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Welcome to McCarty from the Principal, Ms. Earlenbaugh 

Mark Your  
Calendar! 

● Mustang Round-
Up 8/28—5-7pm 

● PTA Meeting          
9/1—7pm  

● Curriculum Night          
9/10—6:30-8 pm 

● Mustang Stampede 
9/25 During School 

Howdy and welcome Mustangs!  I hope everyone had a great summer and is ready for a brand–
new school year.  This year is my 2nd year as president and my 10th year as a member of the 
McCarty PTA.  I have three daughters – Alyssa who will be a Sophomore at Waubonsie, Rachele 
will begin 4th grade and Jessica will begin 2nd grade and a son – Cody who will be beginning pre
-school at the community center.  Having been involved in PTA’s for so many years I am 
confident in saying McCarty is a great place for your children to learn with an exceptional staff 
and involved parents. 
 
The Last couple of years, we took your advice and did away with selling wrapping paper and 
came up with a healthy way to get our kids more involved; we created the McCarty Walk-a-thon 
also known as “The Mustang Stampede” and it was incredible.  It was so much fun and thanks to 
all of the volunteers it was a huge success. It was so successful we are doing it again this year.  
Please keep an eye out for more information in this memo.  We hope that this is our only big 
fundraiser of the year – so we’ll need your support & cooperation.  Remember, 100% of the 
money collected will go to fund the PTA’s wide array of programs & activities.  

(Continued on page 2) 

McCarty Elementary School Mission Statement 
The McCarty Elementary School’s professional learning community believes that every child 
can learn at high levels and is entitled to and must be provided with a high quality education. 
 
To each of you WELCOME to the 2009-10 school year.  We’re looking forward to a year filled 
with great achievements and many reasons to celebrate.  Our theme this year is Leaders in 
Learning.  We will continue to promote the individual’s responsibility for learning, and will 
celebrate those who demonstrate their best effort to create quality work.  This dedication to 
learning will assist each of us in achieving our individual and school goals. 
 
I am honored and thrilled to be a part of the McCarty Elementary School family as the instruc-
tional leader for the fifth year.  It has been a fast and furious summer here at McCarty.  We had 
160 enthusiastic students enjoy our summer learning program for six weeks.  Our school has had 
a complete technology refresh during the summer.  There are new computers, Smartboards, and 
Elmos for the staff and students to utilize.  Mounted projectors will be in all classrooms shortly.  
Fiber optics has been installed for the building so our computers should be working much faster 
and soon our phone system will be converted as well.  As the district continues to go green, par-
ents are able to access on-line information on bus routes and food service provider’s information.  
You will be able to get up-to-date information regarding your accounts and routes after a few 
keystrokes.  Each Wednesday morning of the school year provides our staff with before school  

(Continued on page 2) 

From the PTA President, Tracy Garcia 

McCarty Elementary School 
3000 Village Green Dr.; Aurora, IL 60504        http://mccarty.ipsd.org  

Phone: 
(630) 375-3400 

Fax: 
(630) 375-3401 

Attendance 
(630) 375-3415 
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From the PTA President, Tracy Garcia, cont. 

professional development opportunities in our building.  We will 
utilize this time to develop our instructional practices and analyze 
student data to ensure we are providing high quality instruction 
that meets the needs of all our students.  Please read the informa-
tional letter that is included in this Mustang Memo for more spe-
cifics regarding the professional development mornings and 
homework guidelines.   With any new change in a system there is 
always a learning curve and many questions.  Please feel free at 
any time to contact us with your comments and questions.   We 
strive to respond to your inquiry within one working day.  We 
believe open honest, and respectful communication builds unity 
and a sense of belonging.  I can say without reservation that 
we’re a very effective and collaborative team who is committed 
to providing the best educational opportunities for our students.  
By working together we do make a difference in the lives of the 
ones who shape our future.   
 
Our New Student/Parent Orientation Night, Meet-n-Greet and 
annual Mustang Round Up were successful due to the participa-
tion of so many Mustangs and their families.  I want to shout out 
a big thank you to our PTA who is always kid focused, creative 
and well organized.  I urge you to join our PTA if you haven’t 
done so already.  Without their partnership and support many 
educational opportunities for our students would not be possible.  
 
For you new Mustangs, I’d like to take this time to briefly intro-
duce myself.  I was born and raised in Freeport, Illinois, the home 
of the Pretzels.  Iowa State University is where I earned by 
bachelor’s degree in elementary education.  I received a master’s 
degree from Rockford College in special education, and earned a 
second in educational leadership from Northern Illinois Univer-
sity.  I have had the privilege to be an instructional leader for all 
ages of children and adults for over 24 years; however, my heart 
holds a very special place for elementary school.  I’m married to 
a wonderful husband, Don, and have a delightful son, Travis, 
who is married and has three step-daughters. At home we have 
two basset hounds, Matilda and Jasper who have trained us well.  
I love to read, play golf, garden, kick box, watch football games, 
and laugh.  I’m an avid Cub, Viking and Suns fan.       

 
I will continue to keep the lines of communication open between 
school and home by writing my weekly Chuck Wagon Chatter.  
It will be sent to you electronically via our list-serve.  If you re-
quested a hard copy, one will be sent home with your child on 
Monday.  Each teacher sends a weekly informational memo 
home for his/her class as well as a monthly grade level newslet-
ter.  This will keep you current on the learning that is occurring 
for your child.  We are committed to working with you as part-
ners in the education of your child.   
 
Our highly qualified professional staff at McCarty Elementary 
School is motivated and inspired for this school year.  When the 
students arrived on August 20th, the staff took on an awesome 
responsibility of educating your child and look forward in mak-
ing a positive difference in their lives.  Their array of talents, 
have far-reaching effects toward establishing a rich and stimulat-
ing learning environment for all of our children.  We are fortu-
nate to have such a dedicated staff.   
 
I am delighted to take this opportunity to introduce you to the 
following new staff members to our learning community or to a 
new position: 
 

Catherine English, kindergarten   
Serena Huang, 1st grade 
Laura Ostrand, kindergarten 
Becky Nickel, ESL 
Liz Shabel, 3rd grade 
Rashad Singletary, P.E. 
Loretta Valetin, Orchestra 
Robert Woolwine, P.E. 
Katie Holm-Opdyke, long-term substitute special 

education 
Heather Ricca, long-term substitute 3rd grade 

 
Please mark your calendar for Curriculum Night.  It is sched-
uled for Thursday, September 10th, from 6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  
This is a great time for you to become familiar with your child’s 
curriculum, classroom expectations, and staff.  I hope to see you 
there!   

 

Welcome to McCarty from the Principal, Ms. Earlenbaugh, cont. 

We have a great year planned for our Mustang families!  Take a 
minute and clip the calendar of events that can be found in this 
issue.  The events are a lot of fun and a great way to get to know 
other Mustang families. 
 
If you haven’t already, please consider joining the PTA and 
become part of the largest child advocacy organization in the 
nation.  Without your support and involvement we are unable to 
accomplish all that is important for our children’s education.  I 
know you’re busy - we’re all busy – but the benefits gained by 
just a few hours of volunteering are crucial.  By volunteering, 
you demonstrate to your child that their lives at McCarty are 
important to you as well.  The PTA offers so many opportunities 
that there is something of interest for everyone. 

 
Our first PTA general meeting is on Tuesday, September 1st at 7 
p.m. in the multipurpose room.  Please consider attending and 
meeting your new PTA Board and finding out what we have 
planned for the year.  We will also be voting on our 2009-2010 
budget; your input is always welcomed & appreciated.  
Babysitting will be available at no charge. 
 
Here’s to a start of another fantastic year at McCarty!  I look 
forward to working with all of you over this school year.  Please 
feel free to contact me if you would like more information 
regarding our PTA.   
 
Tracy Garcia 
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For the Best Fundraiser ever!! 

 

Our 3rd annual Walk-a-thon 

aka 

**THE  MUSTANG  STAMPEDE** 
 

Friday, September 25, 2009 

 

Please look out for more information thru backpack mail 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to a new school year – a new year for our children to grow and thrive! 
 
McCarty PTA is an organization made up of parents, teachers, and other community members that supports educational enrichment 
opportunities for our children and youth. We need the strength and encouragement of your membership to provide the programs our 
PTA supports financially and/or with volunteers – programs such as:  Awesome Art, Book Club, Character Counts initiatives, as-
semblies, chorus productions, field trips, D.A.R.E., Accelerated Reader, reading incentives, Publishing Center, Reflections, student 
assignment notebooks, room parties, social events, and so much more. 
 
McCarty PTA would like to thank all of the families who have joined the PTA as of August 15th, 2009.  We would not succeed 
without your generous support and we sincerely appreciate your dedication to the McCarty community.  If you haven’t joined the 
PTA, there’s still time; memberships are $15. Please contact Kimberly Stotlar at kimberly@stotlar.com for more information. 
 
Thank you to the following parents/families:  Neal Adamski, Vicki Adamski, Glorie Alvarez, Cecelia Angstadt, Geetalakshmi An-
nadhurai, Lisa Babcock, Mike Babcock, Jesse Bautista, Carlota Bautista, Amy Bednarz, Chuck Bednarz, Shelonda Benard, Rachel 
Benecke, Cindy Beren, Pete Beren, Grace Boerema, Liljana Boneva, Michelle Brokop, Todd Brokop, Jenny Bukovsky, Mike 
Bukovsky, Jennifer Buntin, Phil Buntin, Yun Yun Chang, Alex Chen, Cheng Chiu, Sherri Colon, Dave DeVries, Abha Dey, Abhijit 
Dey, Pam DiGrazia, T.J. DiGrazia, David Dwyer, Amanda Eicher, Linda Ellis, Michael Ellis, Sherry Fleming, Tom Fleming, Xiaol-
ing Gan, Tracy Garcia, Alex Garcia, Michelle Gilliland, Chad Gilliland, Larry Gonzalez, Leann Gonzalez, Elizabeth Greifenkamp, 
Lisa Gruman, Jim Gruman, Rakhi Gupta, Nicole Hall, Kara Hari, Dale Hari, Rachael Hayes, Trisha Hayner, Susan Heilmann, Phil 
Hoffman, Julie Hoffman, Mary Huff, Jim Hunt, Barb Hunt, Ivanka Ivanova, Sonali Iyengar, Alma John, Vijai John, Ken Keating, 
Kim Kendzora, Mike Kendzora, Amy Keppler, Mike Keppler, Kelly King, Steve Knapp, Enza Knapp, Margaret Knepper, Sudhir 
Kumar, Sunita Kumar, Doddikindi Lavanya, Michael Lis, Julie Lis, Jeanine Lohr, Mary Grace Madamba, Rich Madamba, Alejan-
dro Manchia, Julie Manecke, David Manecke, Karen Mathews, Patricia McCarthy, Steven McCarthy, Tracey McGladdery, Michael 
McGladdery, Daniel Minglin, Patricia Minglin, Maureen Mitchell, Josh Neuder, Valori Neuder, Kayte Ossler, Rick Ossler, Michelle 
Overstreet, Becky Peters, Nancy Peterson, Lisa Pflibsen, Cindy Pingle, Kristina Pyla, Asheeth Rao, Archana Rao, Jeremy Reinhard, 
Heather Reinhard, Holly Rodgers, Dave Rodgers, Wendy Ruhde, Jeff Ruhde, Monica San Migel, Nada Sankari, Carol Scaliatine, 
Hans Schmidt, Claudia Schmidt, Yogeswaran Seenivasagam, Joy Shutters-Helbing, Sheri Simps, Traci Slater, Tom Slater, Tami 
Smith, Sujatha Socrates, Pavithra Rani Solai, Jody Specht, Greg Specht, Purnima Srivastav, Eric Stotlar, Kimberly Stotlar, Jed 
Sweeney, MaryKate Sweeney, Johanna Tayaban, Angela Testa-Kerivan, Fabiola Vallejo, Brian Varys, Cheryl Varys, Ramakrishnan 
Venkataraman, Carol Vesely, Ed Vesely, Laurie Vincent, Gregory Vincent, DeeAnn Wagley, Stephanie Waite, Brad Waite, Aaron 
Weimer, Lynn Weimer, Jennifer Weiner, Aaron Weiner, John Williams, Susan Williams, Kelly Williamson, Nadine Wodarczyk, 
Rosalie Young, Xingchen Yuan, Amy Yusman, Kevin Yusman, James Zinn, Tamara Zinn 

A Note About PTA Membership 
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Clip & Save :   2009-2010 McCarty PTA Calendar 
  While we do our best to avoid it, all dates are subject to change 

August  

8/4 – PTA Executive Board Meeting – 7:00 pm 
8/5 – New Student orientation  – 6:30-8:00 pm 
8/17 - Meet & Greet – 2:00-3:00 pm 
8/20 - 1st Day of School 
8/22 – Market Day – 9:30-10:00 am 
8/28 - Mustang Round up – 5:00 - 7:00 pm 
 
September 

9/1 – Mustang Stampede Kick-Off  
9/1 – PTA General Meeting – 7:00 pm 
9/7 – No School 
9/10 – Curriculum Night – 6:30-8:00 pm 
9/18 – No School 
9/19 – McCarty/Owen  Re-Sale (at Owen) 
9/25 – Mustang Stampede 
9/26 – Market Day – 9:30-10:00 am 
9/30 – Fall Picture Day 
 
October 

10/6 – PTA Executive Board Meeting – 7:00 pm 
10/12 – No School 
10/14 –  No School in pm  
10/19 – 10/23 – National Character Counts Week 
10/24 – Halloween Happening – 5:00 to 7:00 pm at Still 
10/25 – Market Day – 9:30-10:00 am 
 
November 

11/3 – PTA General Meeting – 7:00 pm 
11/4 – Parent/Teacher Conferences/Snack Day/Troop 
     Candy Drive 
11/10 – No School 
11/11 – No School 
11/14 – Parent/Teacher Conferences (all day)/Troop 
       Candy Drive 
11/13– Fall Picture Retakes 
11/21 – Market Day – 9:30-10:00 am 
11/25-11/27 – No School 
 
December 

12/1 – PTA Executive Board Meeting – 7:00 pm 
12/19 – Market Day – 9:30-10:00 am 
12/21–1/1 – Winter Break 
 
 

January 

1/5 – PTA General Meeting – 7:00 pm 
1/15 – No School 
1/18 – No School 
1/22 – Mustang Family Hoe Down – 6:30-8:00 pm 
      Support Our Troops Drive 
1/30 – Market Day – 9:30-10:00 am 
 
February 

2/2 – No School 
2/6 – Girls’ Sweetheart Tea – 9:00 – 11:00 am 
2/9 – PTA Executive Board Meeting – 7:00 pm 
2/15 – No School 
2/18 – Open House 
2/26 – No School 
      McCarty/Owen Resale @ Owen  
2/27 – Market Day – 9:30-10:00 am 
 
March 
3/2 – PTA General Meeting – 7:00 pm 
3/16 – Skate Night  
3/24 – Spring Pictures 
3/27 – Market Day 9:30-10:00 am 
3/29 – 4/2 – No School, Spring Break 
 
April 

4/6 – PTA Executive Board Meeting – 7:00 pm 
4/9 – Family Pajama Bingo Night 
4/16 – No School 
4/22 – 5th Grade Orientation Evening 
4/26–4/30 – Support Our Troops Drive 
4/29-2/30 – Musical 
 
May 
5/1 – Market Day 9:30-10:00 am 
5/4  – PTA General Meeting (Election) 7:00 pm 
5/6 – 3rd Grade Poetry Night 
5/7 – Boys’ Night Out with Mom 
5/13 – Rain Date for Boys’ Night Out with Mom  
5/14 – No School 
5/20 – Kindergarten Musical 
5/24 – Field Day  
5/27– Kindergarten Letter Parade 
5/28– Last Day of School 
5/29 – Market Day 9:30-10:00 am 
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Memo Submissions 
 
The purpose of the Mustang Memo is 
to deliver all McCarty news to our 
families. 
 
If you have anything that you would 
like to have included in an issue, 
please send it to Julie Manecke via 
backpack mail or at 
Julie.manecke@sbcglobal.net. 
 
The deadline for each month’s publi-
cation is the 15th of the month prior. 
 
October’s deadline is September 15th.  
The issue should be distributed around 
October 1. 
 
Please direct any questions, comments 
or suggestions to Julie Manecke at 
630-692-0179 or at the above email 
address. 

Does your child love to write, paint, dance, sing, play an instrument, take pictures or use a video camera? If so, we’ve got a 
great opportunity for your child to participate in a wonderful program. 
 
McCarty will once again take part in the National PTA Reflections Program. This program is designed to enhance quality arts edu-
cation for all students in grades K – 12.  In its more than 30-year history, the Reflections Program has encouraged millions of stu-
dents across the nation and in American schools overseas to explore their artistic talents. The Program provides opportunities for 
children to express themselves creatively and recognizes their artistic endeavors.  Supporting the Reflections Program is one way 
you can promote the arts in your home, your school, and your community. 
 
The 2009-2010 National PTA Reflections theme is: “Beauty is…”. Children are to interpret the theme in any way they feel appro-
priate. This broad-based theme gives way to many different interpretations. Students should be encouraged to use their creative, 
critical-thinking, and problem-solving skills to generate their own original work. Only new works that are inspired by this theme are 
acceptable. All projects must clearly relate to and interpret this year’s theme or use the theme in the work’s title. 
 
Students may submit works in any (or all) of the six arts areas:  Literature, Musical Composition, Photography, Visual Arts, 
Dance Choreography, and Film Production.  The Illinois PTA does not limit the number of entries a student may submit. 
 
Select projects, in each category, will be chosen to move on to district, state or national review based on the interpretation of the 
theme, originality, creativity, and artistic merit; a wide variety of styles will be recognized. All students from McCarty who submit a 
project will receive special recognition at the end-of-year school assembly. 
 
The McCarty PTA would like to receive Reflections projects from all the students at school; last year, we had over 70 students par-
ticipate and we are hoping for even more this year! This is a voluntary program which gives students an opportunity to explore 
and learn about various art forms.  
 
Look for the official entry form and rules coming later this month.  
 
Please note -  Reflections projects and entry forms will need to be turned into the main office at McCarty by Wednesday, 
October 7, 2009.   
 
The McCarty PTA Reflections Committee is looking forward to viewing all of these wonderful projects. For questions and more 
information, please contact Kimberly Stotlar at kimberly@stotlar.com or 630-499-4086. 

Reflection Program: 

Cub Scout Pack 543 is ready for the new school year  
 
Our cub scouts had a great summer!  We held a fishing derby for the whole pack and a 
Webelo clinic for the older boys, who got to try their hands at the BB gun range run by 
Troop 849, in June.  We marched in the 4th of July parade, spent an overnight on a subma-
rine, and camped out at Springbrook Prairie forest preserve in Naperville in July.  This 
month, we held our annual “Raingutter Regatta” boat race and picnic.  Now that school is 
starting, our schedule is already set for pack meetings, family campouts, the pinewood 
derby, and much more! 
 
Cub Scouting means "doing." Everything in Cub Scouting is designed to have the boys 
doing things. Activities are used to achieve the aims of Scouting—citizenship training, 
character development, and personal fitness.  Apart from the fun and excitement of activi-
ties, Cub Scouting teaches good citizenship and contributes to a boy's sense of belonging 
to the community. 
Please join us in Cub Scouting! 
 
All boys entering the 1st through 5th grades (and their parents) 
are invited to check out the action. The next Pack meeting is 
September 25th. 
 
Yours in scouting, 
Mark Riebe, Cubmaster 
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RULES-IN-BRIEF 
2009-2010 National PTA Reflections Program 

“Beauty is…” 
Categories 
  Literature: Must be handwritten or typed by the student on any paper not to exceed 8 1/2 x 11 inches in size.   
  (Grade 1 and younger, and Special Education students may be assisted without altering child’s words.)   
  Work must be no more than 2,000 words. Could be:  poem, play, short story, essay, etc.   Literature projects may be in stu-

dent’s native language but must be translated into English without altering the student’s expression. Both the original litera-
ture work and the transcribed piece must accompany each other throughout all levels of selection. The transcriber’s name 
and title should appear with the student’s name on the back of the transcribed work. 

 
  Musical Composition: Score with or without words on 8 ½ x 11” paper (11 x 17” paper for band or orchestra.)    Notes 

on  staff paper, purchased, hand drawn or computer generated.   Music must be recorded on a CD & cannot exceed five (5) 
minutes in length.  Grades 5 and younger may have help with music notation or submit iconic (made up) notation.  Grades 6 
and up must have music notation without help.  Student does not have to play music for the recording but  

  Must state who did on entry form. 
 
  Photography: Photography up to 11 x 14 inches (including mat) or smaller.  Photography may be black and white or 

color.  The student must snap the photograph using any still camera.  A student may submit a photo, collage, retouched print, 
multiple exposure, etc. 

 
  Visual Arts: Artwork can be up to 20 x 24 inches in size, or smaller (Full size poster board is 22 x 28 – suggestion – 

cut 10” off the end and make the artwork 18 x 22).  Completed project must be flat.  Do not glue on anything that will not be 
completely flat on your paper.  Could be: drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, etc.  Artwork on stretched canvas will be 
disqualified. 

 
    Dance/ Choreography:    Entries must be recorded on DVD, not to exceed five (5) minutes. Choreography must  
  be the work of one student who may or may not be one of a maximum of 3 performers. If costumes are  
  used, the choreographer must create them as well. 
 
  Film/Video Production: Student must be the director, screenwriter and cameraperson. Can be fiction or nonfiction, with 

or without sound, animated or computer generated.  All aspects of the film must be done by the student. Entries must be re-
corded on DVD and are limited to five (5) minutes. 

  
General Rules 

All projects must be the original work of ONE student  Projects advancing to the next PTA level must have a signed state-
ment of originality granting permission to the National PTA and Illinois PTA to use their work.  Student and parent/
guardian signatures must be included on each “Official Entry Form” 
 

Each project MUST express the theme - “Beauty is...”. 
 

Work should be titled, or clearly express the theme. 
 

Students are required to submit an artist statement to describe what inspired their work & how it relates to the theme. 
 

Work should be neat.  Keep work from becoming wrinkled or torn.  A dictionary should be used.  Grade-appropriate  gram-
mar and spelling are required. 
 

Projects must include student’s name, grade and class on the back of the project.  
 

Three-dimensional art will NOT be accepted, only art on paper, poster board, material mounted on cardboard, or canvas on 
cardboard.  NO GLUED ON NOODLES, EYES, BEADS, etc.  Flat work only.  Artwork on stretched canvas will be dis-
qualified. 
 

  Students may enter more than once in each category. 
 

  All projects must be received on or before the end of school on Wednesday, October 7, 2009.  

Reflection Program 
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Dear Parents and Staff Members: 
 
McCarty is participating in a fundraising food pro-
gram called Market Day. Market Day, the original 
fundraising food co-op, has been in operation since 
1975 and has grown to include thousands of schools 
just like ours. 
 
Each month, as a participating Market Day school, restaurant-
quality food products, from the same vendors that supply many up-
scale restaurants, will be available for purchase. Market Day prod-
ucts are competitively priced and our school will earn profit on your 
purchases. All products are of exceptional quality and covered by 
Market Day’s Satisfaction Guarantee! 
 
The order sheet will be coming home once a month with your stu-
dent. We are confident that this fundraising program will not only 
benefit our school and the programs we support, but will also benefit 
you as the consumer.  
 
You can find out more about Market Day and even place your order 
online at marketday.com. Register your e-mail address to receive 
reminders to order and special offers for online customers. Our Mar-
ket Day account # is 4350. 
 
SEPTEMBER SALE: 
When: Saturday, September 26 
Where: McCarty gym 
Time: 9:30 – 10:00 
Paper order deadline: 9/21 to school 
Online order deadline: 9/23 noon 
 
2009/2014 SALE DATES: 
10/25, 11/21, 12/19, 1/30, 2/27, 3/27, 5/1, 5/29, 6/26 
 
CALLING VOLUNTEERS, QUESTIONS: 
Please call Julie Hoffman if you would like to help at the Saturday 
sales. No experience necessary. Come join the fun! Please direct 
Market Day questions to Julie at (630) 236-9981. 

Market Day 

President 
Tracy Garcia    630-375-9738 

craze4@comcast.net 
 

1st Vice President 
Traci Slater    630-375-6866 

tntslater@sbcglobal.net 
 

2nd Vice President 
Amy Keppler           630-585-2310 

Amy.Keppler@sbcglobal.net 
 

3rd Vice President 
Ken Keating    630-898-3656 

Ken2755@aol.com 
 

Secretary 
Jennifer Weiner    630-566-8612 

Jenweiner7@aol.com 
 

Treasurer 
Claudia Schmidt    630-499-7869 

clhschmidt@sbcglobal.net 
 

Communications Chairperson 
Julie Manecke    630-692-0179 

Julie.manecke@sbcglobal.net 
 

Educational Enrichment Chairperson 
Tina Marie Nelson Grove   630-236-1969 

tnelson_PTA@hotmail.com 
 

Membership Chairperson 
Kimberly Stotlar    630-499-4086 

Kimberly@stotlar.com 
 

Service Chairperson 
Tami Smith              630-898-3079 

twsntss@sbcglobal.net 
 

Social Chairpersons 
Traci Slater    630-375-6866 

tntslater@sbcglobal.net 
Amy Yusman    630-585-7985 

akyusman@sbcglobal.net 
 

Ways & Means Chairperson 
LeAnn Gonzalez   630-820-1577 

llgonzo@comcast.net 

Introducing your new 
2009-2010 

McCarty PTA Board 

Join the McCarty PTA 

See Page 8 

The McCarty School Art Room frequently recycles materials that 
you may have in abundance at home or at work.  Please let Mr. 
Smith, art teacher,  know if you have an item you would like to do-
nate but you are unsure of its usefulness.  We like to think creatively 
in the art room!  Most particularly we can use:  
Only these Magazines:  
 
● National Geographic  
● Sports Illustrated  
 
We can also use: Styrofoam meat trays if they are new and in quan-
tity  

Art Corner 
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McCarty PTA Membership Application Form 
Family Membership $15.00 

(Please make checks payable to McCarty PTA) 
 

Parent/Guardian’s Name(s)   __________________________________________________________ 

    Last    First 

Student(s) Names(s)  _____________________________________ Grade_____ 

    Last   First 

_____________________________________ Grade_____ 

    Last   First 

_____________________________________ Grade_____ 

    Last   First 

 

Address_________________________________ Subdivision _____________________________ 

 

Phone Number______________________ E-mail Address_________________________________ 

 

PTA Committee Volunteer Sign-up List  (optional) 

See full descriptions of each committee under Volunteer Opportunities 
______ I am willing to be a Committee Chair or Co-Chair for ________________________________________. 

 McCarty PTA 
McCarty Elementary School 
3000 Village Green Drive 
Aurora, IL 60504 

Please return this form to school with your check made payable to the McCarty PTA.  Thank you for your support! 

PTA use only 
Amount paid__________   Date received__________  

Date info entered into database__________  Date membership card issued _________ 

There will be no refunds, since once you become a member, we pay dues to the Illinois PTA and the National PTA. 

Communications 

�  Bulletin Board 
�  IPPC Representative 
�  Mustang Memo  
�  Publicity/Newspaper Liaison 
�  Web Page Liaison  
 
Educational Enrichment 

�  Awesome Art 
�  Chess Club  
�  DARE Graduation 
�  Field Day  
�  Health, Safety & Fitness  
�  Jump Rope For Heart  
�  Nat’l Character Counts Week 
�  Parents Resource Library  
�  Publishing Center 
�  Reflections  
�  Sr. Citizen Volunteers 

LMC 

�  Accelerated Reader 
�  Book Fair Helpers 
�  LMC Helpers 
�  Reading Incentive  
�  Young Authors Program  
 
Membership 

�  Membership  
�  Newcomers  
�  Student Directory  
�  Volunteer Coordinator 
 
Service 

�  1st Grade Lunchroom 
�  Apparel Sales 
�  Family to Family  
�  Helping Hands 
�  Hospitality 

�  Pop Tabs  
�  Room Party Coordinator 
�  School Pictures 
�  Staff Appreciation  
�  Sunshine 
 

Social 

�  Family Night Hoe Down 
�  Girls’ Sweetheart Tea 
�  Halloween Happening 
�  Mother/Son Night Out  
�  Mustang Round-up  
�  Skating Night  
 
Ways and Means 

�  Box Tops 
�  Business Partner Liaison 
�  Campbell Soup Labels  
�  Market Day  

�  Mustang Stampede/Walk-a-thon 
�  Tyson Labels 
 
 
�  At Home Volunteers 
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Welcome back!  I hope that everyone 
had a restful and enjoyable summer. 
Did you find time to read a good 
book? I would love to hear what books 
you and your students enjoyed over 
the summer.  Some of my favorite 
books from the summer included 11 
Birthdays by Wendy Mass, Revenge of 
the Shadow King by Derek Benz and 

Into the Volcano by Don Wood.   
 
This month in the LMC, students will be having orientation, re-
ceiving their library card and checking out books.  Kindergarten 
students are allowed to check out one book at a time.  All other 
students are allowed to check out two books at a time.  The books 
may be borrowed for one week and then need to either be re-
turned or renewed.  Overdue notices are sent home on Fridays.  
Please help your student be a responsible library user by remind-
ing them to return their books on time and finding a safe place at 

home to store the books until they are returned.  Be sure library 
books are kept away from pets and younger siblings.   
 
We have many different volunteer opportunities available in the 
LMC.  Some of the tasks our volunteers perform include shelving 
books, assisting students with book checkout, and processing new 
books.  We are flexible with our scheduling and would love to 
have your help in the LMC.  If you are interested in volunteering 
in our LMC this year, please contact us at 375-3407 or mi-
chelle_johnson@ipsd.org.   
 
As always if you have any questions about the LMC, please do 
not hesitate to call us at 375-3407 or email me at mi-
chelle_johnson@ipsd.org.  
 
Keep reading! 
Michelle Johnson 
LMC Director 

LMC Tidbits 

Just a reminder of a few of our ongoing fundraisers and charity:  

Box Tops for Education is a great way to collect a lot of money for our 
school. Last year we made $1,804. This year our goal is $2,165. We col-
lect these box tops on collection sheets and every other month, the class 
with the most wins a party. Go to www.btfe.com to see our schools pro-
gress, get coupons and recipes as well as other ways to support our school. 
The 1st collection will be October 27th. 

We are also collecting Tyson Project A+ labels. They are found on bags 
and boxes of frozen chicken and on packages of lunchmeats. Make sure 
you cut the entire label with the 1..2..3.. on them. One lucky class will do 
the chicken dance every other month. I will send emails through list serve 
when these products are on sale. The 1st collection will also be the end of 
October. 

We collect pop tabs for the Ronald McDonald House Charities near 
Loyola. This is a wonderful charity that uses this money to help run 
the house where families are able to stay while their child is in the 
hospital. If you need a small cardboard house to collect at home or 
work, let me know. These pop tabs are collected many times 

throughout the year. 

If you have any questions, please email sheri.simos@att.net 

Dear Mustang Families:   Welcome back to school!  The Campbell's La-
bels for Education program is a great way to get FREE merchandise for 
our school.  Last year, our label collection efforts provided supplies and 
equipment for our kids to use in art, music, and gym class.   Participating 
in this program is easy - simply save proofs of purchase from participating 
Campbell products and send them in to school.    Please visit labelsforedu-

cation.com for a complete list of eligible products and point values.   Help multiply our 
efforts by asking your friends and family to collect proofs of purchase on behalf of our 
school.   If you have any questions, or would like to help with our ongoing Labels for 
Education collection drive, please contact Wendy Ruhde at 630.585.8162 or jwru-
hde@sbcglobal.net.   Thanks so much for your support!  

Welcome Mustangs to a new school year! Get Your 
McCarty Wear! 

 
Come see the McCarty Spirit Wear at 
Mustang Roundup. Bring your check-
books and be one of the first to purchase 
the new McCarty Spirit wear before the 
sale even begins. We will have a limited 
number of items and sizes available for 
cash and carry at the Roundup. 
 
McCarty’s spirit wear school-wide sale 
will be underway the end of August. This 
will be the only opportunity you have to 
purchase your McCarty apparel for the 
2009-2010 school year. Order forms will 
arrive in your child’s school mail the end  
of August and will need to be returned to 
school by September 15 Ordered items 
will be delivered to your child’s class-
room by October 13, 2009. 
 
Our lineup this year includes two styles of 
tee shirts along with a long-sleeve camou-
flage shirt. All shirts come in youth and 
adults sizes. We also have a few items 
remaining from prior year’s sales on a 
cash and carry basis.  
 
If interested in these items or have any 
questions on Spirit Wear, call Julie 
Manecke at  630-692-0179 or 
Julie.manecke@sbcglobal.net 
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McCarty Student Directory 

New this year...PTA families will receive a complimentary copy of the McCarty Student Directory.  Non-PTA 
families may purchase a copy for $5. 
Along with staff contact information, class lists, family addresses and phone numbers, the directory will in-
clude an advertising section for McCarty families who are interested in promoting their businesses.  Ads are 
black and white, and available in Business Card  size only. Please note that the student directory is for per-

sonal use only. If you wish to contact McCarty families for business purposes, please consider buying ad space. 
Below you will find 3 forms:  

Option to opt OUT of the directory,  
Option to purchase advertising space, 
Option for non-PTA families to purchase a directory.  

PLEASE NOTE:  ALL INFORMATION OBTAINED FROM THE DISTRICT WILL BE PUBLISHED 
IN THE DIRECTORY UNLESS THE FORM BELOW IS RETURNED.  

OPT OUT FORM: 
Please DO NOT include the following information in the 2009 - 2010 McCarty Student Directory. 

 

Family Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Student Name(s) / Grade / Teacher: __________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________ 
     

 

_________ Do Not Include Phone Number 
 

_________ Do Not Include Address 
 

Parent Signature: __________________________________________________________________ 
  

 If you have any questions about opting out, please contact Wendy Ruhde at 630.585.8162 or jwruhde@sbcglobal.net  
OPT OUT Forms are due Tuesday, September 29, 2009. 

ADVERTISING FORM: 
YES, I would like to place an ad in the McCarty directory! 

 

Name: _________________________________Address:_______________________________________________ 
 

Phone: _______________________________________E-Mail address:_________________________________________ 
 

______ I would like a Business Card size ad ($10.00).  I am enclosing my business card. 
Please include check payable to McCarty PTA, a black and white business card, and this completed form. 
 

If you have any questions about advertising, please contact Tracey McGladdery at 630.898.8579 or tmcgladdery@sbcglobal.net 
Forms & Payment are due Tuesday, September 29, 2009 

ATTN: TRACEY McGLADDERY 
 

NON-PTA FAMILY DIRECTORY PURCHASE: 
_________YES, I would like to join the PTA and receive a complimentary directory, enclosed is my 
check for $15 
_________I would like directory copy only, enclosed is my check for $5 

 
Family Name:  __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Student Name(s) / Grade / Teacher: __________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________ 
 

    ___________________________________________________ 
 

     

Forms & Payment are due Tuesday, September 29, 2009 to ATTN: LYNN WEIMER 
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An Important Note Regarding the School Schedule on Wednesdays and Homework 

 
2009-2010  Professional Development Wednesdays 
 
District 204 is adjusting the starting time for students on Wednesday mornings for the 2009-10 school year.  We believe this change 
will benefit our students through providing school-wide professional development opportunities for our teachers.  Each Wednesday 
morning meeting will provide teachers with time to collaboratively review and better examine student performance, instructional 
methods, and curricular initiatives – each of which is proven to translate to higher student achievement. This dedicated time for con-
tinued professional development allows teachers to monitor student progress more frequently and collaborate to determine the best 
instructional methods for our students. The adjusted start time also allows the district to establish school-wide training each week 
that emphasizes a greater amount of continuity and focus on student learning. This school-wide focus will be linked directly to each 
school's improvement plan – which means that over time the results will be tangible and measurable. 
  
Each Wednesday morning, our teachers will arrive at school earlier to begin professional learning activities. The start of the school 
day will be adjusted by 10 minutes on Wednesday mornings to accommodate this program while the end of the school day will re-
main unchanged. Details for each level are as follows: 
  
Elementary School Staff:  8:00 a.m. 
Elementary School Students:  9:00 a.m. doors open/ 9:15 a.m. tardy bell       

Mon., Tues., Thurs., and Fri. 8:50 a.m. doors open/ 9:05 a.m. tardy bell       
Middle School Staff:  7:30 a.m.                                                                                                                                                        
Middle School Students:  8:20 a.m. 
High School Staff:  6:55 a.m. 
High School Students:  7:45 a.m. 
 
We are assisting elementary parents who might not have flexibility in their morning schedules.  Bus routes and day care routes will 
adjust their schedules so the students will be dropped off at school at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesdays.  Elementary school parents unable to 
make the 10 minute adjustment on Wednesdays will be permitted to drop off their students at 8:50 a.m., the same time as other 
school days, and supervision will be provided for those additional 10 minutes. Students who arrive at 8:50 a.m. will participate in a 
study hall and will need to either bring a book or homework to work on quietly during this time. If you feel that your child will need 
to be dropped off at school at 8:50 on Wednesdays due to a scheduling hardship, please contact kim_earlenbaugh@ipsd.org  with 
specific student details so that we can plan accordingly.   
 
Information Regarding Homework Statement for 2009-2010 
 
As you read through copies of the McCarty Student-Parent Handbook (will be posted online in early August) you will note that Dis-
trict 204 has adopted a new statement in accordance with our current policy as it relates to homework at the elementary level. What 
follows are the history, research, and practical application behind the new statement.  
 
During the course of the 2008-2009 school year, the District 204 elementary school principals conducted an in-depth study on the 
topic of homework in order to guarantee that the district was current with best practices.  Several interesting results were found.  
They included: 

● The focus on the purpose of homework should be student learning and not compliance.  Teachers know that certain learning 
skills require practice to perfect, and often homework is used for practice.  Research confirms that mastering a skill requires 
focused practice (Marzano et. al, 2001.) 

● Research does seem to verify that a small amount of homework may be good for learning, but too much homework may be 
bad for learning.  Up to a point, homework appears positive, but past the optimal amount, achievement either remains flat or 

(Continued on page 13) 
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declines.  Curiously, the research about the appropriate amount of homework for different grade levels is already consistent 
with an informal guideline that many teachers already practice – the “ten minute” rule (Cooper, 2007.)  

● All homework can be used to check for understanding if we convince students not to be threatened by grades.  Grades are 
not necessary for learning to take place.  Grades on homework often get in the way of learning, demotivate students, and 
create power struggles between students and teachers and between students and parents (Guskey, 2003). 

● The goal of assessment of learning should be to keep failure at a minimum and to maintain learner’s confidence – the oppo-
site occurs when homework is graded.  The most important question to ask about grading homework is “What is the effect 
on future learning?” (Stiggins, 2007.)  Priority must be given to tasks that do not cause students to give up. 

● All homework should receive feedback.  Moving from grading to feedback encourages student ownership of learning.  Al-
lowing students to take control of their learning makes learning personal (Guskey and Anderson, 2008.) 

As a result of these findings, the principals, with input from teachers, revised the District #204 homework statement in order to con-
firm that reasonable time-limited homework, which provides feedback to our students, is still important to the learning process.  
With this new statement, homework will continue to be a part of the learning process for students. It will be valued and a part of the 
expectation for learning. The practice that homework provides is a key to the learning process, and experience shows that most stu-
dents will not receive good grades if they do not practice. However, homework will not be graded and factored into the grades that a 
student receives on progress reports or report cards.  
 
Student grades will be determined from the skills and learning that are demonstrated at school. Our teachers have and will continue 
to assess student performance and learning individually. Appropriate feedback for homework will be provided to ensure that students 
value the practice and participate in the learning activities associated with the classroom. We will revisit this conversation in each 
classroom during our fall curriculum night, held at the beginning of the school year. Each teacher will be able to provide you with a 
realistic understanding of what homework, assessment and grading will look like in the classroom. 
 

Homework Tips for Parents 

Facilitating the learning of your child is the primary focus of the District #204 elementary staff.  As a result, we understand the im-
portance of an ongoing partnership with our parents and students as they attempt schoolwork at home.  The following guidelines and 
tips are offered to assist you and your child to be successful (Vatterot, 2009) (Pandu, 2005) : 
 
Parents are encouraged to …… 

● Ask your children what they are studying in school. 
● Ask your child to show you homework assignments. 
● Assist your child in organizing homework materials. 
● Help your child formulate a plan for completing homework. 
● Provide an appropriate space for your child to do homework. 

Parents may if they wish…… 

● Help your child interpret assignment directions. 
● Proof read your child’s work, pointing out errors. 
● Read aloud required reading to your child.  
● Give practice quizzes to your child to help prepare for tests. 
● Help your child brainstorm ideas for papers or projects. 
● Praise your child for completing homework. 

Parents should not…… 

● Attempt to teach your child concepts or skills the child is unfamiliar with. 
● Complete assignments for your child.  
● Allow your child to sacrifice sleep to complete homework. 

Contact the teacher if…… 

● Your child refuses to do the assignment 
● Instructions for the assignment are unclear 
● Your child can’t get organized to finish the assignment 
● You can’t provide the materials or supplies necessary to complete the assignment 
● Neither you nor your child understand the purpose of the assignment 

An Important Note, cont. 
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The following information supports District 204’s Homework Policy 725.03, current research, and the philosophy and practices of 
elementary school educators. 
 
Please keep in mind as homework is assigned and completed that homework benefits student learning when it connects to, not re-
places, direct instruction.  It should be used for remediation, meaningful practice, and to expand concepts taught in the classroom. 
 
The following specifics support positive, productive homework as a tool for learning: 
 

● The “Ten Minute Rule” should be applied as a general rule for homework assignments; ten minutes multiplied by the grade 
level per night. (up to 10x1 for kindergarten, 10x1 for first grade, 10x5 for fifth grade, etc.)  These minutes represent a total 
expectation from all teachers with which a child works but do not include independent reading.  The time requirements and 
the frequency of homework will vary according to each student’s abilities, grade level, and the subject matter; however, if a 
child is consistently devoting time beyond the “Ten Minute Rule”, parents should contact the classroom teacher.  Workload 
adjustments, time management improvements, and/or motivation strategies are examples of ways to address such issues. 

● Projects assigned as homework should be included in the “Ten Minute Rule.” 
● Nightly study to include homework assignments should occur on weeknights only. Weekends and vacation periods will be 

avoided for specific assignments unless students are making up work previously assigned. Independent reading is encour-
aged on a routine basis, including over the weekend and during vacation periods. 

● Once homework is assigned the teacher is responsible for appropriate follow through until the assignment is completed with 
feedback offered in a timely fashion. 

● It is appropriate for parents to answer occasional questions or provide guidance regarding an assignment.  It is not appropri-
ate for parents to do most of the assignment for their child.  It is not appropriate for an assignment to require a parent to be 
the primary instructor.   If parents feel that their child is particularly struggling with an assignment or is confused, parents 
should contact the classroom teacher. 

 
Make Up Work: 
 

● Make up work is determined by the teacher involved.  Considerations include length of absence and nature of absence. 
● When a student has been absent for three or more days, teachers will provide homework as appropriate given adequate time 

to prepare.  A teacher might advise alternative assignments such as keeping a journal and assigning some reading when ap-
propriate.  Parents are asked to keep in mind that much of what happens in class (direct instruction, discussions, activities, 
informal assessing, group work, etc.) cannot be made up by sending paper/pencil work home. 

● Upon return from an absence, students will submit make-up work in a timely fashion, generally within one to two days for 
every day absent. 

 
Grading: 
 

Assessment of student learning should occur in conjunction with instruction. Grades for that student learning should be 
based solely on academic achievement that takes place during instructional time. Therefore, although it is appropriate to 
provide feedback to students on their quality and completion of homework, their effort, behavior, and attendance, this feed-
back should be kept separate from that provided on academic achievement. 
 

INDIAN PRAIRIE UNIT DISTRICT 204 
ELEMENTARY HOMEWORK STATEMENT 
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McCarty-Owen Resale 
 

The McCarty and Owen Elementary School PTAs will hold their Fall/Winter Children’s Clothing, Toy, and 
Equipment Resale on Saturday, September 19th from 7:00-11:00 a.m. with a half price sale from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 

p.m. at Owen Elementary School-Gymnasium, 1560 Westglen Drive, Naperville.  Numbers will be given out at 
6:00 a.m.  Closely supervised children only. No strollers, please! 

For more information contact Mary Huff at 630-820-1878 or email the committee at 
McCarty_Owen_Resale@yahoo.com 

Come and Find Out What We Have Planned for the Year! 
PTA Meeting 

Tuesday, September 1 

7 pm 

McCarty Multi-Purpose Room 

Start the school year off with us!   
We will be introducing ourselves, outlining our plans for the year and voting on the budget. 

Free Babysitting is Provided 

The PTA is excited to introduce to you:  

the longest standing tutoring service of its kind. 

On Tuesday, September 1st  

at  

6:30 p.m. 

Hunting Learning Center will be at McCarty to give a presentation on  

“How to work Every Day Math Problems for parents” 

 and 

 “Homework tips for parents”. 

 

After the presentation the PTA would like to invite you to stay for our 1st general public meeting of the year.  It is a great op-
portunity for you to meet the new board, hear what’s going on this year, discuss the budget and express any ideas you have on 
how the PTA can help you have a successful and fun year! 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
6:30 Huntington 
Learning Presentation 
PTA General Meet-
ing 7:00 pm Multi-
purpose room 

2 3 4 5 

6 7 

No School 

8 

Initiative 

9 10 

Curriculum Night 
6:30-8:00 

11 12 

12 14 

Tolerance 

15 

Spirit Wear Orders 
Due 

16 17 18 

No School 

 

19 

McCarty/Owen 
Resale 

20 21 

Excellence 

22 

Wendy’s Restaurant 
Night 5:00-8:00 pm 

23 24 25 

Mustang Stampede 

26 

Market Day 9:30-
10:00 am 

27 28 

Trustworthy 

29 

 

30 

Fall School Picture 
Day 

   

September 2009 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

16 17 
 
Meet and Greet 2:00
-3:00 pm 

18 19 20 

First Day of School 

21 22 

Market Day 9:30-
10:00 am 

23 24 25 26 27 28 

Round-Up  
5:00-7:00 pm 

29 

30 31      

August 2009 


