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Mrs.Davis 

 If you haven’t already registered your child for artsonia its not to late. 

Just print off the parent permission form found on the Owen elementary website. IT’S an 

AWESOME online gallery for YOUR CHILDS artwork.  I take a digital photo when a project is 

complete and upload to each student’s personal portfolio!  Their portfolio grows and stays with 

them throughout elementary school.  Have friends, relatives, or siblings join their FANCLUB 

and comment on their masterpieces………… go to www.artsonia.com 

Your Child needs an oversized t-shirt to 

cover their clothes while painting in Art! 

Tip of the week 

  *Have your child paint their spelling words, numbers shapes or 

letters with water on newspaper or paper towels. 

* When looking at a piece of artwork ask your child to describe what 

they see.  What was the artist trying to say? Read the painting like a 

story by looking for clues. 

* Play I-spy with colors 

* Practice cutting by using junk mail, newspapers, or anything you 

can find!  

Cool Websites to visit 

Etch a sketch online 

Jackson Pollock painting tool 

Face it! 

BuiLD YouR WiLD SeLF 

WACKYKIDS.ORG 

Mr. Picassohead 

Artopia 

 

http://www.artsonia.com/


 

What have we discovered in Art so FAR?

 

 

 

First Grade 

We have been learning about COLORS.  The rainbow 

order and what colors are opposite.  We looked at the 

book Hello Red Fox to see how our eyes change the color 

red to green, blue to orange and yellow to purple.  We 

used this idea to paint our names and then create a 

color burst.       

   

Second Grade 

We just finished a self-portrait and we are now 

discovering the art and life of Vincent Vangogh.  We 

looked at the story the yellow house and will begin a 

painting of sunflowers!  

Third Grade 

We read a story called The cave 

painters of Lacaux. We talked about 

who, what when, where and why 

people 17,000 years ago would draw 

and carve on caves.  Ask your third 

grader what they think?  Cave 

paintings can also be called 

Petroglyphs. We will actually be 

ŎŀǊǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ŎŀǾŜ ǿŀƭƭǎΧƴƻ 

not my artroom!  Each student will 

clean then carve into a piece of 

DRYWALL.  Coming up 

t!t9wa!/I9Ω 

Fourth Grade 

We just completed a unique and creative self-portrait.  We talked about art being like a noun, 

a person/portrait, place/landscape, and a thing being a still-life.  We are now working on a still-

life of a pumpkin.  I really stressed looking at the objects in front of you and practicing this at 

home.  We used kneaded erasers which the students loved.  They are available at hobby lobby 

if your child loves to sketch at home.  We will shade the pumpkins in with pastels. 

    

Fifth Grade 

Realistic eyes to Non-ƻōƧŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǊǘΧǿƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ 

mean ask your fifth grader 

Coming up next we will be CARVING into soft-cut 

blocks to create our own stamp to print of an animal. 

Your child should be looking on line here at school or 

home to find a good image of an animal to bring to art 

class. 

   

 

Kindergarten 

We practiced cutting and gluing 

ǿƘƛƭŜ ƭƛǎǘŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ άGo 

Away Big Green MonsterέΦ  We 

started our first of many paintings.  

We looked at artwork and 

discovered there are realistic 

paintings and Abstract art.  We 

created abstract color balanced 

paintings.  Next month color 

mixing! 

 



                             

 

Mrs. Handy 

Things to listen to: 

Listen to your studenǘΩǎ ƎǊŀŘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ŎƻƳǇƻǎŜǊΦ  !ƴȅ ŜȄǘǊŀ ŜȄǇƻǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƳǳǎƛŎ 

will help them become better musicians.  www.pandora.com lets you 

create a playlist of similar music styles, composer, and performers. 

Things to make: 

Look at how to make your own instrument from things around the house.  

http://www.kinderart.com/teachers/9instruments.shtml At the end of 

October we will be making instruments in many of the music classes.   From 

now until October 16, please send in any of the following items:  

 Plastic containers with lids- WASHED: Yogurt, sour cream, cottage cheese, dip, 

margarine, pop bottles, etc. 

 Cardboard containers: tissue boxes, cereal boxes, shoe boxes, cereal boxes, paper towel 

rolls, toilet paper rolls, etc. 

  ά{ƘŀƪŜǊέ ŀƴŘ άŦƛƭƭŜǊέ materials: pony beads, dried beans, rice, etc. 

 Other, purchased, materials (only if you have extras):Rubber bands, masking tape, wax 

paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1st Grade:  

We reviewed the 4 voices- whisper, talk, 

shout, sing- and steady beat.  Many of 

our activities include a song and game.  

We are beginning to read rhythm 

ǇŀǘǘŜǊƴǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƴƎ ά.ƻǿΣ ²ƻǿΣ 

²ƻǿΦέ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ 

reading rhythms through songs we 

know.  Chopin is our composer from the 

Romantic music era. 

Kindergarten:  

We are constantly working on keeping a steady beat.  We sing with a 

steady beat on our laps; move around the room to the steady beat; play 

drums using a steady beat; steady beat is what we work on ALL year!   

We also discussed our 4 voices- whisper, talk, shout, and sing.  In music 

class we try very hard to use a singing voice during our songs.  We have 

learned a few singing games- ά/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ hŎŜŀƴέΣ άaŜƭƻŘȅέΣ ŀƴŘ 

ά/ƛǊŎƭŜ άwƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ½ŜǊƻΦέ  Lƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ singing 

voices with new songs and use scarves to move around the room 

creatively.  

http://www.pandora.com/
https://webmail.ipsd.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=b04c87b9554e4f949030bd3ed119c08f&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.kinderart.com%2fteachers%2f9instruments.shtml


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Grade:  

άWŀƴŜȅ aŀŎέ began our year as an 

introduction to question and 

answer phrases in music.  We took 

it to the xylophones to create 

improvised harmonies.  We 

learned about 16th notes through 

an American folk song-ά/ƘƛŎƪŜƴ ƻƴ 

ŀ CŜƴŎŜǇƻǎǘΣέ In September we 

studied orchestra and band 

instruments.  We will follow this 

up with a field trip to see the West 

Suburban Symphony Orchestra on 

October 26.  Mozart is our 

composer from the classical music 

era.  The students recognized 

ά9ƛƴŜ YƭƛŜƴŜ bŀŎƘǘƳǳǎƛƪέ right 

away. 

5th Grade: 

We began the year studying music in 68 time.  άLΩǎŜ ǘƘŜ .Ωȅέ was the 

Canadian folk song we focused on, interspersing 6
8 rhythms to create 

a Rondo piece.  We are now focused on identifying Major (happy 

sounding) and minor (sad and somber sounding) music.  We are 

learning about chords through playing individual tones on the 

xylophone.  It sounds really cool when there are 30 students playing.  

Orchestra instruments families are also taking precedence in our 

music lessons.  Sibelius is the composer we are studying.  He lived in 

Finland during the modern music era. 

3rd grade: 

²Ŝ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎŀƳŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ά¢ƘŜ /ǳǇ DŀƳŜΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀǳƎƘǘ ǳǎ 

how to count triplets.  I bet your students could teach this to you 

(use plastic cups ).  During September we begin playing and singing 

mi, re, do melodies.  άо .ƭƛƴŘ aƛŎŜέ was the song we sang, 

accompanied on the xylophones, and played a game to.  ά{ƛƳǇƭŜ 

{ƛƳƻƴέ is the next mi, re, do song we are singing.  It will be in ABAB 

ŎƻŘŀ ŦƻǊƳΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ά.έ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǇƛŜǎ όŀǇǇƭŜΣ 

strawberry, etc.) to clap rhythms.  Towards the end of October 

students will learn a musical accompaniment to ά¢ƘŜ bŀǇǇƛƴƎ 

IƻǳǎŜέ by Audrey Wood, which they will perform for the 

Kindergarten students.  Beethoven is our composer from the 

classical music era.  Students have had a blast listening to 3 

movements of his 5th Symphony. 

2nd Grade: 

We have been learning many play party 

games.  This consists of a song, student 

performed accompaniment, and game. 

ά.ƻǳƴŎŜ IƛΣ .ƻǳƴŎŜ [ƻǿέ is a favorite so far.  

We started talking about string instruments.  

This will continue in October.  We will start 

picking play party games and songs for our 

program during October.  J.S. Bach is our 

composer. He lived during the Baroque 

music era. 



 

 

 

Mr. Folley 

CURRICULUM                   

We are finishing up our Track and Field Unit the second week in October.  Fourth Grade students will 

finish the unit with a track meet on Friday, October 9th.  Events covered in the unit are sprints, long 

jumps, javelin throw, hammer throw, discuss, and relays. 

The rest of October we will be going over football basics.  The students will learn about positions and 

the responsibilities of positions.  They will understand what running a route means and how downs 

work.               

Kindergarten and 1st grades will be introduced to football, but will focus more on throwing and 

catching. 

EXERCISE OF THE MONTH 

With the weather turning a little cooler, October is a great month for walking.  Try to get outside and 

walk for at least fifteen minutes everyday.  Walking is a great way to exercise and opens up great 

opportunities for families to spend a little time together.  If it is raining, you can walk inside a mall 

and do a little shopping while getting some exercise done. 

NEWS 

The 2016 Summer Olympic Bid is to be announced on Friday, October 2nd at 9:00 am.  Here at Owen, 

the plan is to have the fifth graders watch it live when they arrive at school.  It is a very exciting time 

to be living here in the Chicago suburbs and if Chicago wins the bid, Olympic fever will begin!!!!!!! 

FUN FACT 

Exercise boosts brainpower.  It has been proven that exercise increases serotonin in the brain, which 

in turn improves mental clarity.  So, to improve your reading, writing, math, and health, 

EXERCISE!!!!!!!! 

 



 

    
 

Mr. Stedman    Mrs. Sassano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LMC? So what does LMC mean anyhow? The answer is Library Media Center. This name is the 

title preferred by the Illinois State Library Media Association. The choice of this name made 

everybody happy. It appeased the old-time librarians and the new-fangled media specialists. 

 Whatever you call it (Mrs. Sassano and I prefer άPlace of Joy έ), iǘΩǎ ŀ ǎǇƻǘ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƻ 

learn about books, research, and the tools needed to maximize their learning. We strive to 

cultivate the natural curiosity of young learners and engage them in a variety of experiences.  

At the LMC children will be exposed to literature and different research opportunities. They will 

be given opportunities to develop their own ideas, and to learn to value other points of view. We 

will teach your kids how to think. 

The kinders  are mastering the fine art of getting books off of the shelf, checking them out, and 

having a few extra minutes to relax with their books.  They are hearing some fine stories as well. 

aŀƴŀƎƛƴƎ  ƻƴŜΩǎ ōehavior in a setting that is less formal than many school activities is another 

important life skill that they are working hard to master. 

Our first graders  ŀǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ōƻƻƪǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ άƧǳǎǘ ǊƛƎƘǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ 

into the MonarcƘ όŀ ƪƛŘΩǎ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀǿŀǊŘΣ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀǘŜǊύ ōƻƻƪǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ 

Destiny, our library search software. 

Second graders  are also hearing Monarch nominees, and they are taking a harder look at 

Destiny. They will enjoy more success with Destiny as a result of their improving reading and writing 

skills. We will also begin working with our various online databases to help our young researchers get 

ready for some classroom projects that lie ahead. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third graders  are enjoying Monarch books (their last year to vote for these) and are getting 

deeper into our databases. These tools will help them a lot as they become better readers and are 

able to dig deeper into research. 

Fourth graders  are hearing the beginning chapters of various Rebecca Caudill nominees 

όŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ƪƛŘǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŀŘŜǎ п-8). For 2010, the list has many titles that are 

well suited to this age group, and the boys and girls are enjoying them.  

¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘ ȅŜǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ hŎǘƻōŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƻǳǊǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ŜƴǘŜǊ the blogoshere! They will enter 

a super-safe Blackboard-based blog where they can share their thoughts and opinions about books 

that they have read. This is a great opportunity for them to learn to be responsible and safe online, 

as well as a great opportunity to share ideas. More information will be coming home shortly. 

 

 

 
Fifth graders  are also diving deep into the Rebecca Caudill titles. This does not mean that we 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŀƴ ƻŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ōƻƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ŦƛƴŜ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ǘƻƻ 

cool to turn their noses up at the good stuff. 

The fifth graders are returning to the blogs. They began to use them last year. This time around, 

they are the leaders at their school, and they will learn that the examples their posts set will be a 

good model for the fourth graders. 

HomeworkΥ ό¸ŜŀƘΣ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ LΩƳ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦύ 

Share a story with your kids at least a few times a week.  Are they reading yet? Let them read to 

you. This is a great family activity. Enjoy while you can. Before you know it, the opportunity will 

be gone. 


