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Many people have asked me in recent months, what the PTA really does.  Is it just about 

parties? Is it about social activities?  Do members really have a say if they are not on the 

board?  There isnôt really a short answer to all of these questions, but I will do what I can to 

answer them.  The PTAôs mission is to advocate for our children. We are to be a voice for 

them.  To develop between our teachers and parents united efforts to make sure our children 

have the highest advantages possible.  That can only be done by parents being aware of 

what is happening in the school, in the district and in the state. 

The PTA sponsors far more than parties or social activities, though those things are an im-

portant part of our childrenôs lives.  Did you know the PTA helps to sponsor field trips?  Did 

you ever wonder where the hard cover books your K-2 children publish every year come 

from?  The PTA not only buys the books, but volunteers help edit, type, title and put the 

books together.  In the upper grades we provide the covers as well as help put the books 

together.  The PTA also sponsors many educational assemblies at Owen.  The PTA offers 

teachers the chance to apply for grants for supplies needed in their classrooms. Some things 

we have supplies the teachers with are new reading group books, calculators, math activity 

mats to name a few.  There are so many more things but not enough room to list them. 

Everyone is welcome to come to a PTA meeting and voice their concerns and opinions.  This 

year, with an all new board, we have tried to discuss more business at meetings with the 

general membership, in an effort to get more ideas and input.  Everyone has a say and ALL 

opinions are respected!!!! 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, March 17 at 2:00 pm in the MPR.  Our superintendent, Dr. 
Kathy Birkett will be addressing our PTA.  Anyone wishing to ask any questions should sub-
mit them via email to Michyar@comcast.net by March 14 and I will forward them on to her as 
per her request.  She will do her best to address as many questions as possible.  We hope 
to see you there. 
 

Michelle Yarris, President 
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Important Dates &  

Upcoming events:  

V March 1 -12 ISAT Testing 

V March 5 Market Day orders due 

V March 9  Market Day pickup 

4:15 pm 

V March 11 Kindergarten Orienta-

tion for Fall 2010 6:30 pm 

V March 17 PTA General Meeting 

with Dr. Birkett, 2:00 pm 

V March 18 Doughnuts with Dads 

8:00 am 

V March 23 Band/ Orchestra Con-

cert 7:00 pm 

V March 29 to April 2       

SPRING BREAK 

V April 5 Classes Resume 

V April 9 PTA Family Night      

5:00 pm, Aurora Skate Center 

V April 9 Market Day orders due 

V April 13 Market Day pickup  

4:15 pm 

V April 14 PTA General Elections 

7:30 pm 

V April 15 Spring Chorus Concert 

V April 22 5th Grade Orientation 

at Still Middle School (parents 

only) 
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Social Events  

Donuts with Dad  

Dads, come share a morning treat with your 

student.  You are invited to our next Donuts 

with Dad on Thursday, March 18 th at 8:00 am. 

Watch your email for RSVP information.  

Art Awareness  

Art Awareness has begun and will continue over the next months.  

This PTA-sponsored program is designed to introduce each class to 

3 different artists during the 2nd half of the school year. Be sure to 

ask your children which artists they are studying.  Thank you to the 

parent volunteers and teachers for making this program possible. 

Educational Enrichment  

Young Authors Publishing Centers  

Students at Owen have been working hard on developing their original 

stories.  Lead by their teachers, students created unique stories with 

editing help from parent volunteers.  Each student drew their own illus-

trations. Additional volunteers assisted in typing and assembling the 

books.  Soon they will bring home their ñpublishedò works.  We appre-

ciate the dedication of our volunteers and teachers.  We know you will 

enjoy reading the finished product with your student. 
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Reminder...  

Superintendent Dr. Kathy Birkett 

will attend the  

March PTA meeting!   

The meeting is 2pm  

on March 17
th
 at Owen.   

Please join us for an  

opportunity to hear district info 

straight from the Superintendent. 
Anyone wishing to ask any questions, should submit them via email 

to Michyar@comcast.net by March 14.     

( swestphall@wowway.com or 
630 - 254 - 4718).
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