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Owen Receives $10.000 Zer

In July 2009, The Depart-
ment of Commerce and
Economic Opportunity
(DCEO), Bureau of En-
ergy and Recycling

awarded $153,000 in Zero
Waste School Grants to 29

lllinois schools to imple-
ment or expand recycling,

source reduction, and com-

posting/vermicomposting

programs. The goal of the

zero waste program is to
motivate lllinois schools to

reduce, reuse, and recycle
waste, moving toward zero

waste status.

AThis progr a
lent way for youth to get
involved in recycling and
other waste reduction ef-

forts and learn how to re-
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other material such as
duce their impact on the aluminum cans, and im-
environment. We hope plement a minimum of
the students will take  three source reduction
activities. Level | fund-
ing is based on student
population.

Level Il funding was
based on project costs
and included compost-
ing/vermicomposting as
an element of the overall
zero waste plan, plus ad-
ditional recycling and
source reduction activi-
ties. All grant recipients
determined goals and
something away from  projects according to re-
this éxperiemae that theysults-of waste audits con-
can use even into their ducted by the students.
adul thood, 06 said DCEO
Director Warren Ribley. All grant applications
were evaluated and
scored with awards go-

Our initial waste audit in
February 2009 was the final
piece of data collection,
which began in Nov. 2008,
for the application.

All lllinois public and

private schools were eli-ing to the highest scoring
applicants.

gible to apply for the
program. Schools could

apply under either Level
| or Level Il funding re- OWEN WAS ONE

quirements. Under OF SIX SCHOOLS
Level | funding, schools NSRSV I=RL®)
are required to recycle ga=O=\=R1g]S

least white paper and orfe:XXNe[e[O\N/A\Z{b]




IMPLEMENTING THE GRANT é éééécécée.

mm Lunchroom Recycling

Our first step was to begin Most importantly we learned

recycling in the lunchroom.  how important it is to RESPEC
This was kicked off with an  our natural resources as well age
assembly on 0 R®HkHhesare RifeWable and

and Recycle, 0 foherfewahé ed by
School and Community Assis-

tance for Composting and
Recycling Education, or
S.C.A.R.C.E. During this as-
Our S.C.AR.CE. sembly we learned that many
things can be made from mate-
rials that we commonly just
throw away such as jeans from
plastic bottles and furniture

out of paper.

Since we have started recycling
we have discovered that with a
least 3660 gallons of recyclables
generated per day, we will be
keeping the equivalent of
FOUR to EIGHT dumpster
loads of REUSABLE materi
out of our landfills!

3R6s assemb

Did you know

EcOwIl Classroom Jobs

contamination

rate, when Along with all of our students  Eco Owls are responsible Itds a BI G job with
garbage or and teachers other responsi-  for: responsibilities, but everyone
compostables bilities, two new classroom 1) Helping classmates sort seems to be more than willing

are mixed in jobs have been added this ygar. waste into proper bins and e).<cited to help out .

with the Each classroom has two desig- during lunch especially at lunch and with the

nated O0OEco Owlsé to hel p eac hwvormfarming!
recyclables, the class with all of our new pro- Awarding Green Owls to

ENTIRE grams. partner classroom for co
dumpster is mingling contest

sent to the 3) Feeding our worms the
landfill and NOT food from the classroom

RECYCLED? compost bin (or emptying
it during lunch)

Coningling Reduction Cor

A new program was started garbage in the recycle bin, the eng of each quarter, prizes are
with the purpose of reducing ¢l ass i s gi Vvengwnot®tR RiAninPdasd t 0
the co-mingling of trash and post outside their room. On  ooms. Prizes for this quarter
recyclables in the classrooms. Friday every week, a classroomyhich were generously donated
Classrooms are paired up, and Eco Owl posts the total by Kellerds Farmstar
at the end of the day each amount of owls earned on the goyrds for each student and a
partner room i dalytbeardaha ldrictrodm.t B gnpkin for the classroofm all of
WERECERIPQEEESfylif ot her 6s recycl iThedotab armaddedtogetiek gnich can be composted!
for the first quarter: 1B, sure that there is no garbage in each week for the duration of

the recycle bin. If there isno the grading quarter. At the
2D, 2L, 3D, 3S, 5A WAY

TO GO!

OWEN ECO -NEWS
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Eco Club Begins & Owen Receives 6,00C

20 students new worms each. job collecting food for our
partici- Once our worm worms! Everyone seems to
pated in condos are up to full understand what the worms ca

and cand6t eat .,
bit picky when it comes to thei

the first capacity, the worms

meeting will munch the food P )
for our waste from our f ood, .and t hey' ite
oW Eco classrooma up to 7 the same things we compost i &

the lunchroom. At our next 3

pounds per week, or
the equivalent of 1/4
of a dumpster per

Our Eco Club kicked off with wel- ~ Club
coming 6,000 new Owen employ-

meeting we will be painting our
rain barrel. The next Eco Club

ees. Mrs. Tracy, who graciousl| : meetings are Wednesdays 3:45
offered to sponior our%roup Ie)(;l ilear. The vyorms wil take} our 5:15; |,\Ig . 18, .Dec Z 6 I EEEg:
) = v ood owasted and ¥ ?"t. sacklunch
our first activity to set up our six able fertilizer that we can use 3, March 17, April 7, and May 5. .
New vermicomposters/ worm com- .04 whe sehool as well. Our For questions contact Mrs. Tracy, RS [IRIIR(0)
posting bins, which included 1,000 | sses have been doing a fabulous Sandy Zurawski or Linda Flo school will
Pattison.

generate

OWaste Free Weidle

As Americans we have come to depend on the many convenience products that are available to us, and noWsElelaN el
this more evident than in the school lunch room. Most parents pack lunch items in-sisglglastic bags, aluminu
foil, or wax paper, or they purchase singlerving items that come in their own disposable package. Admittedly|
these products are extremely convenient, but what is the environmental cost to a country that relies so heav
them? Landfills are full and overflowing. Incinerators pump contaminants into the air. Communities are battling
over who will accept the nation's trash. We all enjoy these conveniences, but few of us are willing to allow
landfills and incinerators to be built in our own backyards. Much of the trash we generate comes from the
aging on the food we buy, and lunch foods are no exception. Iniféets been estimated that on average a
school-age child using a disposable lunch generates 67 pounds of waste per school year.*

So, what i s a 0 WatssksREUFABLE dll cohtainers; dnink containers, uten-
sils, and napkins. They do NOT include: disposable packaging, such as prepackaged foods, plastic bags,
boxes and pouches, paper napkins, and disposable utensils.
Luckily we already have several students bringing Waste Free Lunches! We encourage EVERYONE to g
and help us reach owyoal of reducing our lunchtime packaging waste by 4 dumpsters per year!

school year.

For everything you need to know, see: * http://www.wastefreelunches.org/
C I I I t . ) B -

As another SOURCE REDUC- the classrooms use the paper asBy using the flip it bins,

TION measure, we have ex- scratch paper, drawing paper orour goal is to reduce

panded t he al r e andtypapexBEBQRE it igreay-F papepuse by several

Il t6 program i mp lckdnédf anowghdpageris col-u r reams per year, and it  Teachers were given new

already environmentally con- lected that camwdlalsobeduceutee d oiFn iHhhet 6 collecti
scious faculty last year. With the classrooms, it will be collected amount of material need-5 wor m Foodé col | ec
grant funding we provided all and sent to Repro Graphics to ing to be recycled. This bins

classrooms and the LMC with be made into notepads. will be an especially im-

paper collection bins. The bins portant SOURCE RE-

are used to collect paper that is DUCTION measure since all of the paper our district

only used on one side. Most of uses is 100% VIRGIN paper.
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First inspection of our
new
composters

Composting

will reduce

S per year
Now, THAT

Qis a lot of

Even our 2nd Graders
can sort!

OWEN ECO

Some of composter con-
: The
struction crew hard at

COMPOAndNer Way to Re

We live in a fithrow awayBENEFTISCOFYCOMPOSTINGO n -

sidered easy to get rid of things we regard
as useless or unhealthy by wrapping it up
and placing it in the garbage can.

1) Compost has the ability to help regenerate
poor soils. The composting process encourages
. - N the prcrduc_tion of beneficial microrganisms
Once ! t. his fluselesso mate (m'ai%ly ba'ctgria an% u%gnl) w%i%vhal turn break
to a landfill, it REALLY becomes useless.

Enclosed in an oxygen  -limited environ- down organic matter to create humus. Humus

ment, food waste degrades very slowly 5 a I’IC.h nutrlentflllgd mgtenal—mcrease§ the .
sometimes up to 15 years, and adds sig- nutrient content in soils and helps soils retain
moisture.

nificantly to the production of METHANE (a
gas worse than carbon dioxide contributing
to global warming) from that process. In
addition, many landfills are nearing their
maximum capacity, and in the near future
will need to be closed & and NEW ones
started, but where, and how many landfills
do we want in our world?

2) Compost has also been shown to sup-
press plant diseases and pests, reduce or elimi-
nate the need for chemical fertilizers, and pro-
mote higher yields of agricultural crops.

3) Using compost can reduce the need for
water, fertilizers, and pesticides.

4) Composting also extends municipal landfill
life by diverting organic materials from landfills

At Owen, we will be learning throughout
the entire composting process and look
forward to sharing our experience with
you! During lunchtime, our classroom Eco
Owils will help everyone sort their lunch
waste and add the composwaatex”egoyrceé'r AFl ower

Foodo to our composter s, w)The compastphoedspdegrades and, in
our dedicated lunch staff. So, what IS some cases, completely eliminates wood pre-
compostable? Basically all of our food servatives, pesticides, and both chlorinated and

waste EXCEPT: MEAT & DAIRY (it makes nonchlorinated hydrocarbons in contaminated
our composters smelly)! We are also add- soils.

ing napkins, paper and leaves to help in-

crease the fbrown mat er i 59 §orgigfgrmation to help you start your
own composting at home:

5) Compost has the ability to prevent pollut-
ants in stormwater runoff from reaching surface

Our Eco Club will help be responsible for
monitoring our composters and deciding if http://web.extension.uiuc.edu/homecompost/

we need to had more fBroWo.htM Green Ma-
terialo or water as we R HlwiveBa.goviodliEdhsehvdirm S
f!hlshed we will be dispensing our new fer- composting/benefits.htm

tilizer to the gardens around our school.

After our first week, we are composting
143POUNDS of FLOWER FOOQOD!

of practice
work P
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help their classmate



