October, 2009 Legislative Updates

Local Update
Submitted by Colleen Johnson

Next School Board Meeting is Monday October 19, 2009 @ 7:00PM
For more information http://board.ipsd.org

Fire does $500,000 damage at Waubonsie
Fire did an estimated $500,000 in damage to a Waubonsie Valley High School storgage building and its contents Saturday night in a blaze that erupted while the homecoming dance was taking place at the nearby Aurora school.
The dance was not interupted, according to Aurora Fire Department Deputy Cheif John Lehman, but about 20 Aurora firefighters fought the blaze for more than a half-hour before getting it under control. Firefighers were called to the out building on the north end of the high school property, just off the adjacent parking lot, at about 8:23 p.m., Lehman aid. The fire's cause is under investigation by the department's arson investigation team but arson is not suspected because doors were locked and there was no forced entry to the building.
The 30-foot-by-50-foot cinder block building held maintenance equipment, lawn equipment, tractors and gas storage, Lehman said.
No injuries were reported.

111th STREET PUBLIC MEETING  The City of Naperville will host a public meeting from 6 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, October 14 at Clifford Crone Middle School, located at the southwest corner of 111th Street and 248th Avenue, to present the proposed improvements for 111th Street between Route 59 and Perth Drive. The meeting will be an open house format; a formal presentation will not be provided. Attendees will have an opportunity to learn about the project history, construction staging and alternate routes. In addition, residents and business owners will have an opportunity to voice their questions and concerns. For more information, visit www.naperville.il.us/111thimprovements.aspx.   

Community Input for the Financial Advisory Committee
Reported by janet_buglio@ipsd.org 
Dear Indian Prairie School District 204 Community,

As Indian Prairie parents and taxpayers like you, we know that the financial health of our school district is important for our children and our community. That is why we volunteer our time as members of the Indian Prairie Citizens Financial Advisory Committee (CFAC).

The CFAC is a think tank comprised of business and financial professionals charged with advising the District 204 administration. The committee focuses on factors affecting revenues and expenses, looking for ways to improve the District's financial health. We examine how existing activities and programs are funded and look for innovative ideas from education, government, and business. Our emphasis is on performance and improved financial efficiency.

Given these tough economic times, the CFAC is looking for community input. We are seeking forward-looking, creative, and innovative ideas that could lead to greater financial efficiency and cost savings. You can share your ideas online at Community Feedback through October 15. While we will probably repeat this opportunity in the future, you can help the most by making a suggestion right now.

Thanks in advance to all those taking a few minutes to share their ideas at Community Feedback

Sincerely, 
Indian Prairie Citizens Financial Advisory Committee

Federal Update
Submitted By Melissa Mullins

National PTA continues to be a voice for children within federal policy; in 2009, PTA will focus primarily on three policy priorities: 
PARENT INVOLVEMENT AND ENGAGEMENT One of PTA’s founding principles is its dedication to engaging parents in the education of their children. Since the PTA’s inception, it has provided workshops and resources on child development to parent groups and community leaders. In recent years, PTA has developed the National Standards for Family-School Partnerships as well as assessment tools to measure the success of these standards in schools. Recognizing the importance of parent involvement in a child’s education, PTA has worked to ensure that provisions encouraging parental involvement were included in the 2001 reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), now known as the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). PTA looks forward to having the opportunity to strengthen parent involvement and engagement in the upcoming reauthorization of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA-NCLB)
OPPORTUNITY AND EQUITY FOR ALL CHILDREN From the outset, PTA has championed the importance of equal opportunity for all children, regardless of socioeconomic background, and addressed associated problems of child labor, childhood diseases, and a judicial system more concerned with punishment than with rehabilitation of juveniles.  As part of its 2009 Public Policy Agenda, PTA will advance its agenda for opportunity and equity for all children with the reauthorizations of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA-NCLB), the Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Act (JJDPA), and federal appropriations to support student achievement and parent engagement. 
CHILD HEALTH PTA has been closely involved with federal health policy since its inception, including pivotal roles in the creation of both the U.S. Public Health Service and the Department of Health and Human Services. In 2009, National PTA will be advocating to improve child health and wellness through the reauthorizations of the Child Nutrition Act and the State Children’s Health Insurance Program.
 To view the complete document and learn about legislative issues affecting families, schools, and communities, and PTA achievements on behalf of children’s education, health, and well- being, go to www.pta.org/take_action.asp


	For more information:

http://www.illinoispta.org/Legislation.html
  click on the “Bill List as of….”link

http://www.ilga.gov/
  website for IL General Assembly-complete list of bills, resolutions,     members, committee, etc.

http://www.isbe.net/Default.htm
  website for the Illinois State Board of Education
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