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Mark Your Calendar:  
 

April 7  
No School/Election Day 

 
April 10  

No School 
 

April 27-30 
Book Swap 

 
May 1 

Boys Night Out w/ Mom 
6:30-8:30 

We are back and Spring is here.  Whoo Hoo!! 

 I hope everyone had a fun and relaxed break and are ready for some exciting and very busy 
months ahead.  We have many things happening in the next two months; keep an eye out for 
information on our every popular Book Swap, Mother/Son sports outing, Bowling night and 
something new to McCarty that we are very thrilled to be bringing to you called:  “How to have a 
stress  free summer. . . Ask the Experts??” 

This month you will be receiving registration packets for next year.  I strongly urge you to turn 
them in as soon as possible – even before the year is done!  The beginning of the school year 
runs so much smoother if the staff has a good idea of who is going to be there. 

While you’re filling out the forms don’t forget to sign up for the McCarty PTA.  If you even 
attended 2 events this year, the membership paid for itself.  While volunteering is not required 
for membership, a strong volunteer base is needed to be a successful PTA.  Did your family 
enjoy one of the many events/activities offered by the PTA this year?  Then help us all out by 
volunteering to help out with it next year.  Every year, we need new leaders to step forward to 
replace those who are moving on to other endeavors.  Without this new infusion of volunteers, 
our PT A events will stagnate – or worse – have to be cancelled. 
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Spring is in the air, flowers are blooming, butterflies are flying, and our children are growing 
academically, emotionally, socially, and physically because you, your child, and our staff are 
working together doing whatever it takes to make sure learning is happening day in and day out.  
Thank you for your never-ending commitment to putting KIDS FIRST. 

When I walk through the hallways of the school, visit classrooms, clubs, or speak individually 
with students, I am, once again, amazed at the ability of a dedicated group of kids and how they 
can make such a positive change in our world.  Since I have the privilege to be around these kids 
every day and hear about the variety of activities they participate in, it never ceases to impress 
me.  Our children truly demonstrate and internalize the CHARACTER COUNTS! pillars in their 
actions and their words. 

It is human nature to flourish in settings where people are treated with respect and valued.  Man-
ners are at the core of creating a safe and orderly learning environment for everyone who enters 
our building.  The staff at McCarty Elementary School greatly appreciates all of your effort at 
home to nurture positive behaviors in our young people and the strategies necessary to problem-
solve through difficult situations. 
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From the PTA President, Tracy Garcia 

McCarty Elementary School 
3000 Village Green Dr.; Aurora, IL 60504        http://mccarty.ipsd.org  

Phone: 
(630) 375-3400 

Fax: 
(630) 375-3401 

Attendance 
(630) 375-3415 

From the PTA President, Tracy Garcia 

From the Principal, Ms. Earlenbaugh: 
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I can’t think of a time in the school year that could be referred to 
as slow time or down time, but March, April and May are hyper 
time in comparison to most of the other months!  We are entering 
a period of multiple activities and added excitement as we enter 
the fourth quarter of the school year.  I couldn’t help but enjoy 
listening to the crack of the baseball bats when the ball hit during 
a practice game being held in the park over the weekend.  The 
kids’ talking to each other after the coach provided directions in 
such a supportive manner was very refreshing to hear.  It made 
me think how wonderful it is that our CHARACTER COUNTS! 
program reaches from the school to home and throughout the 
community. 

For coaches and others working with youth sports programs I 
would like to share these six-pillar tips for promoting character 
and good sportsmanship in our young athletes. 

TRUSTWORTHINESS 

· Always pursue victory with honor  
· Demonstrate and demand scrupulous integrity. 
· Observe and enforce the spirit and letter of rules. 
· Don’t compromise education and character-development 

goals. 
· Don’t engage in or tolerate dishonesty, cheating or dishonor-

able conduct. 

RESPECT 

· Treat the traditions of the sport and other participants with 
respect. 

· Don’t engage in or tolerate disrespectful conduct including 
verbal abuse of opponents and officials, profane or belliger-
ent “trash talking,” taunting or unseemly celebrations. 

· Win with grace and lose with dignity. 

RESPONSIBILITY 

· Be a positive role model on and off the field and require the 
same of your athletes. 

· Further the mental, social and moral development of athletes 
and teach life skills that enhance personal success and social 
responsibility. 

· Maintain competence including basic knowledge of: 1) char-
acter building; 2) first aid and safety; and 3) coaching princi-
ples, rules and strategies. 

FAIRNESS 

· Adhere to high standards of fair play. 
· Treat players fairly according to their abilities. 
· Never take unfair advantage. 
· Be open-minded. 

CARING 

Assure that the academic, emotional, physical and moral well-
being of athletes is always placed above desires and pressures to 
win. 

CITIZENSHIP 

· Avoid gamesmanship and promote sportsmanship by honor-
ing the rules and goals of the sport. 

· Establish codes of conduct for coaches, athletes, parents and 
spectators. 

· Safeguard the health of athletes and the integrity of the sport 
by promoting a healthy life style. 

· Demand compliance with all laws and regulations. 

The coldness of winter has passed and the glory of spring and 
summer lie before us all.  How we will make use of them is, in 
large part, up to us, just as how we handle our lives here in school 
is up to us. 

Principal’s Letter (cont.) 

President’s Letter (cont.) 
Please look inside this months memo and on the PTA registration sheet to view the many places we are looking for new people – 
there is definitely something to appeal to everyone. 

Coming in May the PTA will be sending out a survey.  We really want to hear from all of you.  Please take a few minutes and fill it 
out.  This is valuable information for the new executive board to use as they begin to plan next year. 

Speaking of the new board, our nominating committee has come up with a great slate of candidates for next year.  They are: 

Tracy Garcia – President 
Traci Slater – 1st Vice President 
Amy Keppler – 2nd Vice President 
Ken Keating – 3rd Vice President 
Jennifer Weiner – Secretary 
Claudia Schmidt – Treasurer 

We will be voting on these positions at our last PTA meeting of the year on Tuesday, May 5, at 7 pm. 

Hope to see you there. 

Have a great month! 
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Boys Night out with Mom! 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

—————— 

Friday, May 1st 6:30-8:30pm 

Sport Zone Park, Aurora 

 

Boys, ready for some fun?  

Take your Mom out for an exciting night of unlimited go-karts, unlimited mini-golf, pizza and 
soda.  � 10.00 per person for a night of fun you won’t want to miss. You can even hop in a go-

kart and get a  professional picture taken with Mom!   

 

Flyers will be coming home in backpack mail mid-April  

with details, the reservation form, and photo order form��

Questions? Contact Amy Yusman - akyusman@sbcglobal.net  or  Traci Slater - tntslater@sbcglobal.net 

The PTA is looking for fun and ener-
getic people with new great ideas to 
help out for  upcoming events and for 
next year.  Even if you can’t get to the 
school and can only help with things 
from home, we understand, and we 
have a position for you.  If you don’t 
want to help with everything but 

wouldn’t mind assisting with something small, we’ve got it!  We 
don’t know who you are if you don’t speak up!  Don’t be afraid 
we won’t dump it all in your lap. 

If you’re interested, just give us a call and let us know what your 
interests are (Social events, Services, Educational Enrichment, 
etc.) and how much time you have to give.  We’ll find the perfect 
place for you.  We can’t do everything we do for the kids as a 
PTA without the generous help and creative ideas of people like 
you. 

Give us a call! 

· Amy Yusman  (630) 585-7985 or akyusman@sbcglobal.net 
· Traci Slater ( 630) 375-6866 or tntslater@sbcglobal.net 
· Tracy Garcia (630) 375-9738 or craze4@comcast.net 
· Or any other member of the PTA Board 

We are in need of  volunteers for  these upcoming events:  Book 
Swap, Dare Graduation, Mother/Son Sports outing and our new 
event How to have a Stress Free Summer. . . Ask the Experts?? 

Please contact any of the above people if you are interested in 
volunteering for any of the listed upcoming events. 
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Each year we have a very special week dedicated to the entire staff of our school.  During staff appreciation week at 
McCarty, students will have special opportunities to show their appreciation.  Below are some suggestions to show 
our staff how much we appreciate everything they do for our children all year long.  Do what you can and what you 
want to do.  Also, if you forget something one day, it’s fine to make up on another day during the week. 

· Monday, May 4 – “Bring a Flower Day” – Bring a flower or two to your teacher.  Also the PTA is providing Continental 
Breakfast for the entire McCarty staff in the Staff Lounge. 

· Tuesday, May 5 – “Bring Your Favorite Candy Bar Day” – Bring your favorite candy bar or gum to your teacher. 

· Wednesday, May 6 – “Bring Stickers Day” – Bring stickers to your teacher so that they can reward your hard work.  Also the 
PTA is providing Lunch for the entire McCarty staff in the Staff Lounge. 

· Thursday, May 7 – “Bring Your Smile Day”  Bring a picture or drawing of yourself to your teacher. 

 If you have any questions or concerns please don’t hesitate to e-mail Tami Smith at TWSNTSS@sbcglobal.net 

 Thank you for making sure that all staff members know how special they make McCarty!��
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LMC Update 
Wow, I can’t believe that it is already 
April.  This has been an exciting year so far 
in the LMC and it is not over yet. 

I want to remind all the students who are 
participating in our third reading incen-
tive that reading sheets are due the week of 
April 13.  Please remember that those stu-
dents who make a homerun (read 400 min-
utes) will be receiving a voucher good for 

one ticket at a Kane County Cougars baseball game.  Once you 
receive the voucher, you will need to contact the Cougars box 
office to get the actual ticket.  The game dates are either May 2 
at 5 PM or May 13h at 6:00 PM.  I hope that we have good 
weather! 

If your student participated in the second reading incentive to 
earn a FREE ticket to Six Flags Great America, the tickets will 
be passed out at the end of May.   

And the winners are…  Students in grades K-3 read the Mon-
arch nominees for this year and voted in February.  The winner 
of the Monarch program, both at McCarty and throughout the 
state, was Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude by Kevin 
O’Malley, Carol Heyer and Scott Goto.  Students in grades 4-5 
read the Rebecca Caudill nominees for this year and also voted 

in February.  The winner of the Rebecca Caudill program, again 
both at McCarty and throughout the state, was Lightning Thief 
by Rick Riordan.  I guess McCarty students know how to pick a 
winner! 

Our second book fair was a huge success.  Because of your 
generosity we are able to get a lot of new books for the library.  
Thank you so much to all of the McCarty families for being so 
generous.  Also, thank you to all of the volunteers who helped to 
make this book fair a success.  It is a lot of work and we are al-
ways grateful for your assistance!   

As we head to the finish of the school year, please remind your 
students to return their library books on time.  Students are al-
lowed to keep their library books for one week.  Most Fridays 
we send home overdue notices.  Once a student has even one 
library book overdue, they lose their library privileges until their 
overdue book is returned.  If you ever have any questions about 
your student’s library books, please contact us directly at the 
LMC at 630-375-3407 or via email at mi-
chelle_johnson@ipsd.org. 

Keep reading! 

Michelle Johnson 
LMC Director 

At the beginning of the year, the first graders started a song and poetry binder. One of the first entries was the following song:  

We are in first grade;  
It’s the very best grade 

It’s the coolest in school we all say 
Here the kids are smart; 

We do our part, we read and do math every day. 
Let us give a cheer for the learning this year,  

It’s the best year in every way 
Should kindergarten be forgot, the first grade is here to stay 

GO FIRST GRADE! 
 

This truly fits our classes. The children have been busy all year building schema (adding to their brain filing cabinets) in so many 
areas. In science they began to study the major systems of the human body and took a trip to each of the planets to find out more 
about our solar system. The remainder of the year will find them visiting the center of the earth, examining rocks, and learning 
about bugs.  

Social studies found the children leaning about the history of the United States through Native Americans and early settlers and the 
winter celebrations of the many peoples that make America such a diverse country. Presidents, Black History, and learning about 
where they are on a map will round out the year. 

Traveling in the jungles of math, the students began developing their skills with number sense, time, measurement, and money. 
They will continue on the journey by learning addition facts, geometry shapes and further refining their skillful use of all of the 
math skills that they have been introduced to.  

Perhaps the most exciting journey the students embarked upon this year is the adventures of literacy. Students have learned to rec-
ognize the names and sounds of letters, word wall words and high frequency words, blends, diagraphs and all sorts of short vowel 
sounds. Perhaps though the most amazing part of all of this is they have become adept at putting these skills together to discover 
that they are READERS! Their faces light up as they realize they are able to read new materials, use their skills to build words and 
put all of the schema they have been building to use as they independently read-not just look at the pictures of a book. As their 
writing developed through the writing of sentences, poems, letters, and reading responses they were empowered to put on paper 
their own thoughts and ideas.   

This is truly the very best year! 

News from the 1st Grade 
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Thanks to Julie Hoffman and Julie 
Manecke for selling spirit wear at 
Kindergarten Round up March 12.  
It was wonderful to see so many 
excited parents attend the informa-
tional night.  What a bonus for 
them to be able to purchase spirit 
wear for their Mustangs.   

 Thank you to everyone for the 
peanut butter donations for our 
Troops!  The collection during the 
week of March 9-13th brought in a 
total of 118 jars of peanut butter and 
has been donated to Operation Support 
Our Troops of Illinois to be sent over-
seas in care packages to our service 
men and women.  Kindergarten was 
the winner of the grade level prize!  If 
you would like further information 
regarding the OSOT organization, 
please visit www.osotil.org  Thank 
you for supporting our Troops!   

The McCarty PTA 
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the art work of Mr. Smith, the art teacher at McCarty Elementary. 
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MARCH SALE : 

When: Saturday, May 2 
Where: McCarty Gym 
Time: 10:00 – 10:30 
Online order due: Wednesday, April 
28, noon 

A big thanks to everyone who supported 
our March Market Day sale!   

April is a great month to place a Market 
Day order.  Purchase 3 boxes of cookie 
dough to automatically receive $5.00 
off your order AND receive a $5.00 
coupon on your receipt good towards 
your next purchase of Nesquik Low Fat 
Milk.  Your order also helps qualify you 
for Market Day's Spring Freequent 
Buyer program to earn a FREE insu-
lated bag!   

Order online at marketday.com until 
NOON on 4/28.  Pickup date is 5/2 
from 10:00-10:30am.  

�
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New Media, New Literacies 

Children today certainly need to know how to read books and 
write with pen and paper.  But they also must learn how to 
navigate and master new technologies.  Many jobs now re-
quire workers to send and receive e-mail and use word-
processing or information-gathering software. 

As a parent or caregiver, you can help your child prepare for 
the literacy demands of tomorrow by seeking opportunities for 
him or her to become a proficient user of the Internet and re-
lated technologies. 

The Internet and critical thinking 

Surfing the Internet is fun for kids.  It also strengthens impor-
tant literacy skills.  Children reading online rely on critical 
thinking and research strategies to find the information they 
need.  For example, a simple Web search requires students to 
assess a list of suggested sites and then analyze Web content 
for relevance to the question at hand. 

“The Internet is here to stay, so starting to develop these skills 
early gives children a good grounding in the skills that they’ll 
need their whole lives,” says Dr. Laurie Henry of the Univer-
sity of Kentucky. 

Benefits of Internet reading 

Unlike a paper book, the Internet offers dynamic texts with 
videos, audio, and links to different sites.  There are many 
benefits to online reading: 

• Interactive sites can match your child’s learning style: vis-
ual, hands-on, auditory. 

• Websites offer context clues and organizing structures such 
as subheads, diagrams, and clickable definitions of unfamiliar 
terms, which help emerging readers develop stronger compre-
hension skills. 

• Exploring websites makes children predict what they will 
read next. According to Dr. Julie Coiro of the University of 
Rhode Island, the very nature of hypertext, with information 
hidden underneath, compels kids to make many more forward 
inferences while reading than they ever make in paper books. 

Excerpt taken from the International Reading Association 
 publication Reading, Writing, and Technology. 

Zoe Authement 
DeShawn Ayanechi 
Makhiah Ayanechi 

Emilie Barnes 
Max Benard 

Matthew Bednarz 
Abhishek Bhattacharjee 

Paul Bonamo 
Jackson Bukala 
Maggy Campos 

Angie Chen 
Michael Chen 

Leah Coll 
Alexis Cortes 
Hailey Coss 
Shanel Curry 

Olivia DeVries 
Colin Devitt 
Arion Dey 

Daniel Dwyer 
Jillian Elkins 
Robert Elkins 

Bryanna Escamilla 
Angela Gallinati 
Darcy Gannelli 
Lily Gannelli 
Helena Gao 

Jessica Garcia 
Valerie Gordon 

Kayla Greinfenkamp 
Sydney Greinfenkamp 

Inshal Haque 
Iyana Harmon 

Erick Hernandez 
Immanuel Hightower 

Abby Hunt 
Elan Jones 

Taveala Jordan 
Ruhi Joshi 

Grace Kiely 
Bailey King 

Natalie Knepper 
Alexis Lauren 

Eric Lee 
Jessica Li 

Bryce Logan 
Karlie McGladdery 

Lauren Madamba 
Jorge Mendieta 
Alexis Mendoza 
Jordan Nelson 
Juston Nelson 

Imani Patterson 
Nick Penev 

Alex Peterson 
Chandler Pingel 

Devin Pyla 
Alek Radicevich 

Tatianna Robinson 
Lilly Rogers 

Juliana Rodriguez 
Dylan Roth 

Nathan Ruhde 
Dameon Russell 
Trupti Sadigale 

Sabrina San Miguel 
Pranya Sachdeva 
Trupti Sadigale 
Raed Sankari 

Kenji Balderas-Sato 
Rachel Scaliatine 
Rose Scaliatine 
Laura Schmidt 
Alexis Silva 
Eva Sippel 

Matthew Slater 
Darjenae Smith 
Sammie Smith 
Alicia Stenger 
Emily Stilwell 
Quincy Stotlar 
Sal Soldana 
Glen Song 

Daniel Tornero 
Jacob Truckenbrod 

Drew Varys 
Ryan Vincent 

Ethan Waldschmidt 
Evan Wallbruch 

Alexis White 
Blake Williams 
Cole Witchie 

Ujiith Yogeswaran 
Alexander Yusman 

Positive Referrals 3rd Quarter 

Mustang Memo Submissions 

The Mustang Memo is a service to the McCarty community that is provided by the McCarty PTA.  The purpose of the Mustang 
Memo is to deliver all McCarty news to our families. 

If you have anything that you would like to have included in an issue, please send it to Carol Vesely via backpack mail or at cave-
sely@sbcglobal.net. 

The deadline for each month’s publication is the 18th of the month prior.  May’s deadline is April 18.  The issue should be distrib-
uted around May 1. 

Please direct any questions, comments or suggestions to Carol Vesely at 640-851-0401 or at the above email address. 
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Cirrus up high. 

Low clouds too. 

Outside in the sky. 

Up in the sky. 

Dark clouds too. 

Stratus down low. 
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Rain on my head. 

Another storm. 

I better run. 

Nice inside. 
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Clouds are big. 

Look at the clouds, they make water. 

Outside there are clouds. 

Up in the sky clouds are high. 

Down on the ground is fog. 

Some clouds are gray. 
Cloud poem by Kyle Chiu 2M 

Rain is water. 

Across the sky.  

Is good for the grass. 

Nice drink for a flower. 
����
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Second Grade Writings 

A Blue Whale 

By Talal Ghafoor 

 

 

 

The name of my underwater mammal is a Blue Whale . They 
live in the Atlantic Ocean, the Arctic Ocean, and the North Pa-
cific Ocean. They are 100 feet long. They weigh 160 tons. A 
full grown Blue Whale has over 300 plates on each side of its 
mouth. Blue Whales have a dark slate-blue back with light col-
ored flecks. The underside is pale. Blue Whales have baleen 
NOT teeth. Blue Whales eat small shrimplike creatures called 
krill. An interesting fact is that a full grown Blue Whale weighs 
320,000 pounds! Another interesting fact is that they are 100 
feet long! 
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Learning to cut is a higher-level fine motor skill because it re-
quires so may lower level fine motor skills to be used in combi-
nation.  To learn proficiency in scissor skills demands eye-hand 
coordination, motor planning, bilateral coordination, hand and 
finger dexterity, and tool use.  The child also needs to be able to 
attend to a task.   

Initial scissor introduction ideas would include letting the child 
play with the scissors, have them practice opening and closing 
the scissors.  Have them cut fun items such as play dough, 
straws, gak, flubber and etc.  This is a great introduction since it 
requires little to no assistance for the helper hand when cutting, 
thereby causing children to feel more successful and more will-
ing to engage in this task. 

Cutting Materials 

It is highly recommended that cutting materials be graded ac-
cording to weight starting with heavier paper and / or items.  
Heavier paper has greater stability, thus allowing the child to 
concentrate on control of the scissors rather than the child being 
concerned with floppy, unstable paper.  A good paper progres-
sion may look like this: 

· Straws (Can also be strung after cutting to make a 
necklace or bracelet) 

· Old playing cards or mailla paper 
· Index cards or magazine inserts 
· Construction paper 

· paper bags 
· And eventually regular paper 
· Later lightweight materials such as wax paper or alumi-

num foil can be used when the child can adequately 
stabilize the paper and cut at the same time. 

· Non paper items such as string and fabric are the most 
difficult to cut and should be reserved until the child 
has mastered cutting regular paper materials. 

Step By Step Developmental Skill Progression of Cutting 

· Snipping: short, individual snips 
· Cutting across a small strip of paper (e.g., one inch), 

then wider strips 
· Cutting across piece of paper in half 
· Cutting along a straight line 
· Changing directions; for example cutting an angle, or 

corner, as when cutting out shapes 
· Cutting a curved (wavy) line 
· Cutting a complete circle 
· Cutting combination of corners, lines, curves, and cir-

cles with increasing complexity.   

Resources: 

Development of Hand Skills in the Child:  AOTA; Hand Func-
tion and Handwriting :  Mary Benbow; Fine Motor Skills in 
Children with Down Syndrome:  Maryanne Bruni 

Teaching Scissor Skills 
From:  Marcia Roberts, OTR/L  

Ways to Encourage Letter/Number Handwriting  
Compiled by Marcia Roberts, OTR/L �

Here are a few ideas to encourage your child with the development of good penmanship skills.  Good, legible penmanship is a 
byproduct of practice and repetition. 

Provide much modeling on the formation of letters and numbers and encourage/demonstrate a top to bottom approach.  
To practice formation of letters: ) 
· Model formation of letters/numbers slowly several times using verbal cues  
· Finger draw letter/number in different materials (cornmeal on tray, salt on black construction paper, finger-paint, sand, etc.) 

Watch for correct formation. 
· Make a dot or use a small sticker for a starting point and have child practice letter formation him/herself. Letters/numbers 

do not always have to be done at the table using pencil/paper.  
· You can use chalk on driveway or sidewalk  
· Use small sponges and water on chalkboard or driveway  
· Use different colored markers on paper hung on or taped to a wall or on the floor  
· Magna-doodles  

The idea is to model a lot; do only 3-4 letters a week,  
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Thanks PARTNERS!! 

 

WE would like to thank the following 
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CC! Word of 
Week—
Citizenship 

See Mr. Smith’s 
Art on display at 
North Central 
College (until 
5/3) 

��
No School 

	� 
� ���
No School 

���

��� ���
CC! Word of 

Week—
Patriotism 

3rd Reading  
Incentive Due 

��� ��� ��� ��� �	�
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CC! Word of 
Week—
Leadership 

��� ��� ��� ��� ���
Operation 
 Safe Kid 

9am—3pm 
Safety Town 

��� ���
CC! Word of 
Week—Loyalty 

�	� �
� ��� ����
Boys Night Out 

with Mom 
6:30-8:30 

 

����
Market Day 

10-10:30 
McCarty Gym 
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Spring Break 

Bring in books for Book Swap 

Choose books at Book Swap 


