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Mrs.Davis 

 Have friends, relatives, or siblings join their  FANCLUB and comment on 

their masterpieces Jéééé go to www.artsonia.com  

Thank you to Mrs. Cheongémother of William and Benjamin for 

sharing her artistic talent of Sumi -e painting with us.  The students in 

4Q watched in amazement as she demonstrated how to grind your 

own ink, use a Japanese brush and paint flowers, grasses, and 

bamboo on rice paper.  Each student then tried their hand at sumi -e 

painting.  What a great experience to have shared with us!  

 

http://www.artsonia.com/


 

What have we  discovered in Art so FAR ?

 

 

 

First Grade 

The art of printmaking!  Carving a line into foam and 

then rolling an inked brayer over the surface creates a 

series of prints.  They all look the same and are a mirror 

image of the original carving. 

bŜȄǘ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ ŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀ hΩYŜŜŦŦŜ 

Second Grade 

Every year the City of Naperville publishes a calendar 

called I-search.  The calendar is created entirely by 

elementary students in District 203 and 204.  Second 

grade students will begin their posters in January. 

 

Third Grade 

Op Art: 

Is the art of creating an optical 

illusion using concave and convex 

lines along with color patterns and 

shading. 

  

Fourth Grade 

άYƻŘƻƳƻ bƻ Iƛέ ƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 5ŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ Řŀȅ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ WŀǇŀƴ ƻƴ aŀȅ рΦ  ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎŀǊǇ 

kites are hung for each child in your household.  The carp represents a strong, healthy, long 

ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŦƛǎƘ ǘƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǿƛƳ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘΧŀƭƭ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

students are in the process of creating their very own carp kites to hang down the hallways of 

Owen.         

Fifth Grade 

tƛƎǎ ƻƴ tŀǊŀŘŜΧΧΦǿŜ ŀǊŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ǎŎǳƭǇǘǳǊŜ 

unit where we create a three-dimensional paper 

Mache pig.  The pig is then creatively given a title and 

ŘŜŎƻǊŀǘŜŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻΩǎ Ŏƻǿ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ŀƴŘ  ǘƘŜ 

Naperville United Way summer outdoor sculptures.  

The students have just started this adventurous, 

messy, difficult project. 

We are still working on our sculptures!! 

KindergartenWe learned a new 

word RESIST!  Waxy crayons and 

water paint create a resist.  

Students observed the features 

that make an owl unique.  We 

discussed all kinds of owl facts 

before we even began our 

ǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎǎΧƻǿƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻŎǘǳǊƴŀƭΣ 

they cannot move their eyes, 

pupils get larger in the dark, an 

owls head can turn HALF way 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘΧΧΦ  



                             

Mrs. Handy 

The following titles are books either about music, or ones that I use in 

music class that have a song attached to them. 

Happy Reading!  

 ά5ƻΣ wŜΣ aƛ- If you cŀƴ ǊŜŀŘ ƳǳǎƛŎΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ DǳƛŘƻ ŘΩ!ǊŜȊȊƻέ ōȅ {ǳǎŀƴ [Φ 

Roth (used in 1st-3rd grades so far this year)  

This is my absolute favorite picture book right now.  It tells the TRUE story of how 

solfege (do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti) was created as well as the music staff. 

 ά/ŀƴ ¸ƻǳ IŜŀǘ LǘΚέ ǿƛǘƘ ¢ƘŜ aŜǘǊƻǇƻƭƛǘŀƴ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ !Ǌǘ (will use with 

ALL grades this spring) 
This book pairs well known music pieces with well known art pieces from the 

Met. Fabulous questions and great music and visual art! 

 ά½ƛƴΗ ½ƛƴΗ ½ƛƴΗ ŀ ±ƛƻƭƛƴέ by Lloyd Moss (used in 2nd grade in the fall) 

Tells a rhyming story of different instruments in the orchestra and the different 

instrument families in the orchestra. 

 ά¢ǊŀŎƪǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ƴƻǿέ ōȅ ²ƻƴƎ IŜǊōŜǊǘ ¸ŜŜ (used in 2nd grade last month) 

This is a cute winter story with a repeating phrase.  This phrase turns into a little 

song and musical accompaniment in the 2nd grade music classroom. 

 ά.ŀōȅ .ŜƭǳƎŀέ LƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ !ǎƘƭŜȅ ²ƻƭŦŦ (will use with K in the spring) 

This version also has the melody printed in the back cover.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten:  

We are still studying George Frederic Handel from the baroque era.  He 

wrote lots of pieces.  We are now listening to music from King George II, 

άRoyal Fireworks MusicΦέ Lǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦƛǊŜǿƻǊƪǎ presentation.   

ά¢ƘŜ {ƻǳƴŘ ƻŦ aǳǎƛŎέ is our next big focus.  It will help us learn solfege- do, 

re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti- part of the language of music.  We are also working on 

xylophone playing.   

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4th Grade:  

Almost all the students in 4th grade have earned 3 

άwŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ YŀǊŀǘŜέ ōŜƭǘǎΦ  5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ 

February students will progress at their own speed 

ƛƴ άwŜŎƻǊŘŜǊ YŀǊŀǘŜΦέ   ¢ƘŜ ǇƛŜŎŜǎ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ 

known tunes and will now contain more difficult 

rhythms and finger positions.   

Remind students to bring their recorder to music!  

If a student forgets their recorder 3 times or more 

their music grade will drop.   

Some students should PRACTICE recorder at home.  

If your student is having difficulty learning a piece, 

please have them practice it at home. 

5th Grade: 

We are continuing with recorder, an early woodwind 

instrument, during the month of February.  Most 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǿŜƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ά.ƭŀŎƪ .Ŝƭǘέ 

in άRecorder Karate,έ the recorder curriculum we focus 

on in 4th and 5th grade.   

Remind your student to bring their recorder to music!  

If a student forgets their recorder 3 times or more their 

music grade will drop. 

We are also focused on reading music in the treble clef.  

This is where the soprano recorder is pitched, and where 

elementary voices sing. 

3rd grade: 

RECORDER!  RECORDER!  RECORDER!   

During February students will continue learning 

recorder, an early woodwind instrument.  This week 

students will bring home a small packet of music, 

recorder finger charts, and music theory worksheets 

to help them master recorder.  Please help your 

student practice this packet- it will help them 

immensely in music class.   

We just ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀ ōƻƻƪ ŀōƻǳǘ DǳƛŘƻ ŘΩ!ǊŜȊȊƻΣ ǘƘŜ 

man who invented modern, western music notation.  

2nd Grade: 

February will be spent producing a drama of Edvard 

DǊƛŜƎΩǎ άtŜŜǊ Dȅƴǘ {ǳƛǘŜΦέ  This will help us understand 

how to show a story based in music with no words. 

 We will also be studying ά¢ƘŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ƻŦ hȊέ a musical 

ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ [Φ CǊŀƴƪ .ŀǳƳΩǎ ōƻƻƪΣ ά¢ƘŜ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ 

ƻŦ hȊΦέ  We will listen to music from the musical, 

discuss theatrical terms and characters from it, as well 

as understand the plot behind the musical.  On 

February 26 all of 2nd grade will see a production of 

ά¢ƘŜ ²ƛȊŀǊŘ ƻŦ hȊέ put on by CYT in Oswego!  

1st Grade:  

We are reading ά5ƻΣ wŜΣ aƛ- If you can read music, 

ǘƘŀƴƪ DǳƛŘƻ ŘΩ!ǊŜȊȊƻΦέ  This is the true story of solfege 

(do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti) and western music notation.  

We tried drawing the sounds that music makes- it was 

a little difficult.  We are also working on direction in 

music (ups and downs/ high and low pitches). 

We are learning some clapping rhymes to help us 

understand the difference between steady beat and 

rhythm.  



 

 

 

Mr. Folley 

CURRICULUM                   

This Month we will be covering tennis.  Students will learn the differences between the backhand 

and forehand swings.  Students will practice racquet control and also serving also.  Games are very 

difficult to play with the gym space and numbers so racquet control is the main focus.  For K-2 it is a 

great unit for continued hand eye coordination development.  

The Olympic Games will also be covered.  Student will be participating in events like the luge, 

bobsled, figure skating, speed skating, and many others.  Of course some imagination will have to be 

used but fun and exercise will be had by all.   

EXERCISE OF THE MONTH 

With the Olympics going on this mƻƴǘƘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ǇǳǎƘ-ups during the commercials.  When 
watching the Olympic Games, every time a commercial comes on try to do as many push-ups as 
possible.  If you would like, you may hold a plank position for the duration of the commercials 
instead. The plank position is the up push-up position and you need to keep your body straight.  You 
may make it more difficult by laying your fore arms flat on the ground and rest on your elbows 
instead.  Remember when performing push-ups you need to get your arms down to 90 degrees, keep 
your body straight, and keep your body off the ground.  Have fun!!!!   

NEWS 

Club Owen is going strong.  There is still time to join if interested.  Permission slips and calendar are 

available through the school website or from Mr. Folley. 

Mr. Folley will be having a small surgery that will cause him to miss about two weeks.  These two 

weeks will be during the Olympic Games and the substitute will go over all the events with the 

students.  Mr. Folley plans on returning March 1st. 

 

 



    
 

Mr. Stedman    Mrs. Sassano 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our reading incentives are well underway.  As a reminder, our two incentives are the Six Flags Six Hour 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƭǳō ŀƴŘ hȊȊƛŜΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΦ 

For the Six Hour Reading Club: 

 Students must read a total of 6 hours. 
 Students who submit tally sheets receive a coupon for a free admission ticket to Great America. 

 

FƻǊ hȊȊƛŜΩǎ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ /ƭǳōΥ 

 Program runs eight weeks.  
 Students submit forms every two weeks.  
 Students receive prizes for each base attained.  
 Students who hit a "home run" by making their goal all four times earn a free ticket to a Kane 

County Cougars baseball game.  
 
Remember that it is okay to double dip and count the same minutes toward both incentives. 

  

During the last two weeks, all Owen students enjoyed marking the large map in the LMC. 

Students marked their countries of origin as part of our Many Faces of Owen celebration.   

It was great to see so many Owen families at this event! 

During the month of February, Owen students will be voting for their favorite books from the Monarch 

list (Grades K-3) and the Rebecca Caudill list (Grades 4-8). The boys and girls have been reading and 

hearing these stories since last year, and they are excited to participate in selecting theǎŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 

choice state awards. 

For the 2011 year, a new award is being introduced. It is called the Bluestem Award, and it is for children 

in grades 3-5. 

The lists of nominees for all three of these awards have just been released, or in the case of the Bluestem 

award, will be released shortly.  To view these lists, check out your homework (see bottom of of page) for 

this month. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinders will be taking another look at Destiny, and they will learn that they can search for books by 

author and title. They will learn how to tell if a book is currently in the library. They will also review 

that call numbers are the key to finding books, and that the library is organized into sections including 

easy fiction, fiction, and non-fiction.  These concepts were introduced in December and reviewed in 

January. 

 

First graders will be learning about searching by title, author, subject and series. They will also be 

looking the browse feature, which will help them find titles and authors when correct spelling is a 

challenge. They will also take a closer look at the book summaries in each record. These concepts were 

also practiced in December and January. 

 

Second graders will be learning about our databases during January and February. We will begin 

with Kids infobits. After that we will take a look at Facts for Learning and finally Facts on File. 

 

Third graders will continue to look at our databases, and we will use the online encyclopedias as well. 

Allow your child to try this from home. Just log on to the patron catalog using the username and 

password that your child uses at school. 

 

 

Fourth graders will be looking at the 2011 reading lists for the Bluestem and Rebecca Caudill 

ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ ŎƘƻƛŎŜ ŀǿŀǊŘǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿƛƭƭ ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ǊŜǾƛǎƛǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƭƛǘŜǊŀǘǳǊŜ ōƭƻƎǎ ƻƴ .ƭŀŎƪōƻŀǊŘΦ 

 

 

 

HomeworkΥ ό¸ŜŀƘΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘΦ LΩƳ ƻƭŘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦύ 

±ƛǎƛǘ hǿŜƴΩǎ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ Dƻ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [a/ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ hǿŜƴΩǎ ǇŀǘǊƻƴ 

ŎŀǘŀƭƻƎΦέ  [ƻƎ ƛƴ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜǊƴŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǎǎǿƻǊŘ ǘhat your child uses at school. Under the 

ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά.ƻƻƪ !ǿŀǊŘǎΣέ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƭƛƴƪǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ awards your children will be voting for this 

month . 

 

Fifth graders ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ нлмм ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƭƛǎǘǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ .ƭǳŜǎǘŜƳ ŀƴŘ wŜōŜŎŎŀ /ŀǳŘƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ 
choice awards. We will also be revisiting our literature blogs on Blackboard. 

 


