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VARIETY SHOW COMING SOON  

Students are now hard at work practicing up for the 

2010 Owen Variety Show on Friday, February 12th!  

This show is our biggest yet! Come and see your 

fellow students showcase their singing, dancing, 

speaking and playing skills at the evening show in 

the gym at 7:00 p.m.  Students will also be treated 

to a performance during the day the morning of the 

12
th
. Hope to see you there! 

It is hard to believe Feb-

ruary is here already and 

that we are halfway 

through the school year.  

Although it seems like 

thinking about the next 

school year is a bit early, 

now is the time to plan.  

The Owen PTA is looking 

for your input and help as 

we look to the 2010-11 

school year.  This yearôs 

PTA membership was 

down and volunteersô 

numbers were down as 

well.  In this issue,  is a 

survey in which we hope 

ALL Owen families will 

participate.   This is the 

time for YOUR voices to 

be heard, to let the PTA 

know what you want, 

and /or expect out of the 

PTA.   Please take a few 

minutes to fill out the sur-

vey and return it to 

school marked PTA.  

This survey is completely 

anonymous.   Your help 

and time is greatly appre-

ciated.   

Thank you. 

Michelle Yarris, President 

Presidentõs Corner 
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Important Dates &  

Upcoming events:  

V Feb 4&5 100th Day of School 

V Feb 5 Deadline for Market Day 

orders 

V Feb 9 Market Day pickup 4:15 

pm 

V Feb 12 Variety Show 7-8:30 

pm 

V Feb 17 PTA General Meeting 

7:30 pm 

V Feb 18 5th Grade Invention 

Convention 7-8 pm 

V Feb 27 Spring Owen/McCarty 

Clothing Resale 

V March 1 -12 ISAT Testing 

V March 5 Market Day orders 

due 

V March 9  Market Day pickup 

4:15 pm 

V March 11 Kindergarten Orien-

tation for Fall 2010 6:30 pm 

V March 12  Family Dance 7:00 

pm 

V March 17 PTA General Meet-

ing 2:00 pm 

V March 18 Doughnuts with 

Dads 8:30 am 

V March 23 Band/ Orchestra 

Concert 7:00 pm 

V March 29 to April 2     

SPRING BREAK 

PTA Survey 2 

Resale Flyer 3 

IPSN PTA Update 3 

Volunteer Opportunities 4 

Recycling Competition Info 5 

Many Faces of Owen 5 

Enviornmental Committee  Info 6&7 

Board Info 10 

Newsletter / School Info 11 

Market Day 11 

Inside this issue:  

OWEN ALL                 STAR SPECTACULAR! 

NEWS from the  Social Chairé 
  

Class Curriculum parties will begin in February with 
the Kindergartners and the 5th Graders.   
The 100th Day celebration is scheduled for February 
5th and the 5th Grade Invention Convention party is 
planned for February 19th.   
Look for emails from the PTA if you are interested 
in volunteering. 
  
The Family Dance is scheduled for Friday, March 12th.   
The committee is in the beginning stages of planning. 
If you are interested in helping, please contact Melissa 
Naffziger at melissa_naffziger@hotmail.com. 

mailto:melissa_naffziger@hotmail.com
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PTA SURVEY  

WE WANT YOUR INPUT  

Hello Owen Families, 

Although it is only February, the PTA is already thinking about planning for next year. We have no-

ticed a declining membership and involvement of Owen parents.   Our hope is to plan events that 

appeal to the majority of Owen families as well as having more involvement by you, the Owen par-

ents. If we do not see increased involvement, we will have to cut some programs and events next 

year.   The PTA is asking families to fill out the following PTA survey and return it to school by 

March 1st marked Owen PTA.  You do NOT need to put your name on this!!!   Thank you for your 

participation. 

The Owen PTA  

Are there any events you would like PTA to continue or discontinue? 

 

Are there any suggestions for new events you would like us to consider? 

 

Are there past events we havenôt done recently you would like to see come back? 

 

Are there fundraisers you would like us to bring back? Or new fundraiser you would like to see? 

 

Have you volunteered for a PTA?  If no, why not? 

 

Is there something we can do to make you more likely to volunteer? 

 

Have you ever attended a PTA meeting?  If no, why not? 

 

What would make you feel more welcome at a PTA meeting? 

 

When would be the best time to hold PTA meetings;   Daytime during school hours, after school, or evening, different 

times? 

 

Do you see the PTA as being a benefit to the school and/ your child? 

 

What role do you think the PTA should play? 

 

Any suggestions or comments you would like to add: 
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PLEASE NOTE...  

Superintendent, Kathy Birkett  

will attend the PTA meeting in March.   

The meeting is March 17
th
  

at 2:00 PM at Owen.   

Please join us for this opportunity to hear 

district info from our Superintendent. 

 

Kindergarten Registration  

for Fall 2010 is comingé   

The Owen Kindergarten Preview will be 

Thursday, March 11th at 6:30 pm.  The Pre-

view is for parents only.  If you or your 

neighbors will have a Kindergartener next 

school year, and need info on registration 

please contact Mrs. Dailey in the Owen of-

IPSN PTA Info  
Upcoming Events: 

 February 16, 2010 -- Catherine Whichter, Precision Educa-
tion:   IEP strategies/information Meetings are held in the 
Board Room at the Howard E. Crouse Education Center at 
7:00 p.m. 
 

Continuing and Upcoming Fundraisers: 

Culverõs Benefit Night:   Wednesday, February 17, 2010, 4-8 
p.m. - Please support the IPSN PTA by dining at Culverõs of 
Aurora, Rte. 59 and 75th street.  10% of all sales (including 
drive -thru) go to the IPSN PTA! 
ABC Fairs Fundraiser ð Purchase books from Andersonõs 
Book Fair online and a portion of your purchase goes to 
IPSN PTA.  Log on to abcfairs.com, click Find My 
School,  and choose Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA and 
begin shopping  
 
iGive.com -  Search and shop at iGive and help the IPSN 
PTA raise some funds.  How iGive works:   SELECT your 
favorite cause (Indian Prairie Special Needs PTA); Register 
with iGive and Search for and SHOP at brand name online 
stores and a portion of each purchase is donated to IPSN 
PTA.  Just searching will generate a small donation as well. 
SAVE money with exclusive coupons/free shipping deals.    

http://abcfairs.com
http://www.iGive.com
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Helping Hands Households Needed  

 The Helping Hand Program was established in 1967 to provide children with adult assistance 

during an emergency.  As part of the district's safety program, children learn that a home dis-

playing a red Helping Hand poster in a front window is a safe place to go when they are fright-

ened, sick, injured, or lost.  Helping Hand households are instructed to contact the police im-

mediately whenever a child needs assistance. 

 

Interested persons can email Kim Williams, Owen PTA Helping Hand Coordinator, at zoo-
dogs@comcast.net, for more information and an application. 

Market Day Volunteers Needed  

February 9, March 9, April 13, and/or May 11  

Market Day 3:45-4:30 PM MPR  

Help is needed preparing orders for pickup & delivering orders to curbside pickup. 

Contact Dawn Thomson at Dawnmariethomson@gmail.com 

Environmental Committee Volunteers Needed  

 

Environmental committee members to help with the next waste audit March 24 

 

Printer Cartridge Fundraiser Coordinator  
 
approximately 1-2 hours per month.   
Please contact Jodi Trendler for further details:  jodi@trendler.net 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Apparel Committee Volunteers Needed  
 
The PTA is looking for an Apparel Committee Coordinator and volunteers to help 
with Owen spiritwear. The coordinator solicits bids from outside vendors, decides on 
spiritwear pieces with the help of other committee members, and oversees ordering 
and distribution. Apparel volunteers help select spiritwear, volunteer at cash & carry 
sales, and assist with tallying & distributing orders. If you are interested, please con-
tact Karen Schumann at karenschu@comcast.net. 

OWEN OWLS 

Publishing Center Grades 3 -5 Volunteers Needed  
 
Publishing Center for Grades 3-5 is underway. We assist the children in the LMC with preparing 
their Young Author stories including help with covers, editing, typing and finally laminating and 
binding.  There are lots of options for volunteering with this project.  We appreciate any and all 
help that we can get! 
Anyone who is interested can contact Mary Jeanne Goluch either by phone (630-851-2599) or 

email (jgoluch@comcast.net) to arrange at time to volunteer.   

mailto:zoodogs@comcast.net
mailto:zoodogs@comcast.net
mailto:Dawnmariethomson@gmail.com
mailto:jodi@trendler.net
mailto:karenschu@comcast.net
mailto:jgoluch@comcast.net
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It was a Fantastic evening on Monday, February 1st!  Our beautiful Owen community gathered to celebrate 

the Many Faces of Owen, taking pride in our rich array of diverse cultures.  

The evening kicked off with a Taste of Owen where everyone got a chance to sample delicious foods from 

around the globe!  From Spicy Indian Appetizers to Tamales, Chocolate fondue to Waikiki meatballs, Pizzas 

to Mango ice-cream, there was something for everyone to enjoy, as our taste buds made their way around 

the world.  After filling up on the exotic dishes, everyone made their way to the Gym for the evening enter-

tainment of beauty in diversity.   

The students were shining Stars on stage, beaming with pride with their performances.  Beginning with a 

chorus singing songs in different languages, Classical, Bollywood & folk dances from India, to enjoying a 

Violin Solo recital of a song from Mexico, as well as learning about a German hunting horn, understanding a 

great deal about special needs children through a mini-game show put on by our Special Education teach-

ers, and making our way back to the spirit of America, with a wonderful American dance group topped with a 

group hip-Hop finale!   

Everyone had such a great time and as Mr. Stedman put it, this eveningôs 

memory will live on in our students for many years to come.   

The Owen Community was especially honored to have Ms. Martha Baumann 

and Mr. Owen Wavrinek, as guests for the evening.  They thoroughly enjoyed 

the evening.  Ms. Baumann in her feedback to us, expressed that the evening 

was a perfect blend of home and school.   

We are immensely grateful for all the volunteers, parents, teachers, as well as 

Mr. Bednar and Mr. Stedman for their unconditional support, that made this 

event a great success. 

Owen Owl Classroom Recycling Competition - Two Second Quarter Winners!  

 

Congratulations to Mrs. Domyancic's  and Mrs. Slade's  classrooms  for being our Recycling Competition 
Second Quarter Winners!!!!   Both classrooms received a calendar, a classroom supply packet (markers, 
regular and colored pencils) and a pencil (either made out of recycled blue jeans or old money) for each stu-
dent!  These prizes were all made out of 100% recycled material and were purchased at a generously dis-
counted price from Savvy, an environmentally oriented store in downtown Naperville (for more information, 
visit savvygreenshop.com).  Thank you Savvy!! 

 Also, we would like to thank ALL classrooms who participated.  Great job everyone..we are really making a 
difference this year thanks to you:) 

In case you don't know what this competition is all about, the Environmental Committee has been conducting 
an ongoing quarterly classroom competition this year.  All of the classrooms have an oportunity to earn one 
green "eco owl" per day if they successfully sort all of their garbage and recylables.  At the end of the week, 
the number of owls are recorded on our Owl Recycling Competition Poster which is located in the MPR on a 
bulletin board.  At the end of each quarter, which ever classroom has earned the greatest number of "eco 
owls" wins for that quarter.  Please remember to encourage your child to be a good recycler and maybe his 
or her classroom will be the winner for the next quarter! 

MANY 

FACES OF 

OWEN  
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ECO CLUB NEWS  
 

Eco Club January 7, 2010:  

We had another fun and busy Eco 
Club meeting.  This meeting 
started our discussion on EN-
ERGY.  This is the third compo-
nent we are working on toward 
earning the SCARCE ñGREEN 
DUPAGEò patch for all of our 
members, as well as recertifying 
for our school Earth Flag, and 
earning our Ecology Flag.  During 
our meeting members learned 
about various aspects of energy: 

1) Different forms, like heat-which 
is just WASTED energy from 
regular incandescent bulbs 
and light which is the form we 
want and receive from CFLôs, 

2) Where it comes from, mostly 
COAL and NUCLEAR, only 
2% RENEWABLE here in our 
area, and 

3) 3) Some ways to help save it, 
like adding insulation to our 
homes. 

We also refreshed our vermicom-
posting skills and learned how to 
properly feed our worms. 

Environmental Committee News  

 

Our next meeting is 3:45 -5:15 Wednesday, March 17th ðCome join us!  

The last two Eco-Club meeting are:  April 7 and May 5.    

Parents are invited to join the Eco-Club, too! 

Please let Sandy Zurawski (szurawski@wowway.com) or  

Linda Flo (david@pattisons.org.uk) know when you are available to help out  

 

Mrs. Tracy is our staff advisor and she can be reached at (heather_tracy@ipsd.org) 

 

The Environmental Com-
mittee would like to send 
additional KUDOS to Mr. 
Bednar for his recent pur-
chase of one of the MOST 
FUEL EFFICIENT, family 
friendly vehicles available 

on the market todayð 

Source Reduction Impacts: 

Of course the BEST solution to 
reduce waste is to NOT USE THE 
RESOURCES IN THE FIRST PLACE!  
This is another area everyone is 
doing a fantastic job with as well!  
The good news is that some of 
our deferred waste weight is due 
to some of our source reduction 
ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΦ  hǳǊ άCƭƛǇ Lǘέ ōƛƴǎ 
alone, have contributed to saving 
NINE REAMS OF PAPER already 
this year!  Another savings has 
been attributed to the reduction 
of permission slips/registrations 
to students and having only those 
students who are interested in 
particular programs take forms, 
which has contributed another 
SIX REAMS of paper saved.  For 
further information on source 
reduction, here is a great 20 min-
ute video worth watching, espe-
cially in these economic times:  
http://www.storyofstuff.com/ 

$ave $ome Green  

Illinoisô ENERGY STARÈ  

Appliance Rebate Program  

Rebates available beginning  

January 31, 2010  

visit www.illinoisenergy.org  

or call 877-782-7005  

mailto:szurawski@wowway.com
mailto:david@pattisons.org.uk
mailto:heather_tracy@ipsd.org
http://www.storyofstuff.com/
http://www.illinoisenergy.org

