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 From The Desk of Mr. Younce…

Our staff is currently engaged in a book study. We have split ourselves into small groups and are reading and discussing several different titles geared toward improving our instruction and understanding of what skills and needs our students bring in the door each day. I have been fortunate to be reading an outstanding book by Jim Trelease. The Read-Aloud Handbook is an excellent resource for any parent or teacher to spend some time poring through. Mr. Trelease has compiled excellent information that leads the reader to one conclusion: reading aloud to our kids, regardless of age, is one of the most important educational efforts we can undertake as parents. I’m recommending this book to my wife when I’m finished…

That said I’d like to turn my attention in this article to the fathers out there who may be reading this newsletter. Moms, if your husbands don’t normally read these articles, ask them to read this short one from me. Trelease lays out stunning details about fathers and reading in The Read-Aloud Handbook. For example:

· Nationally, the top 10% of high school graduating classes is 56% female

· High school graduates that maintain “A” averages are 62% female

· 3 out of 5 National Honor Society members are female

· Advanced Placement classes see 124 girls for every 100 boys

· College enrollment in 1970 was 59% male, 41% female

· College enrollment in 2000 was 57% female, 43% male

Based on these details, you could argue that it’s no longer “a man’s world”. We may think we’re in charge of things, but numbers don’t lie, especially over the long haul. Consider these details from Trelease:

Long term studies of families ranging from poverty-level to university-educated show that fathers in all groups read to their kids on average only 15% of the time that someone is reading to them. Mothers read 76% of the time. Others read 9% of the time.

The boys who are read to by their fathers on a consistent basis score significantly higher than their peers in reading achievement. When dads read recreationally, their sons tend to read more and score better than sons whose fathers do not read recreationally. 

Out of dads surveyed, only 10% report having a father who read to them when they were children. What was your experience? Did your dad read to you? Mine did not…imagine the impact we can have on our kids academically if we as fathers require ourselves to take the time to read to our children each day. Believe me, I know it is tough – but I also think it’s worth it for our kids. I want to give my children (who happen to be two boys) any leg up they can have as they advance through life. Reading to them sets the table for their success later. I think I can make the sacrifice.

I would strongly recommend that any parent consider picking up this book. I believe it was in the neighborhood of $11.00 on amazon.com. It is a good use of your time to investigate ways in which you can set your children up for success – and it doesn’t just apply to the early grades when they are learning to read. And dads, the bottom line is that we need to be reading to our kids. Our fathers didn’t. Yes, we survived. But, consider what you want for your children…do you want them to have the same life you’ve had, or do you want better for them. I choose the latter – happy reading!

Information and ideas gathered from:

Trelease, Jim. The Read-Aloud Handbook, 5th Edition. New York: Penguin Books. 2006.








School Board Brief 
November 2006 

Research shows that standing behind every successful child, more often than not, you will find an involved parent.  Children learn through dialogue, by example, and by doing. Communicate with your child. Be accessible. Make your child's education a priority in your life and education will be a priority in their's too. 

To be an involved parent, you don't have to make a lot of money, you just have to make some time. Ask your child how his or her day went. Don't ask them if they have homework, ask them about their homework. Show an interest in what they are learning. Attend Curriculum Night at your child's school. This is perhaps the most important night of the year. It offers you not only an opportunity to meet your child's teacher, but to find out what your child will be learning and how they will be learning it. You will discover what teacher expectations are, and how learning will be assessed. And you will gain insight into what has been accomplished in class thus far to give you a good feel for whether your child's work ethic is where it needs to be. 

There are plenty of opportunities beyond classroom and homework to show your child that education is your top priority. Join parent organizations like PTA, Parents Diversity Advisory Council, Band, Orchestra, Boosters, etc.  Attend meetings and volunteer, volunteer, volunteer! Get in your child's classroom and help with class

projects.  Volunteer time in the LMC. If you work during the day, work the book fair at night. Spend time in the College and Career Center at the high schools. Attend family activity nights and parent learning events. 

Parenting is a lot like gardening. The seeds you plant today will reap an abundance of fruit in the years ahead as you watch your children grow and prosper. The more seeds you plant, the fewer weeds you will 
have  to pull because your efforts will leave little room for weeds to grow! 


Jeannette A. Clark, President 
Board of Education 
Indian Prairie School District 204




THANK YOU to all picture parents!!  You are much appreciated!
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Tiger				   Tales


The Gwendolyn Brooks PTA Newsletter
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November’s dates to remember: 


Book Cart:  Each Thursday


At lunch:   Nov. 2,16,30  Dec. 7  


Dates resume in Jan.





Tues., Nov. 7,  7:00 PTA Meeting





Parent Teacher Conferences:


Wed.,  Nov 8		4:30-8:00


Thr.,    Nov 9        8:00-3:00


				NO SCHOOL


Tues., Nov 14      4:30-8:00





Friday, November 10


NO SCHOOL – Local Holiday





Thursday, November 16


Gift wrap pick up in school gym


4:00 – 6:00





Wed., November 22 -  Fri., Nov. 24


No School





Thurs., Dec. 7, 7:00pm – Winter Chorus Program





Dec. 11 – Book Fair Week


Dec. 14 – Family Night @ Book Fair





Bank At School:  Tuesday Nov. 14, 28 and December 12.


































































































Tiger Tales is published once a month by the Gwendolyn Brooks PTA





2006-2007 PTA Board





Laura Evans, President , 978-1010


Lisa Churchill, Vice President, 499-9356


Lisa Mickolayck, Treasurer, 585,6353


Lee Ann Hind, Recording Sec’y, 898-2646


Sally Reeves, Corresponding Secretary  851-1693


2006-07 Newsletter Editor:  Beth Kilroy


236-8689 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:beth_kilroy@msn.com" ��beth_kilroy@msn.com�





District site: http://www.ipsd.org/index.asp
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Writing and Reading Skills


For the Future





Anything is possible when you know how to write and read well.  This fall give your child the writing and reading edge.  Story Workshop® classes, offered by Columbia College Chicago, build the skills, confidence and problem-solving abilities that everyone needs to write and read effectively.  Our highly trained instructors teach your child how to write longer, clearer, more detailed pieces and improve reading comprehension, recall and absorption.  These classes work for students who find writing and reading a challenge as well as those who enjoy both and want to learn more.  Classes available for elementary, middle and high school students.  Call 312-212-1320 today.


Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.schultzgroup.net" ��www.schultzgroup.net� to see schedules and test results.  
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A BIG “THANK YOU” TO ALL ROOM PARENTS AND PTA VOLUNTEERS FOR MAKING SURE THE KIDS HAD A BLAST AT THE FALL FESTIVAL!!





The Box Tops and Labels Contest is off to a great start!!





The contest ends November 30th so keep bringing in your box tops and labels.  You will be helping Brooks receive free merchandise and supporting school programs.  The winning class will get a pizza party.





THE CLASS IN THE LEAD IS STABB WITH 396





Please see that there has been a change in the Campbell’s labels this year.  They will only accept the UPC code and little kid on the back.  If it is a jar, they want the lid.   








Music Notes


From Mrs. Barrett           





During the month of September, Gwendolyn Brooks students celebrated the birthday of the “Star-Spangled Banner”.  Each grade level  learned the National Anthem, discussed the musical phrasing of the tune, researched Francis Scott Key (the lyricist), analyzed the melodic contour of the tune, compared various recordings of the National Anthem played in different styles, or the students sang  patriotic music in celebration.





An all-school assembly was held in the gymnasium, which involved:   third through fifth graders sharing information about the “Star-Spangled Banner”, the presentation of the United States flag, the “Pledge of Allegiance”, an electric guitar solo of the National Anthem and individual students sharing what “Freedom Means to Them”.  





The third graders will present their curriculum-based music program entitled, “Beethoven’s Bookworms”, on October 25th, 7 p.m., in the gymnasium.  The students have been studying classical composers and their compositions, as well as proper singing techniques.  Students are asked to wear colorful shirts (jeans/pants/skirt), and arrive in their home classrooms by 6:45 p.m.  Thank you* 





“Key Notes”-concept areas being taught per grade level in General Music class





Kindergarten & First Grade:  Steady Beat, Rhythm (Ta, Ti-ti, Rest), 


Pitch high/low),Solfege (Sol, Mi, La), beginning rhythmic notation


 


Second Grade:  Music Terminology (Introduction, Coda/Double Bar, Form- AB,beginning melodic notation using Solfege (Sol, Mi, La)





Third Grade:  Proper Singing Technique (breathing, posture, support, 


       singing voice),Composer study, Note Values (quarter note/rest, 


       half note/rest, eighth notes)





Fourth & Fifth Grade:  The difference between Major & Minor modes, 


       playing rhythmic & melodic ostinatos (repeated patterns), 


       harmony, note value review(half note/rest, whole note/rest) 




















New this year, we will be having an Innisbrook Internet Sale from November 1, 2006 through April 15, 2007 with the top two sellers winning a prize from the PTA.





Any orders placed on the Innisbrook website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.innisbrook.com" ��www.innisbrook.com� within those dates will qualify.  If you haven’t already, register your child (or children) on-line, then have your friends, relatives or yourselves visit the website and place an order.  There are lots of products available.  Be sure to use the students name for them to get credit for the sale.   The items ship directly to the purchaser and any orders that are $70 or more will be shipped for free.    Just remember to enter our school number: 115089.  It’s that easy!





Thank you for your ongoing support and contributions to the Brook’s PTA.  If you have any questions, please call Cherri Hawk @ 978-8119.
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From your PTA President


Laura Evans





We are really excited about the success of the first annual Brooks Costume Party.  I hope most of you could make it and were able to watch the children’s costume parade.  Now that Halloween is over, the holidays are only a few short weeks away.  With Parent Teacher conferences this month, Thanksgiving, Veterans Day, Daylight Saving Time and elections, November is promising to be a very busy month.  But don’t be too busy that you can’t help out.  Help out in the classroom, book cart, picture parent, greeter or LMC.  This sends a message to our children that we care about them and about our school.  If you are unable to donate your time, become a PTA member.  If you haven’t joined yet, please do so by contacting Cathi Plass at 898-7411.  This year’s student directory will be distributed this month and is free to all PTA members.  Strengthen our school by joining the PTA.  


 


If you have been too busy to sign up for the Brooks List Serve, now is the time to do so.  This way you will be notified of upcoming events at Brooks and in our district.   If you haven’t had a chance, please visit the Brooks Website at � HYPERLINK "javascript:ol('http://brooks.ipsd.org/index.asp');" �http://brooks.ipsd.org/index.asp� .
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All Kindergarten classes went to Sonny Acres Farm.  Students learned about farming and farm animals.  They also went on a hayride!





DON’T FORGET TO PICK UP YOUR GIFT WRAP ORDER


THURSDAY


NOVEMBER 16TH


In the gym from 4:00 – 6:00


Please mark your calendars!





New Soup Label














PLEASE NOTE:  December Newsletter Deadline is Wednesday, Nov. 15 at 2pm for articles placed in my box at school or 8pm for emails.  See address below.   Please submit documents in WORD!!








Dear Brooks Tigers students, parents and staff, �


Get your party started with BlasTunes D.J.'s., established in 2003.  We're available for all of your music needs from ages two to 102.  Currently we are booking for holiday parties.  Our fees are $50.00 an hour with a minimum of 2 hours.  10% of our proceeds go to Bear Necessities, a pediatric cancer foundation.  To reserve a date for your next gathering, please contact us at (630) 585-5858.  References are available upon request. ��Thank you. ��Dylan Barnard and Ryan Russell �Partners in BlasTunes D.J.'s �2003 Brooks Graduates





Music for the Brooks Halloween Party provided by BlasTunes.  Thanks Guys!!
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BROOKS FIRST  HALLOWEEN COSTUME PARTY WAS HELD THURSDAY,  NOV. 26.  THE KIDS HAD A SPOOKTACULAR TIME!  WE HOPE YOU DID TOO!!
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