
This yearôs Many Faces 

of Owen will be held on 

Thursday, January 14, 

2009 from 6:00-8:30 PM 

at Owen Elementary.  

This event is designed 

bring our school and 

community closer to un-

derstanding the different 

cultures within our school  

and community.  

 Please join us as you 

inspire our school and 

community with your 

many culinary, perform-

ance and musical skills . 

We are currently looking 

for students, staff, and 

parents to volunteer their 

talents and time.   

If interested please con-

tact: Raji Vivekanandan ï 

raji@vivraji.com 

Celeste Green -          

bobcelgreen2@msn.com 

Hello Owen Families. 

Welcome to our new 

Owen PTA newsletter.  

Inside we hope you will 

find useful information 

regarding Owen Elemen-

tary and the PTA.  

 

 In each edition you will 

find volunteer opportuni-

ties, important dates and 

updates from the PTA as 

well as a presidentôs let-

ter (starting next month). 

 

We hope this newsletter  

will increase involvement 

not only in the  PTA but 

at the school itself. Thank 

you  

 

Michelle Yarris, President 

Presidentõs Corner 

Many Faces of Owen  

òBeauty of Diversityó 

November, 2009  

Volume 1, Issue 1  
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Upcoming events:  

 

V Dec. 1 Market Day 

Pickup  4:15 pm 

V Dec. 2 Eco Club Meeting 

at 3:45 pm 

V Dec. 4 Donuts with Dads 

8:00-8:45am 

V Dec. 10 Chorus concert 

7:00 pm 

V Dec 21-Jan. 1 NO 

SCHOOL Winter Break 

Classes resume Jan 4 

V Jan 5 PTA General meet-

ing 2:00pm  

V Jan 6 Eco Club 3:35-5:15 

pm 

V Jan 12 Market Day 

pickup 4:15 pm 

V Jan 14 Beauty of Diver-

sity 

V January 27 Variety Show 

Tryouts   3:35pm 

Environmental Com-
mittee Updates 

2-4 
 

Eco-Club 3 

Board Members 5 

Market Day Update 6 

School Phone  6 

Newsletter Info 6 

  

Inside this issue:  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!  

 

December 1 and January 12 Market Day 3:45-4:30 

PM MPR  

Contact Dawn Thomson  

Dawnmariethomson@gmail.com  

 

December 4 Donuts with Dad 

Contact Ken Gaul at  keng2668@att.net  

 

January 14 Many Faces of Owen 

See below for contact information  

 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR WANTED!!!  More informa-

tion on page 4 or  please contact Michelle Yarris  

michyar@comcast.net  

 

Committee members and volunteers needed for 

the Variety Show!!!  Please contact Liz Klecker  

bkleckler@widopenwest.com  

mailto:raji@vivraji.com
mailto:bobcelgreen2@msn.com
mailto:Dawnmariethomson@gmail.com


Hello Owen Community! 

 

Community Energy, the wind 
company providing the Renew-
able Energy Program for City of 
Naperville residents, has gener-
ously made available a fundrais-
ing opportunity for our local 
school.  For every new enrollment 
in the program, Community En-
ergy will donate $15 to Owen Ele-
mentary!  For every UPGRADE in 
the program, they will donate $5! 

 

For those of you who donôt al-
ready know about the program, 
Community Energy provides an 
opportunity for residents to pur-
chase CLEAN, RENEWABLE, 

LOCAL energy, with the conven-
ient option of having the cost in-
cluded on your electric bill.  It is 
the EASY WAY to DO THE 
RIGHT THING, with the additional 
bonus now of benefitting the 
school as well. 

 

Aurora residents are also able to 
participateðand some already 
are,, however it is required to give 
a credit card number for auto-
matic billing instead of applying to 
your electric bill. 

 

The program is now actually at 
9.2% enrollment and the goal is 
to get to 10% by the end of the 

year, so you would be helping 
with that too! 

 

If you have any questions see 
Napervilleôs web site:    

http://www.naperville.il.us/
renewable.aspx  
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Household RENEWABLE en-
ergy Commitment 

Monthly  fee added to house-
hold electric bill/Credit Card 

FUNDS EARNED FOR OWEN 

ELEMENTARY  

200 kWh $5 $15.00 

400 kWh $10 $20.00 

600 kWh $15 $25.00 

800 kWh $20 $30.00 

Upgrade of 200 $5 additional $5.00 

So for the mere cost of a couple of pizzas a year you could be helping out in so many ways: 

 1.  Helping provide educational assemblies, teacher grants, and publishing materials at Owen . 

 2.  Providing a CLEANER, more ENERGY INDEPENDENT future for EVERYONE!  

3.  Providing ILLINOIS JOBS ! 

ENROLL NOW, before you forget!   All you need to do is Call/Email  your 

NAME, ADDRESS , and PHONE NUMBER (and Credit Card for AURORA residents only): 

       
Michelle Hickey (Who also helped us get the Zero Waste Grant!)        Jodi Trendler 

Assistant Program Manager   OR          Outreach Representative 
Naperville Renewable Energy Program            Naperville Renewable Energy Program 
Community Energy, Inc              630.983.6124 
630.281.0184                jodi@trendler.net  
michellehf@comcast.net 

 

 

http://www.naperville.il.us/renewable.aspx
http://www.naperville.il.us/renewable.aspx
mailto:jodi@trendler.net
mailto:michellehf@comcast.net
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Eco Club Update  

 

The Owen Eco Club met for the 
second time on November 18th, 
with a whopping 43 attendees!  
There were some very appreci-
ated parent volunteers as well.   

 

The topic of the meeting was wa-
ter conservation.  Ms. Stephanie, 
our assistant leader from Nequa 
Valleyôs environmental club, gave 
a presentation showing just how 
little fresh water there is available 
to us 

 

She started with a 2 liter bottle 
full of water, representing ALL of 
the water on Earth, and by the 
time she emptied out the water 
that is unavailable to usðsalt 
water, ice, unreachableðthere 
was literally just a drop of water 
left!  So, in reality, of all the wa-
ter on the planet, only .003% is 
actually available to us.  Inter-
estingly, of that .003%, 8% of 
that is the great lakes.  We are 
very lucky to have such a valu-
able resource nearby.   

 

Everyone was given a water con-
servation pledge to take home 
and discuss with their family.  The 
website for the pledge is:  
www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/
drop_pledge508.pdf 

Everyone also had the opportu-

nity with Mrs. Tracy to visit 

ñWormtownò  where our worms 

are currently living in the gym 

closet.   Our members were able 

to add food to the bins to keep 

our worm population strong and 

growing!   

 

Everyone also had the chance 

to see inside the big outdoor 

composters and give them a 

spin.  This where are lunchroom 

composting are going. 

 

The base coat of brown paint, 
which was voted on at our last 
meeting, was painted on our rain 
barrel.  Everyone decided it 
looks like a big chocolate bar-
relðYUM!  The club then drew 
pictures of possible designs to 
decorate it with at our next 
meeting.  We will be voting and 
painting the final design at our 
next meeting. 

 

We ended the meeting playing a 
recycling relay, during which the 
members had to race and sort 
possible trash items into appro-
priate receptacles of ñreuse,ò 
ñrecycle,ò or ñtrash.ñ  Everyone 

had to justify their decisions at 
the end before final points were 
given.  Over all, we have a 
great group of RECYCLERS 
and CREATIVE REUSERS!  
Way to go! 

 

Our next meeting is DECEM-
BER 2nd!  We are also asking 
for parent volunteers to stay 
and help with the group due to 
the number of dedicated young 
environmentalists we have!   

 

The rest of our Eco-Club meet-
ing are: Jan. 6, Feb 3, March 

17, April 7, and May 5.    

 

Please let Sandy Zurawski 
(szurawski@wowway.com) or  

Linda Flo 
(david@pattisons.org.uk) know 
when you are available to help 
out  

 

Mrs. Tracy is our staff ad-

visor and she can be 

reached at 

(heather_tracy@ipsd.org) 

 

Relay race at the  

Eco Club meeting 

http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/drop_pledge508.pdf
http://www.epa.gov/watersense/docs/drop_pledge508.pdf
mailto:szurawski@wowway.com
mailto:david@pattisons.org.uk


Lunchroom update:  

We would like to extend a huge 
THANK YOU to our outstanding 
lunchroom staff and Mr. Martin for 
doing such a fantastic job taking 
on the composting in the lunch-
room!   

 

As it stands now there is over 600 
pounds of food scraps, paper 
napkins, newspaper, paper cups, 
leaves, and fire ash being com-
posted.   

 

Composting is a bit of an art as 
well as science, so we are trying 
to find the right balance to keep 
the compost ñcookingò hot enough 
to continue as the weather gets 
colder. 

On October 28th during lunch the 
students were presented with a 
quick video on composting, 

ñCOMPOSTINGò  where Wiggly 
Worm teaches the wonders of 
compost along with his friends 
Mista Millapede and Sista Sow 
bug. Check out the website:  

www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ztIYAonNbHY  Be sure to ask 

your kids ñComposting isé(See if 
they remember)!ò 

 

Our DISHWASHER IS IN-
STALLED !  This exciting event 
was appropriately done the night 
of our Eco Club meeting.  We 
havenôt had a chance to imple-
ment it yet, but we will be using 
regular silverware after the break! 

WASTE FREE WEDNESDAYS  
continues!  We hope to increase 
this to an everyday thing after the 
beginning of the year.  

 

WASTE AUDIT TIME AP-

PROACHING 

Our next full waste audit will be 
December 16 th.  It is on a 
WEDNESDAYðso you know 
what that means!  Hopefully there 
wonôt be as much trash to sort 
and weigh!   

It also means, WE NEED VOL-
UNTEERS!  Please let Jodi 
Trendler know if you are available 
to help with either shift: 10:30-
1:15, or 1:00 -3:30.  
Jodi@trendler.net 

Page 4 Owen Elementary PTA Newsletter  

Environmental  

  

Painting the rain barrel at the Eco Club Meeting. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztIYAonNbHY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ztIYAonNbHY
mailto:Jodi@trendler.net

