clow!   

The dates are:  Wednesday, October 
21, 3:30 – 7:30, Thursday, October 22, 
8:30 – 4:30, and Friday, October 23, 
8:30 – 4:30.  

Anderson’s Book Fair Company is our 
vendor for this fair. Watch for more 
news coming soon about the book fair. 

The brand new Clow Book Club, open 
to all 2nd – 5th graders, is being 
formed and will meet on Friday, Octo-
ber 23rd, after school from 3:35 - 4:30. 
If your child is interested, please re-
mind them to sign up in the LMC right 
away!  

(continued on page 8) 

From the LMC 

http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc.html 
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(continued from page 7) 

The Clow TattleTales will begin meet-
ing on Friday mornings, starting on 
October 9 at 8:00 in the LMC. All 4th 
& 5th graders who filled out an appli-
cation should have received informa-
tion regarding our meeting dates. If we 
missed anyone, please let Mrs. Frett 
know ASAP. 

The Clow School 1st – 5th 
grade Webographers will 
be getting started with 
training sessions through-

out the month of October and into No-
vember. If any parents are interested in 
volunteering to help with student train-
ing, please contact Mrs. Frett at 630-
428-6067. Students who signed up in 
September will receive a letter with 
dates for two training sessions sched-
uled after school for each grade level. 
Over 100 students showed interest and 
are excited about starting. Watch for 

their photos on the Clow website soon. 

LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS 

The Naperville Public Library Board 
approved a yearly Internet-only card 
for students in grades K-12 at a cost of 
$50.00 with a daily use Internet pass 
for $5.00. This is a great opportunity 
for those members of the Clow Com-
munity who live in an unincorporated 
area of Naperville and want to take 
advantage of resources that the library 
provides. Please contact the public li-
brary at 630-961-4100 with any ques-
tions. 

The LMC Staff wishes everyone a 
beautiful fall! 
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LMC Hours 
     Before School Hours* 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, & Friday 
8:30 - 9:05 a.m. 

  During the School Day 
Monday - Friday  

9:05 a.m. - 3:35 a.m.  

        After School Hours* 
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday 

 3:35 p.m.  - 4:15 p.m. 

The LMC is closed after school on half 
days or afternoons before a holiday.  
Please visit the LMC with your child 
and enjoy browsing our collection, us-
ing the computers for AR tests, and 
other pursuits  

*Parent/Adult Supervision required dur-
ing these hours. 

�

CLOW’S FALL BOOK FAIR 
 

The fall book fair is coming! Come see all the great new books, like Lunch Lady, a new 
graphic novel about a crime fighting lunch lady who fights the evil cyborg substitute 
teacher! Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Dog Days, the latest in the series, will be available! 
 We’ll have Naked Mole Rat Gets Dressed,  Judy Moody & Stink: The Mad, Mad, Mad, 
MAD Treasure Hunt, and hundreds more!! 

  

Wednesday, October 21 
3:30 p.m. til  7:30 p.m. 

Thursday, October 22 
8:30 a.m. til 4:30 p.m.  

Friday, October 23.    
8:30 a.m. til 4:30 p.m.  

 

Cash, checks and credit cards will be accepted (sorry, no AmEx). 
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The Publishing Center is open! Have 
you heard about the newest format we 
can publish? Comic Books!! Check out 
the forms on the Circulation Desk and 
fill in the dialog boxes, we'll type it up 
and then you can add your illustrations 
to complete your own graphic novel!! 
Check with Mrs. Sparks or Mrs. frett if 
you have more questions!  

 

Already typed your new book?? You 
can send the electronic copy to the Pub-
lishing Center and make publishing 
your book even easier!! Just send the 
Word or Publisher document file as an 
attachment to Mrs. Sparks at 
lee_sparks@ipsd.org and she will get it 
to the right place! 

 **Parents** We still need some addi-
tional volunteers to work in the Pub-
lishing Center. The hours are flexible 
and the stories are priceless! This popu-
lar program is completely supported by 

volunteers parents - without your help, 
it will be difficult to keep up with the 
demand. If you can help, contact Chris 
Bickler at                                          
bicklemc@wideopenwest.com. 
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PawPrints Publishing 

Yes, you too can experience life in the 
LMC!  See your child in elementary 
school action! See the fantastic book 
choices, and check out books for your 
child!  Find an outlet for the Martha 
Stewart in you and assist Mrs. Frett 
and Mrs. Sparks with cutting edge me-
dia projects!  Satisfy your need for 
organization by straightening and 
shelving fantastic books!  There is 

always something interesting happen-
ing in our LMC! 

Volunteers are scheduled weekly, 
twice a month, or monthly in the 
morning or the afternoon - whatever 
works with your schedule.  If you 
would like more information regarding 
the LMC, please contact us via email.     

 

 

We look forward to working with 
you!! 

���*����"��%!��
��
*
��%!��
78�����$3�����
�
0�����.��
�!�
���
�!�8�����$3����
�

Life in the LMC 

Birthday Book Club!   Is your child’s 
birthday coming up soon?  The Birthday 
Book Club provides a great opportunity 
for you to honor your child’s birthday 
with a book donation to the Clow LMC.  
Your contribution for a personally dedi-
cated book for the LMC is $10.00.  Your 
child can check out a birthday book cata-
log from the LMC.  There you will find 
instructions, order forms and a list of 
book titles and descriptions from which 
to choose.   OR…our birthday book 
catalog is online!!.  Simply go to 
http://clow.ipsd.org/lmc_pta_birthday-
book-club.html .  Another way to get 
there is go to Clow’s website 

(www.clow.ipsd.org), click on the LMC 
link on the left, scroll down to The Clow 
PTA Supports the Clow LMC Program, 
click on Birthday Book Club, then click 
on the Birthday Book Catalog link.  The 
Birthday Book Order Form is available 
for you to print online also.  Hopefully 
this will make it easier for you to donate 
a book to the LMC.   Another option is 
to visit Anderson’s Bookshop in Naper-
ville and purchase a new hardcover book 
from the Best Books for Children book 
list that is also available in our catalog.  
Your child will be the first to check out 
the book and they will be invited to our 
birthday book club party at the end of 
the school year.   

 

If you have any questions please contact 
Patty Schiewe at pschiewe@att.net. 
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Birthday Book Club 



 

 

Accelerated Reader Program 
Congratulations to the TOP TEN Point Earners! 
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2nd Grade 3rd Grade 4th Grade 5th Grade

1 Ashley Tan Alexander Kiefer Darren Huang Matthew Valiga

2 Elliott Sieger Max Schiewe Ben Rieke Anna Li

3 Robert Valiga Isabella Ramos Matthew Skrbec Aarya Chandhok

4 Lydia Jun Taylor Wiewiora Naomi Tan Dharm Sodha

5 Saaniya Rupani Jaclyn Tucker Paige Price Jacob Bundschuh

6 Maya Davis Katherine Brovkovych Nicholas Piraino Rachel Becker

Sevan Tamazian

7 Connor Schick Ashley Hyatt Kristiana Habiger Alexis Premo

8 Andrew Reid Shannon Tagler Shola Jimoh Justin Craig

9 Aidan O'Grady Gavin Babbitt Jaime Sienko Brandon Monzel

10 Samuel Goldberg Mia Giglio Roshini Balasubramanian John Isakson

Prayusi Shah Thomas Sugden

GREAT 

JO
B! 

Market Day was a BIG success for 
our first month back to school.  We 
had 10 new customers ordering and 
we profited $324.This really helps 
out the PTA to give back to our chil-
dren at Clow School!  I encourage 
you to give Market Day a try if you 
have never done so.   There are many 
delicious foods that are convenient 
for those running to and from activi-
ties.  One of our favorite delicious 
and healthy snacks is the Trail Mix 
Cookie.  It is loaded with oatmeal, 
raisins and dried cranberries, a hint of 
chocolate which makes this delicious 
breakfast cookie a healthy snack to 

grab on the go.  Each month there are 
specials and sometimes foods avail-
able in trial sizes.  So please, give 
Market Day a try and support Clow's 
PTA which in return benefits your 
child and the fun activities they par-
ticipate in such as field trips and other 
free family fun nights at Clow 
School! 

Orders for October are due at school 
by Sept. 30th or online by Oct. 3rd.  
Pick up is Wednesday,  Oct. 7th at 
Clow from 5-6 p.m.   

If interested in helping unload the 
truck, please contact me ASAP. 

We are looking for 5th grade parent 
volunteers.  Thanks for your support! 
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http://www.marketday.com 



 

 

Crafts! Costume Parade! 

Games! 

Haunted House! 

Music! Costume Contest! 
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Unveil your most creative costume and bring your goodie bags,  

because we've got a "Treat" for you!!! 
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Friday, October 30  

7:00-9:00 pm—Clow Gym 

 

Concessions! 

Spirit Dance A Great 
Success 

 

 

 

Clow families packed the gym and 
danced the night away at the PTA 
Spirit Dance on September 11th. 
What a pleasure to have such a dedi-
cated group of awesome parents to  
help out that night! Special thanks go 
out to those who helped make the 

evening a success and to Clancy 
for visiting!   

We are very fortunate to be sur-
rounded by many generous retailer's 
in our community who donated 
great door prizes. Thanks to Bi-
aggi's, Buffalo Wild Wings, Bugs 
and Butterflies, Dairy Queen, Kids-
nips, Learning Express, Johnny 
Rockets and Robek's Juice! 

 

I would also like to thank all the kids 
who helped pull the winning prize  
tickets and the Girl Scouts for provid-
ing refreshments. Once again, Clow  
families exceeded our expectations of 
displaying great behavior and awe-
some  school spirit! Way to go Cou-
gars! 
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Don’t miss this �
����������� event! 
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The 2009-2010 Reflections program 
is underway.  The theme for this year 
is “Beauty is…”  All submissions are 
due by 4:00pm on Thursday, October 
8  to the school office! 

Please encourage your child to par-
ticipate in the program!  It’s a won-
derful way to promote and enhance  
children’s creativity in visual arts, 
photography, musical composition, 
dance/choreography, film/video, 
and/or literature.  Check 

http://clow.ipsd.org for the full rules 
of the program and printable project 
submission forms. All Clow students 
who participate will be recognized 
and given a special award at a fun 
ceremony held in the spring. 

Judging of Clow students’ projects 
will take place on October 13, and 
select projects will be chosen to ad-
vance to the next level of judging.  
Non-advancing projects will be ro-
tated through a bulletin board display 
at Clow.  All projects will be returned 
to students at the reception in the 
spring. 

 

If you have any questions, please 
contact either one of us.  
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Reflections Program 

Fundraising  

 

Our first Wendy’s night of the year 
was fairly successful.  Don’t forget 
that there will always be a represen-
tative from the Clow PTA in 
Wendy’s from 5:00 until 8:00 during 
our fundraising nights, so come in for 
some social time if you have the op-
portunity! 

Please don’t forget to participate any 
way you can in our wrapping paper 
fundraiser.  All orders must be turned 
in no later than October 5th and we 
really need everyone to participate in  

 

order to raise the monies needed to 
fund all of the PTA programs! 

Be sure to check your e-mail for 
regular reminders of all of the restau-
rant fundraisers we are participating 
in.  All you have to do for those is eat 
out! 

Thank you all for your participation 
and support! 
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Oberwiess Night 
Wednesday, October 7* 

 
Wendy’s Night 

Route 59 & 95th Street 
Tuesday, October 13 

5:00-8:00 p.m. 
 

Culver’s Night 
Route 59 and 75th Street 
Wednesday, October 28 

4:00-8:00 p.m. 

*coupon & details to follow via backpack 

�
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Thank you to Carrie Garcia for all her hard work in planning and organizing such a successful 
Spirit Dance. 

Thanks to Chris Bickler, Samantha Elkins, Carrie Garcia, Shelly Lambert, and Bob Valiga for 
helping at the September Market Day pickup.   

Thank you to Sonia Hertogs for meeting with all the head room parents and getting our year off to 
a great start. 
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IPPC (Indian Prairie Parents 
Council) is the umbrella or-
ganization for all the PTAs 
in District 204.  The presi-
dent and a representative 
from each PTA attend 
monthly meetings at the 

Crouse Educational Center, the admin-
istrative center of the district.  Agendas 
for these meetings mirror those of indi-
vidual PTAs, with salutes, executive 
and committee reports (Health and 
Safety, Reflections, Legislation, Lead-
ership, and Scholarship), and continu-
ing and new business.  Where they typi-
cally differ is the presence of guest 
speakers, usually from the administra-
tion, including the regular appearance 
of the superintendent. 

 
So what do you get from IPPC?  We get 
an overview of the district, with per-
spectives both from other PTAs and 
schools (like Gregory and Neuqua, both 
in our future!), and from the administra-
tion.  We get news and information 
about the district, as well as answers to  

specific questions we pose to the ad-
ministration. 

For example, from Kathy Birkett, we 
heard that the three most important 
things to her as Superintendent are: 
Communication, Fiscal Responsibility 
and Student achievement.  She pointed 
out that enrollment is currently at 
8,700+ in the high schools and at 9,263 
for Grades 4–7, which means we will 
continue to grow at the high school 
level for many more years.  District 204 
is among the first in the nation to enter 
into a partnership with ACT to prepare 
our students.  The currently used ISAT 
ranks in the bottom 10 of prep tests in 
the nation, which is one key reason 
we’re entering into this partnership.  
Middle school and high school students 
will be taking different versions of test 
from ACT, and the program will even-
tually be driven down to the elementary 
level. 
 
Karla Zozulia, Director of Support Ser-
vices, addressed the question of why 
busing was brought in-house, under the 
management of the district.  This 
change is cost neutral, and the district is 
better able to handle both the technol-
ogy piece and the customer service side 

of it.  Also, having the management in-
house will make transition and consis-
tency easier should we change contrac-
tors in the future. 
 
She also spoke briefly about Chart-
wells, our new food vendor, who re-
placed Sodexho.  We are no longer on 
the state subsidized milk program, so 
milk now costs .40 per carton, which 
has nothing to do with Chartwells. 
 
Jason Altenbern, Coordinator of Com-
munity relations, talked about a Jaycees 
coat drive on Oct. 4 from 10-3, at the 
Judd Kendall VFW in downtown Na-
perville. Folks are also able to bring 
winter wear/supplies to Oktoberfest 
upon entry to the Naper  Settlement 
grounds on Friday, October 2 and Sat-
urday, October 3. 
 
Those were the tidbits from this 
month's meeting.  Please feel free to 
address any questions regarding the 
district to me, or directly with an ad-
ministrator! 
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IPPC Updates 

Indian Prairie Project Arrow (IPPA) PTA 
Attention parents of Project Arrow students: Did you know that there is a new District 204 PTA specifically focused on 
gifted children?  The Indian Prairie Project Arrow PTA (IPPA) began last February.  The goals of the IPPA PTA are to: 

¨ Work with the school district to provide the best educational experience for gifted and talented children and help 
them reach their full potential 

¨ Provide a local community support group for parents, guardians, families and educators of gifted and talented 
children 

¨ Inform legislators, school board members, educators, and the community about the unique challenges of gifted-
ness and the importance of gifted programming   

¨ Be a resource of information on gifted services and community programs 

More information about this new organization, including membership applications and resources for parents of gifted chil-
dren can be found at: http://ipsdweb.ipsd.org/IPPC/Default.aspx/ProjectArrowPTA. Membership in the IPPA PTA costs 
$5.00/year for an individual and $10.00/year for a two-parent family.  Please consider joining this new organization that is 
designed to help our Project Arrow children have the best educational experience possible. 
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October is Disability Awareness Month  

Disability is defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 as “a physical or mental impairment that substantially 
limits one or more major life activities.” 

Why should we as a School Community care about Disability Awareness Month?  Perhaps the fact that we are a caring 
school community is the best reason.  Another is that each of us, by virtue of living in a community, is affected in some 
way by another person’s disability.   

Within our school, there are students living and learning with Asthma, Diabetes, Down Syndrome, Autism, Food Allergies, 
Physical disabilities and Speech disorders, to name just a few.  In most ways, these children are like everyone else in their 
class.  They want to learn and do well; to make and keep friends; and to laugh and have fun.  And like most other kids, they 
probably do not want others to always focus on what is different about them.  All children can benefit from recognizing 
both similarities and differences in themselves and others.  The key to making this successful is teaching our chil-
dren/students how to use patience, compassion and kindness towards themselves and others. 

The next Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA meeting is scheduled for October 20, at 7:00 p.m. at the Crouse Education Cen-
ter.  The speaker that evening will be District 204 Superintendent Kathy Birkett.  We hope you can join us! 

Meatheads Fundraiser 
Wednesday, October 21 & Thursday, October  22  

Come for lunch or dinner and have a delicious burger and 
fries at Meatheads restaurant (75th St, in front of Whole 
Foods).  Make sure to give a coupon with your order!  

Thank you to all who participated in the Culver’s Fund-
raiser and Krantz Photography Fundraiser.  We appreci-
ate your support and hope to see you at our upcoming 
fundraisers! 
 
Please contact me with any comments, questions  
or suggestions at 630-527-1382 or email me at  
markandamyskarr@comcast.net. 
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Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA  

Metea Valley High School Open House 
 

The community is invited to attend the open house for Metea Valley High School on Sunday, October 4. 
There will be a formal school dedication ceremony from 2 pm to 2:30 pm, followed by an open house from 
2:30 pm to 5 pm with tours of the school. Metea Valley High School is located at 1801 N. Eola Road, 
Aurora. 
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